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Instructions

Student will read education material and take a final exam in front of an adult 21years or older.

This adult is known as the Proctor for the Final exam.  This adult will be the individual who signs the Proctor form along with the student.  Proctor Form is on page 189 and will need to be down loaded and mailed back to the school along with Final Exam Answer Sheet on page 190.  You will also include a Self Addressed Stamped Envelope for returning Education Certificate to the student.  Not including a self addressed stamped envelope will delay the returning of the certificate. 

The individual who is taking the exam will down load page 190, the Final Exam answer sheet.  This is where she/he will mark their answers and return this form along with the Proctor form.  Both the Proctor Form and Final Answer sheet may be printed on the same sheet of paper back to back.    

Videos may be watched at anytime.  They do not directly affect the final test exam.  None of the questions on the final exam come from any of the videos.  The videos are good learning tools and informative information.

It would also be a good idea to pick up the DMV “Drivers Handbook” for the student to read and use also as a learning tool.  This can also be down loaded from the DMV web site.
When you receive your Education Certificate in the mail you will need to go to the DMV and take a written exam and pass to receive your permit.  It is best to think ahead, and make an appointment at the DMV, it takes them 2-4 weeks before you can normally get an appointment. The items you will need to take with you are listed below:

1. Education Certificate

2. Original or Certified Copy of Birth Certificate

3. Social Security Number (Do not need Social Security Card)

4. $30.00-$35.00 depending on what they are charging at the time for a permit

5. A parent or legal guardian.  They must have a DL 44 Form from the DMV that both parents must sign, or the single parent with legal custody or the guardian with legal custody.  The DL 44 Form can be picked up at the DMV or down loaded form their website.  (if we have the DL 44 Form on hand we will mail it along with the education certificate)
You May Not Legally Drive Yet

After receiving your permit, you may not legally drive with anyone until you have completed your First driving lesson with the driving school.  On the second page of the permit it will explain this procedure to you. 
If you have any other questions or inquiaries please call for fastest results to:  209-722-8872, 209-742-7070 or 559-641-5200. 
Department of Motor Vehicles Legal Notice and Disclaimer
The Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) recognizes private enterprises right to advertise and distribute information related to their business functions. DMV promotes the free exchange of information, ideas, and opinion, except when the content may invade personal privacy, violate property rights, constitute libel, or be a violation of any applicable federal, state, or local laws. 

While this lesson plan content may have been approved by DMV, the distribution, advertising and other information provided by this vendor is not guaranteed by DMV, nor does it represent the views of the department.

You are advised that DMV, unless statutorily required, has not continuing obligation to provide information to this web site or printed publication.

DMV assumes no responsibility for erroneous, incomplete or out-of-date information. The user should contact the provider and/or DMV to ensure that the information herein is current and accurate. All warranties of any kind, including but not limited to the IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERTCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, freedom from contamination by computer viruses and non-infringement of proprietary rights ARE DESCLAIMED.

You are advised that DMV is not responsible for the content of any off-site pages referenced from or to this we site or home-study publication. In addition, DMV and the State of California are not responsible for the content of files that are uploaded for inclusion. 

The user should not rely on the presentation of statutes or regulations referenced in this web site, but should consult the actual text of the law. Legal requirements frequently change and the user may wish to seek the advice of counsel. 

If you find any errors, omissions or have a complaint regarding the educational content, we encourage you to report them to the education provider. IN the event the issue is not resolved to your satisfaction you may submit the following form to the department: http://www.dmv.ca.gove/forms/ol620.pdf  Or call (916) 229-3154 

Unit 1: Driving Responsibilities
OBJECTIVES:

Introduce student to: 

general responsibilities of driving

The meaning of the driver’s license
The importance of driver education
The impact of the automobile on society. 

DRIVER RESPONSIBILITY

Pedestrian safety
Pedestrian Responsibility

The responsibility of the pedestrian: A pedestrian must always use common sense. A vehicle at any speed can and does seriously injure and kill pedestrians.

It is important for pedestrians not to take any chances with their lives. A pedestrian should watch for oncoming, approaching, and crossing vehicles even when the pedestrian has the right-of-way. A pedestrian that is intending upon crossing a street or roadway should consider the distance, speed and awareness of any approaching vehicle. If a pedestrian is at a crossing that is controlled by a crossing light the pedestrian must obey the light in order to protect their own safety. If the crossing is lighted with a green “walk”, the pedestrian has the right-of-way. However, the pedestrian must check for any vehicles that are not yielding the right-of-way to the pedestrian traffic, for their own safety.

 
If there is not a pedestrian crossing light the pedestrian cannot cross on a red light and should not cross on a yellow light or stale green light. The pedestrian should only cross on a green light, which will allow them enough time to successfully cross the street or roadway.

The pedestrian at a stop sign has the right-of-way over all stopped vehicle traffic. However, the pedestrian should not walk in front of a vehicle that is already started into an intersection, or if the driver of the vehicle does not see or want to give the pedestrian the right-of-way.

      If there are no traffic control devices, the pedestrian must cross with extreme caution. Especially when crossing a fast moving street or roadway. In this case, if at all preventable, do not cross. Find a safe place to make your crossing. If there is a light near-by walk, over to it and use it to make your way safely across the street or road. Remember safety is the key.

Driver Responsibility
The responsibility of the driver to the pedestrian: It is important that drivers watch for pedestrian at crosswalks, intersections, school zones, and near school buses.

      The driver must stop for any pedestrian that is crossing any street or roadway, at any point. The driver must check before proceeding through an intersection for any pedestrians that may be within their path and yield the right-of-way to the pedestrian.

A driver must stop behind the white limit line or before entering the intersection and wait until all pedestrian traffic has completed their crossing and are successfully off any part of the road. Such as when a driver is turning right or left at an intersection and the driver has a red light they must stop behind the white limit line, or before entering the intersection: look and yield to pedestrians before they enter into the intersection.

A driver must never stop and block a pedestrian crosswalk. However, if the vehicle stop puts a driver in a crosswalk, do not move forward or back-up, a pedestrian could be crossing in front of or behind the vehicle.

A motor vehicle is a dangerous weapon when not operated properly. It can and does easily cause fatalities to pedestrians. A driver must understand this to realize the importance of pedestrian safety.

Another important driver responsibility that some people don’t think about is the duty to stop and give reasonable assistance and report accidents. Reasonable does not mean putting your life in danger to save someone who was involved in an accident. Reasonable is to stop and call for help and give warning to other drivers so that they do not get in an accident as well.   

No person may smoke in a vehicle when there is another person under the age of 18 in that vehicle.
Kaitlyn’s Law

The purpose of this law is to help prevent injuries to, and the death of, young children from the effects of being left alone in a motor vehicle, to help educate parents and caretakers about the dangers of leaving children alone in a motor vehicle, and to authorize a monetary fine to be imposed on a person for leaving a young child alone in a motor vehicle in circumstances that pose a life safety risk (Vehicle code).
   Motorcycle Safety: Sharing the roadway
Motorcyclists have the same rights and responsibilities to the road as cars do even though they are smaller than cars. While everyone must abide by the same traffic laws, motorcycles are faced with unusual dangers because they are hard to see (due to their size) and their required handling ability.

Motorcycles small size allows them to tuck easily into blind spots on the road and on other vehicles.

Following are a few specific actions drivers should take in order to share the road safely with motorcycles:

When changing lines or pulling into a major thoroughfare driver’s should make a visual check for all motorcycles in all directions.

Give motorcyclists the same three-second following distance that you give other vehicles.

Motorcycles need the entire width of a lane in order to keep a safe cushion from other vehicles. Do not try to use a lane at the same time as a motorcycle.

Check for motorcycles before making a right or left turn.

Watch for road conditions that may be hazardous to motorcycles. These hazards may cause motorcycles to swerve or make a lane change suddenly.

      What are minor to a car may be major problems to a motorcycle. The examples:

· Railroads tracks

· Potholes

· Gravel

· Wet or slippery surfaces

· Pavement seams and grooves

· Uneven pavement surface

      If drivers are aware of the effects of these conditions, and drivers drive with caution and regards for motorcycle safety. Drivers are then helping reduce the number of motorcycle accidents, injuries, and fatalities.

Protection
When drivers share the road with motorcyclists the driver should take the preceding steps to assure safety to a motorcyclist. How a motorcyclist can protect its self against serious injury is their own responsibility.

A motorcyclist must wear protective clothing in the event of an accident. A driver of a car has the car’s body to protect them in the event of an accident. However, a motorcyclist has nothing to protect them. That is why it is imperative that motorcyclists wear their protective gear.

 The motorcyclist must wear:

      * An approved protective helmet.

One of the safest equipment a motorcyclist can wear. It can protect motorcyclists 

      from a serious head injury. When a motorcycle falls, the rider’s head almost always hits the pavement. If the rider is not wearing their helmet or is wearing an unauthorized helmet, a fall like this can and does kill them.     

      Make sure that the helmet:

Is approved by the California Highway Patrol.

Fits snugly.

Has a strong strap.

Is a bright color.

Is free from defects, like cracks.

When you put the helmet on make sure it is tightly fastened. Studies of motorcycle accidents show that a loosely fastened helmet provides no more protection then if you did not wear helmet at all.

A face shield. The face shield protects the rider’s eyes and the face from debris that may fly up at them while they are riding. The face and specially the eyes need protection from the wind, dust, rain, insects, small rocks, and any other objects that become airborne. The face shield protects your whole face as well as any eyewear. Do not wear goggles or eye glasses in place of a face mask, especially if you wear prescription glasses. When you turn your head the goggles or prescription eye glasses may be blown off of your face.

Protective clothing: Special clothing can help protect your body against injury in a fall. The rider should make sure to cover their arms and legs completely. Leather clothing such as leather pants, a leather jacket, hard leather boots or shoes, and gloves: will give the rider the most protection in an accident. Since the leather is the toughest material you can wear.

Bicycle Safety Sharing the Roadway
Both drivers and bicyclists have responsibility when they share the road. Some drivers do not realize that bicyclists have the same rights and responsibilities to the roadway as do automobiles.  Drivers of automobiles must treat bicycle riders the same as other drivers on the road when it comes to rights of the road.

Bicyclists must stop at stop signs, all traffic devices and traffic regulations, just as drivers of automobiles. They are also required use hand gestures to signal their intentions to turn left or right.

     
Where there is a bicycle lane the rider must use it. The rider should watch out for cars pulling out and doors opening when passing parked vehicles. Move out far enough to avoid a collision with the door. When in the bike lane riders must not ride side-by-side. This will take up too much room, pushing the outer rider into the traffic lane. Leaving the bike lane is permitted when passing another vehicle, pedestrian, in order to avoid debris, when making a left turn, or to avoid any other hazards that may lie within the bike lane. But it is only safe when the rider gives the correct hand signal and checks the traffic lane to see if it is clear to do so.

     
When there is not a bike lane the rider of a bicycle should use the farthest right lane and ride nearest the curb as possible. However, if the rider is intending upon making a left turn they may use the traffic lanes to work their way over to the left turning lane and they should use the left lane to make the left turn from. If a rider does not feel safe in doing this they may use the intersection to cross, but be courteous to all pedestrians.

    
 The rider should ride in a straight controlled manner, do not weave back and forth.

Driver Responsibility
Drivers of automobiles must watch out and pay special attention to bicyclists. The size and speed of a bicycle make them hard to see. Any collision with a bicycle will usually result in serious or fatal injury to the rider. Stay out of the bike lane, except when making a turn. When making a turn, and you must enter the bike lane, you must check for any bicycles. If you see that a rider of a bicycle is trying to get over to the left turn lane you must slow down so that you do not collide with it.

 Watch for hand signals from the rider, if you see that their hand is raised you should prepare for that movement to be made.

     
A driver must give space when sharing the roadway with a bicycle. The rider may fall or have to swerve, and this could be potentially fatal to the rider.

Protection

The rider of a bicycle must protect themselves with protective clothing and gear, just as a motorcyclist does, and for the same reasons. Unlike the driver of an automobile the bicycle gives no protection to the rider. That is why it is so important that riders put on their safety helmet and wear arm and knee pads. This gear will help the riders protect themselves. Also you want to be as visible to the driver as possible. The rider should wear bright colored clothes and their bike should have reflectors. Of all of the protection gear the helmet is the most important. When most riders fall they hit their heads on the roads surface. The head hits with such force that this, even when properly protected, can kill the rider or cause serious injury. Without the helmet it will cause loss of life to the rider. NEVER ride a bicycle without your helmet and other protective gear.

Miscellaneous
Stereo Earphones
 It is illegal for a driver of an automobile to wear stereo earphones while operating a vehicle. Hearing is more important to safe operation of a vehicle than people realize.

     
Your hearing can warn you of potential hazards and dangers. You must be able to heart the warning sound of a horn, the sound of screeching tires, emergency vehicle’s sirens, and sometimes when you cannot see a vehicle you can hear them.

Emergency vehicles
Every driver, pedestrian, and bike rider must yield the right-of-way to an emergency vehicle, when the lights, and or siren are engaged. What users of the roadway want to do is to clear a path for the emergency vehicle. To do this, users of the roadway must move safely to the right, next to the curb, and stop their vehicle. Except when there is a barrier, such as center divide, between the driver of the vehicle and the driver of the emergency vehicle.

    
 If moving to the right and out of the way of an emergency vehicle is not possible due to traffic, or due to a traffic signal where you are sitting at with other traffic and they are unable to move their vehicle, you should just sit still and not move your vehicle; unless the light has changed and the emergency vehicle has still not been able to get through the intersection.

     
If you are approaching an intersection and the light is green but the traffic is not moving, you should be aware they may hear or see an emergency vehicle approaching on the cross street.

DRIVING IS YOU RESPONSIBILITY

License to Drive-A privilege: What your Driver’s license means to you.

Your license means to you that you have been given the privilege to drive on the roadways of this state. It means freedom along with responsibility. Your license can take you where you want to go and where you need to go. It is independence. Your license means that you have passed written regulations of the road and driving test. It shows you that you have been given the responsibility of driving a motor vehicle and that you understand how to operate a motor vehicle. It means that you must take your responsibilities seriously. Being a negligent driver may cause you the loss, suspension, or revocation of your driver’s license. You are responsible for all your acts when you are behind the wheel of an automobile. Do not act with negligence, keep your driving privilege.

What your license means to others

Your license means to other drivers that you have the information and the skills to handle and operate a motor vehicle. It means to others that you know and understand to rules and regulations of the roadways. It means that you value the fact that the State of California gave you the privilege to drive. Other users of the roadways are subjected to your driving habits and behavior. If you are act as a negligent or irresponsible driver, death or injury can come to others. If you are a teenager, and you do not realize the responsibility of operating a motor vehicle, your parents will be responsible for your actions. The parents of a teen are financially liable for their teen drivers’ actions.

MOVIE TIME:  YOU MAY WATCH VIDEO 1 AT THE WEB SITE
Operating A Motor Vehicle Is A Serious Responsibility.
Always enter your vehicle with the understanding that it is your privilege, not your right. Lives are always a factor while driving. That is why it is important to use your head and think clearly. Make good judgments when you drive. Being in the right mind and having your mind on what you are doing is always necessary to avoid any problems.

The Motor Vehicle Is A Weapon.

The car that you drive everyday could cause serious damage to you and those that are around your vehicle. Even at low speeds 1-35 MPH can seriously hurt or even kill a person or animal.

Dangerous as A Loaded Gun, If Not Operated Properly.

If the car is miss-handled, it is as dangerous as a loaded gun. Drivers who are not paying attention to their driving environment usually cause death on the roadways. Unsafe environments include drunk drivers, tired drivers, speed and vehicle malfunctions. Keeping these causes in mind, you should always be aware of the weather and road conditions. Be prepared, or do not get on the road. Look out ahead, behind, and on each side of your vehicle. If you have your eyes on the road and your surroundings, you are in a position to react in time to avoid accidents. Speed is always a major factor, stay at a safe speed for your driving conditions and do not go over the posted speed limit. The state transportation board sets it up with safety in mind. Always keep your vehicle in top working condition. Having your vehicle in for a regular maintenance check is the best tool. Best safe, be aware, and use common sense.
Parking Responsibility

When parking your vehicle, always set your emergency brake, even if your vehicle has an automatic transmission. Since factory malfunctions do occur. This will give added security that your car will not rollaway. Place your vehicle in the park position for automatic transmission vehicles. Standard transmission (stick shift) cars are parked in either first gear or reverse. Depending if you are on a flat surface, uphill, or downhill position. When parking on a hill, all types of vehicles should follow the same rules.

Uphill: Turn the vehicles wheel to the left so that the inside of the tire is up against the curb. You should also allow the wheels rest slightly against the curb. Then use your emergency brake.


Downhill: Turn vehicles wheel to the right so that front of the tire is up against the curb.

Courtesy Makes Order Out Of Chaos.
When drivers on the road are courteous to one another, the tension is less present out on the road. All drivers have to handle multiple decisions while driving the motor vehicle the stress causes drivers to be tense. By drivers being courteous to each other it will help driving tension be reduced. This also reduces the risk of potential accidents. Angry and aggressive drivers cause other drivers to swerve, brake suddenly, speed, and get angry themselves; leading to a potential hazard to all drivers on the roadway. When a driver gives a smile, most drivers will smile back; this is courtesy. Use these techniques on the road and see how other drivers respond to you, give drivers the right-of-way, allow them to change lanes. 

Treat Other Drivers the Way You Want To Be Treated.
Do something nice and it is returned back to you. Remember what you mother used to tell you, be nice and others will be nice to you. This is true on roadways as well. Give space in your lane to merging traffic, move over and let other drivers pass, give drivers that are signaling to get in the lane you are traveling a way in the lane you are traveling a way in, etc. Do not honk with anger, scream, cut off others, tailgate, or flash your headlights because you would not want driver to do this to you. 

The Important of Driver Education:
Students need driver’s education so that they learn the rules and regulations of the roadway of California. So that they learn how to apply these rules and regulations to their driving, Driver’s Education teaches students how to handle and operate a motor vehicle. Proper training and education prepares the student drivers for what lies ahead. Education is the foundation of a good driver. Once learned, the students can focus on developing their skills and all together prepare him or herself to start out on the road with great outlook. This leads to safe and competent drivers.

Driver’s education also gives students the information and skills to apply to driving an automobile safely. Student’s who have had driver’s education and behind the wheel training, possess the skills and information to prevent accidents. Driver’s education trains a driver in how to handle hazardous situations that arise while operating a motor vehicle. It is up to that student driver to take that information and critique and perfect over the years. By perfecting the driving task the student driver lessens their chance of being involved in or causing an accident. 

Driver’s education also gives drivers the skills to prevent accidents. With the skills to prevent accidents comes reduction of property damage and police response to accidents. It also reduces you or your family’s insurance costs.
History of the Automobile

Where it all began:

In the 1880’s, Karl Benz installed a small motor on a tricycle and the automobile was born. In 1896, Frank and Charles Duryea built the first American motor car in Springfield Massachusetts. They manufactured the first of 13 of the gas-powered inventions.

Sociological Changes Caused by the Automobile.

Insurance for automobiles is born: In Westfield Massachusetts, an enterprising mechanic built his own car and then insured it for almost $1,000 worth of liability. His premium was $7.50.


The turn of the century:  In 1896, Buffalo New York was the first major city to pave all of its streets. At the turn of the century, 8,000 automobiles were on the road. The first gas station opened in St. Louis Missouri at the turn of the century. 

In 1903 Henry Ford founded the Ford Motor Company. Fives years later he introduced the Model T.


Dr. Horatio Jackson, with his chauffeur and dog, was the first person to cross the country in an automobile. It took 65 days to make their journey.


By 1915, 2.3 million automobiles were registered in the United Stated. About half of those were Ford’s Model T. Model T’s were affordable, easy to service, and available in black.


The Roaring Twenties:  The federal government began a program to pave the way coast to coast. The first highway to connect the coasts was completed in 1927. Americans start “hitting” the road. Traveling to National Parks, and making camping an American pastime. The new roads brought a complete transformation to the entire country.

Economic Conditions Created in Part by the Automobile.

Henry Ford’s Model T dropped from $850 in 1908 to $275 in the 1920’s. The first police squad car was put on the road in 1922, to help fight prohibition. Highway 66 was born connecting the east with the west. Running from Chicago to Los Angeles. In 1931, the 50 millionth American made automobile rolled off the assembly line.

However, the great depression affected the production. Between 1929-1932, production plummeted 75%, and around half of the autoworkers were laid off.


During World War II, gas & rubber was rationed, automobile travel was reduced by 40%. 


In the 1950’s, everyone was on the road. We had to do everything in our automobiles; movies, restaurants, banks, churches, and even funeral parlors.

The Interstate Highway System, a network of more than 41,000 miles of toll-free superhighways, was inaugurated in 1956.

In the 1960’s, the first anti-pollution legislation targeting the motor vehicle emissions was passed. Changes were happen constantly. The muscle car is introduced, the Pontiac GTO. A triple carbed, 350 horsepower V-8 engine.

The 1970’s saw the German built Volkswagen Beetle become America’s best-selling automobile. An oil crisis in the Mideast causes gasoline shortages in the United States causing the government to pass a national speed limit of 55 M.P.H., to conserve gasoline. 1974, the first airbags became available to consumers.

The cost of gasoline goes from $0.45 in 1973 up to $1.31 in 1980, than to $1.43 in 1991.

Although seatbelts have been installed in vehicles almost since the beginning of the automobile: it took until 1984 for the first state to make it law to buckle up. Now almost every state requires drivers and passengers to wear their safety belts.

Honda was the first Japanese automobile manufacturer to produce cars in the United States.

Cars began to get smarter in the 1990’s, with integrated child safety seats, automatic climate control, remote keyless entry, anti-theft devices, heated windshields, and particular air filters.

There are now more than 175 million licensed drivers in the United States; 200 million registered vehicles; and 4 million miles of paved roads and highways

The Automobile and the Future

We will see in the future new inventive ideas that will lead us into the new millennium and beyond. No doubt that these ideas will continue to change the way we think, act and respond.
Unit 2: Human Physical and Psychological Issues
OBJECTIVES:  Inform the student with the important physical and psychological issues of the driver

Vision

Hearing

Emotional state

Effects of alcohol and drugs.

The Eyes and Vision:    Good vision is needed for driving. Most of what you do behind the wheel is dependent upon your eyesight. If you cannot see clearly, you cannot judge distances or spot trouble, so you won’t be able to do something about it. You need to see “out of the corner of your eye.” This lets you spot cars creeping up on either side of you while your eyes are on the road ahead.

You may see clearly and still not be able to judge distances. Good distance judgment is important in knowing how far you are from the other vehicles. Many people who may see clearly in the daytime have trouble seeing in the night, they get what is called “night blindness.” Some persons see poorly in dim light, and others may have trouble with the glare of headlights.

It is important to wear your eyeglasses or corrective contact lenses while driving; the Department of Motor Vehicles may suspend or revoke your license if you violate this restriction.

Visual Acuity

The sharpness of your eyesight is very important in driving a vehicle. You must be able to see clearly with no fuzziness. If you have fuzziness or are unable to deciphering objects you should have your eyes checked by a physician, you are probably in need of prescription eyeglasses.

Distance Judgment (Depth Perception).

Distance judgment is how far you can see ahead of you and how you determine objects to be. Distance judgment is when you look 10 to 15 down the roadway to prepare for any driving maneuvers that you may have to do.

Peripheral Vision

A driver needs to be able to see everything that is going on around them, including, to the side of the vehicle, without taking their focus off what is happening in front of them. Peripheral vision is being able to see what is going on the sides of you, or “looking out of the corner of your eye.” A person can see movement out of the corner of their eyes, allowing them to react if it affects their driving.

Night Vision

Some drivers have night vision problems, especially the elderly. Lights blur and can “spread out” on the windshield causing a sheen that is difficult to see through. This makes it hard to perceive the distances and the distance of the lights source.

Color Vision.

Drivers may have color vision difficulties. They are unable to decipher between the different colored lights. Which can be very hazardous to themselves and other users of the roadway? The controlled lighting system is based on the color system; Red: Stop, Green: Go, Yellow: Yield; without being able to decipher different colors you will be unable to tell when you should stop or go.

MOVIE TIME:  YOU MAY WATCH VIDEO 2 AT THE WEB SITE

The Ears and Hearing

How well can you hear? How sharp is your hearing? Are you able to hear emergency sirens that are a mile away? Or does the emergency vehicle have to be almost right next to you before you are able to hear it? You should have your regular check-ups on your hearing capabilities.

Partial Deafness

People with partial or total deafness have to rely solely on their vision, to show them everything that is happening on the roadway that they cannot hear. They have to take the required tests at the DMV and have the information placed upon their driver’s license.


If you have a hearing problem and a hearing aid is available for your hearing condition, you must get fitted for it and use it while driving. Hearing is very important for the safety of all users of the roadway. If you cannot hear well, do not play music in your car. Drivers must be able to hear emergency vehicles if they are approaching; otherwise they are going to collide with the emergency vehicle.

Total Deafness

If you are completely deaf, you cannot hear the approach of an emergency vehicle, and this could be a very hazardous combination. A driver must be aware of emergency vehicles to avoid a serious or deadly accident.

Compensation for Impaired Hearing

You may need to get fitted for a hearing aid. Consult a physician to see if this is an option for you. They may not be able to offer a hearing device to you if your hearing impairment is to far advanced.

Other Physical Conditions that can Affect One’s Ability to Safely

Operate A Vehicle.

Fatigue

When you are tired, you are less alert. The body naturally wants to sleep at night and most drivers are less alert at night, especially after midnight. You may not see hazards as soon or react as quickly, so the chance of a crash is greater. If you are sleepy, the only safe cure is to get off the road and get some sleep. If you do not, you risk your life and the lives of others.

Illness

Depending upon what you are suffering from, it could be a hazard to your safety and the safety of others on the road. It is advisable to consult a doctor as to whether your condition allows you to drive a motor vehicle. Do not make a bad judgment in taking the wheel when your responses are slow, you are feeling weak, light headed, are taking medications that can affect your driving, etc. This is best left up to a professional doctor. 

Deformities


Deformities and loss of limbs can prevent you from driving safely. There are special accessories that can be placed in vehicles to help them drive and operate the vehicle safely. The purpose of these devices is to allow drivers to drive just like anyone else. 

Steadiness

If your hands and eyes are not steady, neither will your vehicle when you are driving on the road. If you are not steady, you cannot stay within your lane. If nervous, tense scared, angry, etc. this can greatly affect your driving. Medications can also cause a person to feel uneasy, causing them to be inconsistent in their driving. 

Muscular Condition

Certain muscular conditions can keep you from being a driver. Depending upon the condition, if you cannot perform the basic handling of a motor vehicle, then you will either have to have special equipment or else you will not be able to drive. However, check with your physician for more details, each case is based on individually.

Disqualifying Conditions (When Applying for a Driver’s License)

The following conditions may keep an applicant from receiving a driver’s license. Each condition should be determined on an individual basis. Depending upon the range or severity of the case, you may or may not be qualified for a license. Consult you physician for details on your particular condition, they will be able to determine whether driving is an option for you.
        (1) Cerebral Palsy (Depending on Severity).
        (2) Epilepsy (Depending on Severity).
        (3) Heart Development.
(4) Paralysis (Depending on Severity).

(5) Insanity.
(6) Others conditions.

Affects of Carbon Monoxide Poisoning

Carbon monoxide poisoning is a deadly gas that is emitted from the vehicle as it burns gasoline. Never run a vehicle in a sealed or closed up structure such as a garage with the door closed. The carbon monoxide builds up and silently and quickly will kill anyone who is in the vehicle or garage. A vehicle may have emission problems that may send the poisonous gas into the vehicle as you are driving. That is why it is so important to have your vehicle checked by a mechanic on a regular basis.

The Psychological Nature of the Driver:

Attitudes Essential to Good Driving

Readiness and Motivation

You should be ready to take on the driving task, with a good attitude and with motivation once you have completed your driver’s education course and have taken   your driver’s training instruction. You should be prepared by knowing your rules and      regulations. All drivers should know where they are going and the route they need to take to get there. You and your instructor will know when you are ready to operate a moving vehicle. Your instructor will give you your foundation to safe driving. This foundation will make you ready to operate later on your own.

Causes of Behavior Variables

Emotional Tension

Everyone has good days and bad days. Driving when you have emotional tension, whether caused by family or work problem is not a good idea. Others on the road can easily irate you and can cause you to drive irrationally. You might make choices you wouldn’t normally make under more calm conditions. Maybe putting others in your vehicle and others on the roadway in an unsafe situation. The best thing for you to do is not drive. Pull the vehicle over and let someone else drive, or wait until you have calmed down.

The environmental conditions around you can make your driving day tedious and stressful. Once you leave the safety of your home and you are out on the roadway with thousands of other people, who are having their own problems and their own agendas. You have to deal   with each driver as you driver along. Do not let the outside environment dictate your behavior as   a driver.

 Environmental Conditions

The weather and roads’ conditions add to driver’s stress and tensions. If it is raining out and a driver is having a hard time seeing through the constant pouring of water on their windshield, it causes their tensions and anxiety level to rise. If you add in the emotional conditions of other drivers and irrational drivers and irrational drivers’ behavior, you have a serious hazard on your hands.

Road construction & other environmental conditions cause drivers to get upset and they may take out their aggressions out on you or other drivers.  Drivers who take out their aggressions on others, may have a direct affect on you by their behavior to others.
Heredity

Some drivers distinguish the same traits as other family members. For example: Your father is a lead foot and has erratic driving practices, speeding in and out of slow traffic, making his driving unsafe. His son grows up and takes after his father and also driver unsafely, thinking it is okay because “dad does it.” Some parents pass on emotional disorders that affects their child’s driving.

Physical Conditions

Physical Conditions can also affect the way a person drives. Some people have conditions which allow them to only drive for short distances, or drivers who have night vision problems, where the lights become spotty or spread out and it is hard to see. Peripheral vision problems if the driver is blind in one eye they may have to compensate for that.

Training

When a student is learning to drive normally their instructor and their     parents teach him or her. If each person is training them differently, that can and will confuse the student as to which method is the proper and safest way to drive a motor vehicle.

Undesired Traits of a Driver

Aggressiveness

Aggressive behavior causes accidents. It causes tempers to rise, it means that the aggressive driver is going to have a full driving record. Aggressive behavior usually means that the driver is neglecting the safety rules of the road. This will lead to citations for violating the law of the road. Aggressive drivers pose a hazard and risk to all users of the roadway.

Egotism

Some drivers enter the roadway thinking that they are “the best driver on the road.” This overconfidence can lead to raised tempers. A good driver enters the roadway respecting the vehicle they are driving and they are courteous to other drivers. Egotism is something that is better left behind. When drivers think only of themselves that cannot be safe drivers to everyone else on the road.

Emotional Instability

Foolishness as a driver can be deadly. If you are not a confident driver you will hesitate in emergency situations. Relax as a driver, but be prepared to handle what you may encounter. If you find yourself at a loss of what to do, then it is best if you sign-up for more driver education and training.

Exhibitionism

Exhibition of speed is illegal. Never race cars from a stop, or exhibit irrational driving behavior. Do not try to show off in your vehicle by racing, “peeling out,” over-steering, speeding, etc. Driving behavior such as these create an unsafe driving environment for others on the road. It is also violating the rules & regulations of the road, of which you have professed to, abide by.

Irresponsibility 
Driving irresponsibly cause accidents, injuries and deaths. Every time the driver gets behind the wheel, they must take their responsibility very seriously. The slightest error can set-off devastating affects. Tailgating, speeding, cutting drivers off, weaving in and out of traffic, etc. are all examples of irresponsible driving.

Inexperience vs Immaturity 


New drivers usually lack driving skills that older drivers have. Usually inexperienced drivers tend to lack attention in areas that truly are important for everyone’s safety. Drivers should always work on improving their driving skills. New drivers tend to over react or over-steer when in stressful situations and have a hard time handling skids due to their improper braking skills. You also have to take into consideration things like in car distractions such as cell phones, cd’s, smoking, & other passengers. Plus natural conditions such as fog, rain, and snow. 

Anger Management and Statistics


Anger management while driving is very important. People who cannot control their anger usually make poor decisions that increase the danger of everyone driving near them. Road Rage is when someone reacts in an angry manner when another driver uses poor driving skills or procedures. It means that one act out their frustration with their vehicle by tailgating or yelling and getting violent towards others. 


Road rage is on the rise; as a matter of fact it’s increased 50% since 1990. The fact that more people are sharing the road does not help the situation and people carrying weapons make road rage even more dangerous. Statistically road rage affects both male and female drivers equally. And the number one reason for road rage is drunk drivers being followed. 

Unit 3: The Effect of Natural Forces on your Vehicle
OBJECTIVES:

Students will better understand :

Natural forces acting on vehicle while

Stopping

Maneuvering

During a crash

Students will also understand why certain features of a vehicle and maneuvers mitigate the effects of crash forces.

NATURAL FORCES AFFECTING THE DRIVER

Natural Laws and Driving an Automobile

The automobile is equipped and designed to safely overcome and deal with natural forces. The movement of the vehicle and safe operation is dependent upon these natural forces.


Kinetic energy allows the vehicle to move. Inertia holds the propelling movement of the vehicle, or it will hold the isolation of the vehicle. As a driver you must:


1. Develop a great appreciation of the natural laws of motion and their importance.


2. Develop an understanding of kinetic energy and inertia and their relationship to the operation and control of a vehicle. 


3. Develop an appreciation of the reasonable nature of speed laws.


4. Types of accidents cause by the operator’s miss-judge the force of natural laws.

The driver of a motor vehicle encounters these energy forces every time they drive. However, accidents or “close-calls” are where the driver may become aware of how these forces affect them. A driver may be thrown forward upon an impact with another vehicle, showing the forces of kinetic energy.

Types of Accidents Cause by Misjudging Natural Forces

Not taking into consideration gravity, when braking on a downhill roadway the driver can cause an accident when they misjudge the forces that continue to propel the vehicle in motion. When misjudgment is made the driver may act too late or not brake enough to overcome the natural forces, therefore colliding into another object.

The Force of Gravity:

Definition: The Force That Pulls Objects Towards the Center of the Earth.

What goes up must come down. Gravity will pull a vehicle down an incline, just as it would a ball rolling down hill. 

Uphill  

 When traveling uphill the driver will need to use their lower gears to overcome the pull of gravity. Shift into a lower gear as you are climbing, if you find that the vehicle is having a hard time keeping its current speed. You will find that this will help keep your vehicle going uphill. The driver may require changing into an even a lower gear if the vehicle is still losing speed.

Downhill


When traveling downhill the driver will be gaining speed. This is a result of gravity       pulling the vehicle downward. The driver may require a change into a lower gear to keep their control over the vehicle. If the vehicle gains too much downhill speed, the driver will have a hard time controlling the vehicle. Depending upon the degree of the decline, the driver may require changing into an even lower gear to overcome the force of gravity while staying in control of the vehicle.

Use of Gears, Brakes, and Wheel Blocks in Parking on Inclines.

When a driver is parking on an incline they must be aware that if they 

do not park correctly their vehicle will roll away, causing a serious hazard. Ways that a driver can keep their vehicle idle is by the use of gears, brakes, and blocks.

Gears


The driver must park in the proper gear for the direction of the incline. In a standard transmission vehicle the driver who is parking their vehicle on a downhill should park in reverse gear. Always use the parking brake and aim the tires into the curb.


If the driver is parking their vehicle on an uphill they should use their first gear. Again always use the parking brake and aim the tires into the curb.


 If the driver is driving an automatic transmission vehicle they must park in the parked position. They must use their parking brake and aim their tire into the curb.

Brakes

The driver who is parking on an incline must use their parking or emergency brake. The brake should be pulled all the way up to assure that it is set properly. If the vehicle is not set properly gravity will force its self and the vehicle will careen down the incline.

The Force of Friction:

Definition of Friction: The Resistance to Movement of One Surface over Another Surface.

Friction allows the tires to turn on the road. Therefore, moving the vehicle in the direction you want.

The friction on the plates of the clutch energizes the gears, allowing the vehicle to move.

The brakes design & system forces friction between the lining & drum, which forces the vehicle to stop.

Two types of friction go into effect, allowing the vehicle to stop. Stopping on the road’s surface is the resistance of one surface to the motion of another.

Poor road conditions lessen the contract that the tires have on the road’s surface. Which in turn reduces the friction. Poor brake and tire conditions also have the same lessened affect with friction. Therefore, causing the driver of a motor vehicle to have less control over the vehicle.

Due to friction being a source of heat, there is contact wear on the surfaces of the vehicle’s parts that are in contact with the opposing movement.

The less tread a driver has on their tires, the less friction you will have on the road’s surface. The newer tire has more tread and has a better “hold” on the road. The Older Tires “grip” on the road’s surface is reduced. This means that the driver of the newer tire has more control on the vehicle.

Centrifugal and Centripetal Force:

Centrifugal Force (not a real force) is the Reaction to the Centripetal Force (force which keeps an object moving in a curved path) Necessary to Hold an Object at a Fixed Point in a Rotating Frame.


The cyclists must react to the centrifugal force, which would pull them out ward. The operator of a motor vehicle does not encounter the great significance of the force to the extent of the operator of a two-wheeled vehicle does. Naturally we feel the force and tend to lean without realizing we are.


The operator of a motor vehicle must reduce their speed when entering a curve.

Otherwise they cannot enter at the right speed or position to follow the centripetal force. This could cause them to lose control of the vehicle

Brake gradually and Gently, If Braking is needed While Cornering.


Avoid braking on a curve. Braking being friction along with centripetal forces can pull the vehicle out of control. If you must brake on a curve, do so gently so that you do not lose of control of the vehicle.

Force of Impact

The greater the speed, the greater the impact and consequences. The vehicle’s speed, with the bodies within the vessel; along with the combined weight of the vehicle and bodies of occupants are all factors into the force of impact. The impact is much greater with increased speed, a larger carrying load. The vehicle is a dangerous and deadly weapon when a driver does not take in all of the factor and conditions that go along with driving.

You must also be aware that the force of the impact as it relates to speed is only one aspect. You also need to realize that the cars coming at you and their speed will also increase the impact exponentially. 

Vehicle Characteristics; Body Rigidity, and “Crush Zones"

The vehicle has been designed with “crash zones,” that help reduce the force of impact on the occupants. The more the body resists to the impact of an accident, the more the injuries. Because the driver and/or passenger are aware of what is just about to happen, or is happening; they tense their body in preparation. This “rigidity” causes injuries in its self. It is noted that drunk drivers usually survive a serious accident with little to no injury. While the driver of the vehicle they hit is seriously or even fatally injured. This has also been seen in some drivers who have fallen asleep behind the wheel.

MOVIE TIME:  YOU MAY WATCH VIDEO 3 AT THE WEB SITE

Unit 4: Signs, Signals, and Road Markings
OBJECTIVES:                            Students will understand:

The purpose and meaning of traffic signs, signals, and road markings.
SIGNS, SIGNALS, AND HIGHWAY MARKINGS

Recognizing Traffic Control Signals and Markings

Purpose of Traffic Controls

To drive safely, you must follow many rules.  The traffic control aids the driver with those rules.  To follow these rules, the driver must know what traffic lights and signs mean.  A driver must understand the proper use of right-of-way laws, and how to use traffic lanes.  The driver must know where and when to stop, go, yield, park, etc.  That is what the purpose of all traffic control signals and pavement markings.

Regulation

The purpose for regulation signals and markings is to regulate the control of traffic, roads and parking.  The rules are set with safety in mind.  Drivers are responsible for knowing their meaning and obeying the rules.  The rules vary from traffic stop signs and lights to help control and intersection for safety reasons.  The driver must obey the regulatory signs.

Warning

The warning signs and signals are to warn of a potential danger on the roadway, which may cause a driver to slow, change lanes, crossroads, signal ahead, yield, etc.

Information

Informational signs are used to tell the driver the distance form city to city, street distances, airports, etc.  So a driver knows where they need to go without having to pull out a map and take their eyes off the road.

Guidance

The guidance sign tell a driver different things.  These signs are posted wherever needed and let motorists know which services are available in their vicinity.  Such services include service stations, airports, recreational areas, rest areas, etc.

Meaning Of Traffic Control Signals

Traffic control signals tell a driver when to stop, yield, or go at an intersection or crossing.  They regulate the traffic flow, to help reduce congestion and accidents.

Traffic Lights

A red traffic light means STOP, to allow other traffic in an opposite position have use of the intersection or crossing.  A green light means GO, However the driver must let any vehicles or pedestrians remaining in the intersection when the light changes to green, to get through the intersection before the driver can move ahead.  A yellow light means CAUTION.  This warns the driver that the red signal is about to appear.  When a driver sees the yellow light, they should stop, if they can do so safely.  

Arrows

Arrows tell a driver when a right, left, or U-turn can be made.  They may be red, telling a driver that they must stop and not make a turn; Yellow, telling a driver to be cautious; Or Green, telling a driver to go within the specified lane that the arrow directs within the lane.

Flashing Signals


A flashing yellow light or lights indicate to the driver to be cautious.  Informing the driver there may be a hazard, cross traffic to watch for, etc., Slow down and be especially alert.


A flashing red light or lights indicates to the driver to stop completely; then wait until it is your turn to proceed safely.

Lane Signals

Many streets have signals that designate what each of the lanes is used for and what they are allowed to do within that lane.

Obey the Literal Interpretation of Everyday Laws.

 Laws and regulations are in place for the sole purpose of safety. A driver must obey the rules of the road in order keep themselves and other driver’s safe on the roadways. Follow and pay attention to all traffic signs, signals and laws that apply to operating a motor vehicle.
Why Stop Completely at STOP Signs?

A STOP sign and Red lights are traffic control devices that tell a driver that they must stop their vehicle. STOP signs are implemented to control the traffic flow, and to keep drivers from collision. Avoiding a STOP sign or RED light, or not stopping completely at either, usually results in an accident with another vehicle, pedestrian, or bicyclists. Always stop completely, and check for traffic, pedestrian crosswalk, and bicycles. Wait until you have the RIGHT-OF-WAY. At a traffic signal (RED light) wait until the light changes to green, then wait for pedestrian and traffic is clear to proceed.

 What Does “YIELD” Really Mean?
The definition of YIELD: To give way to. This means that a driver at a YIELD sign shall give way to the on coming traffic. This may mean a driver may need to stop at a YIELD sign until it is clear for them to pull out into the traffic. Other times traffic; may be clear so they may proceed. Drivers on the roadway that the driver shall be yielding to may have merging traffic sign. This is so the drivers on the roadway are prepared to give way to the driver that is coming onto the road. Yielding for other drivers allows traffic to be consistent, and helps limit potential collisions; since drivers that are yielding on to a roadway are usually traveling at a much lower rate of speed.

Common Courtesy Is a Key to Safety.

Always drive with a good attitude towards other drivers, Courtesy is contagious. Never insist upon getting the right-of-way. Courtesy and not insisting on taking the right-of-way the driver can avoid serious injury to you and other drivers.

Intersection Safety

Scan For Traffic Controls and Prohibitive Signs

The driver should scan before entering an intersection in whether the intersection has any traffic control devices.  The driver needs to know what to be prepared for.  Whether the intersection has stop signs, Traffic signal lights or prohibitive signs.  A good driver is always scanning the roadway so they are prepared for any and all situations.

Scan For Potential Hazards

Potential problems within an intersection could be an accident, pedestrians, or vehicles remaining within the intersection, causing the driver to slow or stop.  Many things can happen at an intersection so the driver of a vehicle must be prepared at all time to handle the situations that may arise.  Look before entering the intersection.

Controlled Intersections

A controlled intersection is any intersection in which a traffic device is in place.  Such as traffic signals or traffic control signs.  The controlled intersection controls the traffic flow.

Flashing Signal Lights


Sometimes flashing lights are put into place when a traffic control light is not working properly; this allows vehicles to use the flashing light as a traffic stop sign.  Flashing lights also regulate areas that are of caution, to yield to other vehicles.  This is to make drivers aware to the potential hazard.

Circular arrows


Circular arrows signal to a driver in a certain lane what they should do, controlling the flow of traffic through that intersection.

Right Turn on Red Signals


A driver must stop completely when behind the “limit line.”  Check for prohibitive signs.  If allowed to turn right on red, the driver must first check the crosswalks.  Then the driver must check the traffic in each direction and wait until it’s safe and clear to make their right turn.

Designated Lanes


In an intersection there will be lanes that must go right, forward and left controlling the direction and the flow of the vehicles through the intersection.

Pavement and Curb Marking-Purpose and Meaning

Yellow Centerline Markings

Broken Line

Yellow lines mark the center of a two-way road. The driver may pass on a two-way road if the centerline is broken, and it is safe to do so.

Solid Line Next to Broken Lines

Where solid and broken yellow lines together, this means that only one lane of traffic may pass at this point.  If the driver has a broken line on their side of the roadway this means that they are allowed to pass, when it is safe to do so.  However, if the driver has the solid line on their side of the roadway, passing is not permitted.  The line when solid can only be crossed to enter or to exit a driveway or private road.

Double Solid Lines on Two-Lane Roadways

Two solid lines on a two-way roadway means that it is not permitted for either lane to pass through this section of roadway.

Double Solid Lines on Four-Lane Roadways

Two sets of solid double lines on a four-way highway represent a solid wall.  Do not drive on or over such lines.  The driver may not make a left turn or U-Turn across them.  Cross only at a plainly marked opening.
White Line Markings

Broken

Broken white lines mark and separate the lanes going in the same direction on the roadway or street, and allow passing within the lanes.

Solid

Solid white lines means that this area the driver is not allowed crossing, it indicates the bike lane, the side of the right hand lane or the side of the roadway.

Lines with Arrows

Many streets have signs painted on pavement that indicate what each of the lanes is used for, such as:



       -Only left, U-Turn, right or straight.



       -The vehicle in the left lane can go left or straight.



       -The vehicle in the right lane can go right or straight.

This kind of marking helps control the traffic congestion and flow, by giving directional lanes.

Curb Markings.

Purpose

   Painted curbs indicate that parking is controlled, permitted, restricted, or not permitted.  Curb Markings are designed to regulate parking areas and spaces.

 Color


White:  Very short stops. Only to take or leave off passengers, or to put mail in the mailbox.  The white zone is for the loading and unloading of passenger vehicles only. 

 Green:  Park for a limited amount of time.  The time is usually posted on a sign next to or near the green zone, or is painted on the curb.


Yellow:  Loading zone.  A driver may stop, but only long enough to load or unload freight or passengers.  No longer than the local ordinances allow.  Drivers of non-commercial vehicles are usually required to remain in their vehicle in this zone.


Red:  No stopping, standing or parking any time.  This is usually a fire or emergency vehicle zone; or it blocks the view of the road or intersection.


Blue:  This indicates parking for the disabled only.  In order to park in the blue zone the driver must display a placard or the license plate must be specially marked.

Additional Pavement Markings-Color and Purpose

When parking alongside a curb, the front and back wheels; that are closest to the curb; should be within 18 inches of the curb.  Never park at the end of a curb.  This is usually a driveway, intersection or crossing.  Cars turning cannot see the driveway or crossing traffic clearly, causing an obstruction in their view.

Obstructions
Never park where a vehicle is blocking the view of other drivers on the roadway.  Never park in the street, just because all the parking places at the curb are taken.  This is called “double parking” and it is against the law.  Never park in an intersection, crosswalk, on a sidewalk, or near a fire hydrant or a fire station driveway. Never park on the freeway, unless it is an emergency.

Stop Lines.

White lines, a foot or more wide, painted across traffic lanes, means that the driver must stop the vehicle behind that line.  This keeps the vehicle out of the intersection and out of the way of pedestrians and cross traffic.  These wide lines are called “limit lines.”

Crosswalks

Every intersection, where streets with sidewalks meet “at about right angles” has a crosswalk for pedestrians and bicyclists to cross the street.  The crosswalk is part of the pavement where the sidewalk lines would extend across the street.  Solid yellow or white lines mark many pedestrians crosswalk.  Some crossings, especially in residential areas, are not marked.

Railroad Crossings

Double Yellow, or a single white line, is the limit lines; flashing red lights warn the driver of an approaching on the tracks.  Where a crossing has a gate, this is to keep vehicles off the tracks when the train is nearing the crossing.  Never stop on the tracks.  Trains cannot stop quickly enough to avoid a collision with a vehicle.


At crossings there must be in place a stop sign or a traffic light.  The sign that a driver should look for a Black and yellow, or white and black “X”, which say “railroad crossing” on them.  Lights, stop signs or gates do not control all railroad crossings; this makes for a very hazardous and dangerous situation.  At an uncontrolled crossing the driver must stop completely, and look down the tracks in both directions before crossing the tracks, making sure that there are no oncoming trains.

School Warnings.

Flashing yellow lights, flash when school is in session and students are commuting.  A sign will also be posted.  A yellow pentagon that show a person with a child and says, “School Xing”.  Flashing red lights mean a driver should be watching for and must stop for children and pedestrians.  The speed limit in a school zone is 25 mph, when children are present.  Also, watch for road markings.  The pavement will also say “school Xing” in yellow paint.

Understanding Pictorial Messages as Instant Communication (Color and Meaning)

Pictorial messages are signs that inform the drivers on a roadway to the rules, dangers, directions, information, and services. All drivers should be completely informed to what all of the colors and symbols mean in order to make responsible and quick decisions.

Regulation-Red, Black, or Red on White

Black on white or red on white regulatory signs tell the driver what to do while driving. The driver must obey these signs just as all traffic laws.


The STOP sign is white on red; its shape is octagon. This tells the driver they must STOP. The Stop sign also indicates where the driver is to stop the vehicle.


A red signal light or red signal arrow tells the driver they must STOP. The driver must stop at a Limit Line upon seeing the red light. Prepare in advance to stop the vehicle when you see the light is red. Do not turn if there is a sign posted for “NO TURN ON RED.”


A flashing red light tells the driver to STOP; this acts just as a STOP sign. After stopping, proceed when safe, observing the right-of-way rules.


Many street crossings have pedestrian signals, which tell pedestrians when to and when not to cross an intersection or crossing. A red crossing light, which portrays a RAISED HAND, and says “DON’T WALK,” tells pedestrians that they should yield to vehicles. If the lights start flashing, this tells the pedestrian not to begin to cross because they may not have enough time to complete the crossing.


The driver should wait until all pedestrians have cleared the intersection. A white and black light, which portrays a WALKING PERSON, and says “WALK,” tells pedestrians that they may walk. While making sure that the vehicles yield to the pedestrians.


The YIELD sign is red and white, its shape is an upside down triangle, and says, “YIELD” on it. When the driver sees the symbol they should be ready to stop, and let traffic (including pedestrians and bikers) pass before going ahead. Go only when it is safe.


The DO NOT ENTER sign tells the driver danger is ahead, because vehicles will be coming towards them, usually found on a freeway off ramp.


 The WRONG WAY sign may be with the DO NOT ENTER sign. If the driver sees one or both of these signs, drive to the side and stop. They are going against traffic. Back out or turn around and go back to the road they were on, when safe. (At night, road reflectors will shine red in your headlights when you are going the wrong way.)  These signs are white on red signs. They are usually square, with an additional horizontal rectangle sign attached at the bottom stating WRONG WAY.


A red circle with a red line through it always means NO. If the driver encounters a sign which has a right, left, or a U arrow with a red circle and a red line through it, the driver must not make that type of maneuver. The sign may also state NO RIGHT TURN, NO LEFT TURN, OR NO U TURN.  The driver must obey these signs. These signs are square in shape. With an additional horizontal rectangle sign, attached to the bottom of the square sign; this usually is where the words are displayed of what the driver should not do.


Regulatory signs are black on white signs that tell the driver driving rules, which they must obey.  Their shapes differ as well as there meaning.   These include but not limited to the following:


Slower traffic Keep Right The keep right sign appears with an arrow pointing to the right. Arrows pointed to the left with the word ONLY tell the driver that they may only make a left turn. ONE WAY with an arrow is depicting the direction of the ONE WAY. TWO WAY traffic ahead, tells the driver that there will be oncoming traffic ahead. NO TURNS, tell the driver they may not turn. EMERGENCY PARKING ONLY tells the driver that they cannot park or stand the vehicle in this area, unless it is an emergency. DO NOT PASS tells the driver not to pass in this zone. A LEFT and or U-TURN ARROW with the words ON LEFT ARROW ONLY. This tells the driver that they may TURN LEFT or make a U-TURN ONLY when the traffic signal light indicates by a LEFT ARROW signal.

Guide-Green

A GREEN light tells the driver to GO, but first they must let any vehicles, bicycles, or pedestrians remaining in the intersection when the signal changes to green. Do not enter an intersection, even when the light is green, unless you can completely cross the intersection before the light turns red. If the heavy traffic causes the driver to block traffic, they can be cited for blocking an intersection,


A GREEN ARROW pointing right or left allows the driver to make a “protected” turn. Oncoming vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians are stopped by a red light as long as the green arrow is lighted. The GREEN ARROW tells the driver to GO, but first yield to any vehicles, bicycles or pedestrians remaining in the intersection.

Warning-Yellow

Many road signs warn drivers to slow down, and watch for hazards ahead. Most warning signs are yellow and shaped like a diamond. Some common warning signs are described as follow:


A diamond yellow sign with a big black “+”, this tells the driver that another road will intersect with their road. Warning to be cautious of traffic pulling out or crossing the road.


 A diamond yellow sign, which depicts a traffic light on it, tells driver that there is a traffic signal ahead. 


 A diamond yellow sign a with an arrow going one way, with another line going through an arrow, tells the driver that another lane of traffic will be merging with their lane.


 A diamond yellow sign which depicts a stick figure of a person walking through two lines, tells the driver that there is a pedestrian crosswalk ahead and the pedestrian has the right-of-way.


A diamond yellow sign, which has one straight black line next to a curved black line, tells the driver that the right lane ends ahead. The driver in the right lane needs to merge over to the lane immediately to their left.


The signs described below are placed where a cement strip or wall ends or begins. These signs warn drivers that lines painted on the road will only mark the center of the two-way road. 


A diamond yellow sign that depicts two straight arrows, on pointing up and one pointing down, inform the driver of TWO WAY TRAFFIC ahead. (Sometimes this sign may have the words stated below the diamond on the sign, on a horizontal rectangle sign.)


 A diamond yellow sign that depicts two arrows opposing each other (up and down). Which are going around a solid black center tells the driver that they are going from directly opposing lanes to having a median or wall. The median will separate the two lanes.


A diamond yellow sign that says END DIVIDED ROAD, this indicates that the median or wall will end and that lanes will be directly opposing each other.

Construction-Orange

The orange construction signs inform drivers of construction zones. Some signs depict lane closures; a flagman, speed reduction, slow, ramp closures, detours, detour routes, date and time of closures, work crews, etc. Orange cones on the road will indicate driver to an area that is blocked off to traffic due to construction or maintenance. Drivers must watch for trucks with flashing white arrows, these indicate to drivers that a work crew is either working in a lane and that the drivers need to merge into the appropriate lane. A driver needs to be especially cautious around construction and maintenance areas, due to the work crews being on or just off the road. It is highly dangerous work to the workers, if drivers do not obey the construction and maintenance signs. The California construction and maintenance department is called “Caltrans,” these employees of the transportation department always drive orange vehicles.

Service-Blue

The blue signs usually indicate drivers of services for motorists. These are REST AREAS, GASOLINE SERVICE STATIONS, FOOD, AND ACCOMMODATIONS. The following describe the pictures and the meaning:

SERVICE STATIONS:  should show a small vertical box, which looks like a gas pump. The sign usually says SERVICE STATION. Some highways will give motorists all of the service stations available at an exit or off ramp.

REST AREAS:  REST AREA signs tell the motorists the distance to the next rest area. The sign may indicate whether restrooms are at the rest area or not.

FOOD:  Signs that tell motorists of food services are white on blue and have a drink, fork, and knife. Sometimes the sign may spell it out and say Food. On some highways, the signs may give the motorists a list of available food services at an exit or off ramp.

ACCOMMODATIONS:  The sign will show a white on blue picture of a tent shape (which is a triangle shape). On some highways, the sign may give motorists a list of those available accommodations.

Recreational-Brown


The brown and white signs on the highways and roadway help drivers to recreational and cultural interests.

SKIING AREAS:  This brown and white sign shows a figure of a person on skies. This sign usually states skiing area underneath the figure.

CAMP GROUNDS:  This brown and white sign shows a tent. This sign indicates the location of Camp Grounds.

PICNIC AREAS AND DAY CAMPS:  This brown and white sign shows a picnic bench.

HIKING TRAILS:  These brown and white signs depict the figure of a person hiking with a waling stick.


Signs that give words only are museums, performing arts, historic sites and landmarks, ghost shows, fairgrounds, etc. these are all white and brown signs that aid drivers to events and cultural interests.

Shapes

Octagon-Stop

The octagon stop sign is the most recognized sign. It is bright red with white bold letter that spell out STOP. The driver upon seeing this distinct sign should stop and use the right of way law.

Triangle-Yield

This is usually a red on white upside down triangle sign, with the word YIELD in bold red. The driver upon seeing this distinct sign should prepare to stop or make way for another vehicle entering the roadway.

Round-Railroad Crossing

These round signs are both yellow and black, or white and black. These signs depict an “X” and state railroad crossing. Upon seeing the distinct sign the driver should pay attention to whether this is a controlled crossing or an uncontrolled crossing. The driver needs to obey the rules regarding railroad crossings.

Vertical Rectangle-Regulatory

Regulatory signs give drivers the rules of the road. These signs tell drivers that speed limit, no left turn, no right turn, etc. Drivers need to pay close attention to these signs, as well as all the others.

Pentagon-School

This is a unique design for school zones; these are usually yellow warning signs. The driver upon seeing this sign should slow to 25 mph, if it is during school hours or if children are present
.

Pennant- No passing

This is a regulatory sign that looks like a side way-elongated triangle. This sign also states the words NO TRESPASSING. The driver upon seeing this black on white sign should not attempt to pass.

Diamond-Warning

These signs warn driver’s possible dangers on the roadway. The diamond shape is indicative of the common warning signs. These black on yellow signs inform the driver to be prepared for the hazardous situation. This could mean a steep grade in the road, end of a divided road, pedestrian crosswalk, merging traffic, a traffic signal light, etc.

Traffic Control Devices (Vehicle Code Sections):

Official Traffic Control Signals 21450 CVC.

Whenever traffic is controlled by official traffic control signals showing different colored lights, or colored lighted arrows, successfully, one at a time, or in combination, on the colors green, yellow, and red shall be used, except for pedestrian control signals, and those lights shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and pedestrians as provided in this chapter.

Circular Green or Green Arrow 21451 CVC.

 (a) A driver facing a circular green signal shall proceed straight through or turn right or left or make a U-turn unless a sign prohibits a U-turn. Any driver, including one turning, shall yield the right-of-way to other traffic and to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk.

(b) A driver facing a green arrow signal, shown alone or in combination with another indication, shall enter the intersection only to make the movement indicated by that green arrow or any other movement that is permitted by other indications shown at the same time. A driver facing a left green arrow may also make a U-turn unless prohibited by a sign. A driver shall yield the right-of-way to the other traffic and to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection at the time that signal is first shown.


(d) A pedestrian facing a green arrow turn signal, unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian control signal as provided in section 21456, shall not enter the roadway.

Circular Yellow or Yellow Arrow 21452 CVC

 (a) A driver facing a steady circular yellow or yellow signal is, by that signal, warned that the related green movement is ending or that a red indication will be shown immediately thereafter.

 (b) A pedestrian facing a steady circular yellow or a yellow arrow signal, unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian control signal as provided in section 21452, is, by that signal warned that there is insufficient time to cross the roadway and shall not enter the roadway.

Circular Red or Red Arrow 21453 CVC

 (a) A driver facing a steady circular red signal alone shall stop at a marked limit line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near of the intersection or, if none then before entering the intersection, and shall remain stopped until an indication to proceed is shown, except as provided in subdivision (b) Except when a sign is in place prohibiting a turn, a driver, after stopping as required by subdivision (a), facing a steady circular red signal, may turn right, or turn left from a one-way street onto a one-way street. A driver making such a turn shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within and adjacent crosswalk and to traffic lawfully using the intersection. (c ) A driver facing a steady read arrow signal shall not enter the intersection to make the movement indicated by the arrow and, unless entering the intersection to make a movement permitted by another signal, shall stop at a clearly marked limit line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if none, then before entering the intersection, and shall remain stopped until an indication permitting movement is shown.(d) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian control signal as provided by section 21456, a pedestrian facing a steady circular red or red arrow signal shall not enter the roadway.

Lane Use Control Signals 21454 CVC.

When lane use control signals are placed over individual lanes, those signals shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles as follows:


(a) Green indication:  A driver may travel in any lane over which green signal is shown.


(b) Steady yellow indication:  A driver is thereby warned that a lane control change is being made.


(c) Steady red indication:  A driver shall not enter or travel in any lane over which a red signal is shown.


(d) Flashing Yellow Indication:  A driver may use the lane only for the purpose of making a left turn to or from the highway.

Signal At Other Places 21455 CVC.

When an official traffic control signal is erected and maintained at a place other than an intersection, the provisions of this article shall be applicable except those provisions which by their nature can have no application. Any stop required shall be made at a sign or crosswalk or limit line indicating where the stop shall be made, but in the absence of any such sign or marking the stop shall be made at the signal.

Flashing Signals 21457 CVC.
Whenever an illuminated flashing red or yellow light is used in a traffic signal or with a traffic sign, it shall require obedience by drivers as follows:


(a) Flashing red (stop sign):  When a red lens is illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, a driver shall stop at a clearly marked limit line, but if none, before entering the     crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering it, and the driver may proceed subject to the rules applicable after making a stop at a stop sign.


(b) Flashing yellow (caution signal):  When a yellow lens is illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, a driver may proceed through the intersection or past the signal only with caution.

Curb Markings. 21458 CVC

 (a) Whenever local authorities enact local parking regulations and indicate them by the use of paint upon curbs the following colors only shall be used, and the colors indicate as follows:


(1) Red indicates no stopping, standing, or parking, whether the vehicle is attended or unattended, except that a bus may stop in a red zone marked or sign posted as a bus loading zone.


(2) Yellow indicates stopping only for the purpose of loading or unloading passengers or freight for the time as may be specified by local ordinance.


(3) White indicates stopping for the purpose of the following purposes:


(A) Loading or unloading of passengers for the time as may be specified by local ordinance.


(B) Depositing main in an adjacent mailbox.


(4) Green indicates time limit parking specified by local ordinance.


(5) Blue indicates parking limited exclusively to the vehicles of disabled persons and disabled veterans.


(b) Regulations adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be effective on days and during hours or times as prescribed by local ordinances.

Distinctive Roadway Markings 21459 CVC

 (a) The department of transportation in respect to state highways and a local authority with respect to highways under its jurisdiction is authorized to place and maintain     upon highways distinctive roadway markings as described and with the affects set forth in   section 21460.


(b) The distinctive roadway markings shall be employed to designate any portion of a highway where the volume of traffic or the vehicle or other curvature of the roadway renders wt hazardous to drive on the left side of the marking or to indicate no driving to the left as provided in section 21460, and shall not be employed for any other purpose.


(c ) Any pavement marking other than as described in this section placed by the Department of Transportation or and local authority shall not be effective to indicate no driving over or to the left of the marking.

Double Lines.21460 CVC

 (a) When double parallel solid lines are in place, no person driving a vehicle shall drive to the left thereof, except as permitted in the section.


(b) When the double parallel lines, one of which is broken, are in place, no person driving a vehicle shall drive to the left thereof, except as follows:


(1) That the driver on that side of the roadway in which the broken line is in place may cross over the double line or drive to the left thereof when overtaking or passing other vehicles. 


(2) As provided in section 21460.5.


(c ) Either of the markings as specified in subdivision (a) or (b) does not prohibit a driver from crossing the marking when (1) turning to the left at any intersection or into or out of a                        

Driveway or private road, or (2) making a U-turn under the rules governing that turn, and either of the markings shall be disregarded when authorized signs have been erected designated off center traffic lanes as permitted under section 21657.


(d) Raised pavement markers may be used to simulate painted lines describe in this section when the markers are placed in accordance with standards established by the department of transportation.

Two-Way Left Turn Lanes 21460.5 CVC

 (a) The department of transportation and local authorities in their respective jurisdiction may designate a two-way left turn lane on a highway. A two-way left turn lane is a lane near the center of the highway set aside for use by vehicles making left turns in both directions from or into the highway.


(b) Two-way left turn lanes shall be designated by distinctive roadway markings

Consisting of parallel double yellow lines, interior line dashed and exterior line solid, on each side of the lane. The department of transportation may be determine and prescribe standards and specifications governing length, width, and positioning of the distinctive pavement markings. All pavement markings designating a two-way left turn lane shall confirm to the department of transportation’s standards and specifications.


(c) A vehicle shall not be driven in a designated two-way left turn lane except when preparing for or making a left turn from or into a highway or when preparing for or making a U-

Turn when otherwise permitted by law, and shall not be driven in that lane for more than 200 feet while preparing for and making the turn or while preparing to merge into the adjacent lanes of travel. A left turn or U-turn shall not be made from any other lane where a two-way left turn lane has been designated.


(d) This section shall not prohibit driving while across a two-way left turn lane.


(e) Raised pavement markers may be used to simulate painted lines described in this section when suck markers are placed in accordance with standards established by the department of transportation.

Obedience of Driver to Official Traffic Control Devices 21641 CVC.

 (a) It shall be unlawful for any driver of a vehicle to fail to obey any sign or signal erected or maintained to indicate and carry out the provisions of this code or any local traffic ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to a local traffic ordinance, or to fail to obey any device erected or maintained pursuant to section 21352.


(b) The provisions of subdivision (a) shall not apply to acts constituting violations under chapter 9 (commencing with section 22500) of this division or to acts constituting violations of any local traffic ordinance adopted pursuant to chapter 9 (commencing with section 22500).

Obedience to Traffic Control Signals 21462 CVC.

It shall be unlawful for any pedestrian to fail to obey any sign or signal erected or maintained to indicate or carry out the provisions of this code or any local traffic ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to a local traffic ordinance, or to fail to obey any device erected or maintained pursuant to section 21352.

The following are signs and signals you must know in order to be allowed to drive legally in California
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Pedestrian Signal Lights 

Pedestrian signals show words or pictures as follows:

	“Walk” or “ Walking Person” lights mean it is legal to cross the street.
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	“Don’t Walk” or “Raised Hand” lights mean you may not start across the street.
	 

	Flashing "Don't Walk" or "Raised Hand" lights mean do not start across the street. The traffic signal is about to change. If the flashing starts after you have already started to cross, finish crossing the street as quickly as possible.
	[image: image4.png]




	At many traffic signals, you need to push the pedestrian push button to activate the “Walk” or “Walking Person” signal. If there are no pedestrian signals, obey the traffic signal lights.
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Traffic Signs.

	The shape of a sign gives you a clue about the information contained on the sign. Here are the common shapes used.
	

	 

Eight-sided red STOP signs mean you must make a full stop whenever you see a STOP sign. Stop before entering a crosswalk or at a white “limit line” which is a wide white line painted on the street. If a crosswalk or limit line is not painted on the street, stop at the corner.
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The three-sided red YIELD signs mean you must slow down and be ready to stop, if necessary, to let any vehicle, bicyclist, or pedestrian pass before you proceed.
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Square red and white regulatory signs mean you must follow the sign’s instruction.
	

	For example, the “DO NOT ENTER” sign means do not enter a road or off ramp where the sign is posted, usually on a freeway off ramp.
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	The “WRONG WAY” sign may or may not be posted with the “DO NOT ENTER” sign. If you see one or both of these signs, drive to the side of the road and stop. You are going against traffic. When safe, back out or turn around and return to the road you were on. At night if you are going the wrong way, the road
reflectors will shine red in your headlights.
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	If a sign has a red circle with a red line through it, it always means NO. The picture inside the circle shows what you cannot do. The sign may be shown with or without words.
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	Circular signs mean you are approaching a railroad crossing.
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	Five-sided signs mean you are near a school
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Four-sided, diamond shaped signs warn you of specific road conditions and dangers ahead. Many warning signs are diamond-shaped. Obey all warning signs regardless of their shape.
	

	 

White rectangular signs mean you must obey important rules 
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Unit 5: Licensing, Registration, and the California Vehicle Code
OBJECTIVES:

Students will learn about

Laws and procedures for obtaining a drivers license

Laws and procedures for registering and owning a vehicle 

The general content of the California Vehicle Code.

Provisional minor driver’s permits


In order to get a provisional permit you must:

Be at least 15 1/2, but under 18 years of age

Fill out DMV application (DL44)

Obtain your parents or guardians signature on the form

Present an acceptable birth date/ legal presence

Have completed driver education and provide the DMV with form DL 356 or OL 237 or if you are enrolled in driver education and driver training classes provide form DL 391 or OL 239

Provide your social security number

Pay the required fees

Pass an eye exam

Pass the written and oral exam

Notice: Your permit will not be valid until after your first drivers training class

Restrictions


If you use the provisional permit to practice driving you must be with an adult who is 25 years of age or older, or is your parent, guardian, or spouse. They must sit close enough to the driver to take control of the vehicle at any time if necessary. You will not be allowed to drive alone with a permit, not even to take your driving test at the DMV. If your permit allows you to drive an M1 or M2 vehicle you cannot carry any passenger and may only drive during daylight hours. You may not drive on the freeway. 

Minor’s provisional license requirements

You must:    Be at least 16 years of age, Provide that you have finished both driver education and training DMV form DL 356 or OL 238, Have had an instruction permit for at least 6 months.
Provide your parents or guardian signature on your permit stating that you completed all of the driving practice as described in the “Parent/Teen Training Aide”

Pass the behind-the wheel driving exam, Give a thumbprint, Have your picture taken.

Permit Requirement for Adults

 
Driver education and training course may be taken with a professional driving school if interested.  However it is not required. 


If you want to use public road while learning to operate a vehicle you must get a permit. You may use the permit to drive as long as you have and adult who is 18 years old or older that has a valid California Drivers License. This person must be with you in the vehicle and sitting close enough to take control of the vehicle if necessary. You are not allowed to drive alone with a permit.

To get a permit you must:


Be 18 years old or older, complete the regular DMV application DL44,Present acceptable birth date/legal presence document

Provide your social security number, Pay required fees, Pass an eye exam, Pass a written and oral exam.
License requirements for adults

If you have never had a drivers license before you must:

· be at least 18 years old

· complete all the steps required for a permit
· Pass the behind-the-wheel exam

· Give a thumbprint

· Have your picture taken

The California Driver’s License

A driver’s license shows that a person has been given permission by the state of California to drive on public roadways. A person may apply for a license at any office of the Department of Motor Vehicles in California. 


An applicant will receive a license after:

they paid the appropriate fee

correctly answered questions about the law and safety rules

shown that their physical and mental condition is satisfactory

demonstrated the ability to drive safely

have no outstanding actions on any driving record

if the applicant has a medical problem or disability the DMV may require a drive test or statement from their doctor explaining their condition

Present a valid social security number and legal proof of United States residency

Provide a thumb or finger print

Take a picture at the DMV office

California state law now requires that all applicants for an original California driver’s license or ID card submit proof of legal presence in the United States as authorized under federal law.

As a result, when applying for a driver’s license, a person must present an acceptable birth date/legal presence document and provide their social security number to safeguard the accuracy and integrity of departmental documents. 


The following are some acceptable forms of birth date/legal presence documents:

U.S. birth certificate, 
U.S. certificate or report of birth abroad

Proof of American Indian blood degree

U.S. passport

U.S. Armed forces ID cards

Certificate of naturalization

Certificate of Citizenship

American Indian card

Resident alien card

Canadian passport

Foreign passport

Mexican border crossing card with a valid I-94

Who is required to have a license in California?

· California residents

· Employees of the United States

· Employees of a farm

· Off-Highway Vehicles

· Visitors to California

· Visitors who are Minors

Driver’s License Information

Age Requirements:

Regardless of age you must present acceptable birth date/legal presence documents

Must be 18 years of age, meet the requirements, and pass the tests

Minors must be at least 16 and have met all the requirements for the provisional permit

People under 18 years old may not be employed to drive a motor vehicle

For more information on what forms you need to complete for the different types of licenses and permits please go to the following website: http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/curriculum/app5.1.pdf

Types of Licenses

Class A: Allows you to drive and tow any type of vehicle or legal combination, including all vehicles permitted under classes B and C

Class A-firefighter: allows you to only driver Class A and Class B defined combination fire fighting vehicles and all vehicles listed under class C, however, you cannot transport passengers. 

Class A-noncommercial: allows you to tow travel trailers that weigh over 10,000 pounds gross weight rating (GVWR) or fifth-wheel travel trailers that weigh over 15,000 pounds GVWR. In addition, farmers may tow their own livestock trailers from their farm within 150 miles. However, they may not be paid to make these types of moves. 

Class B: allows you to drive any vehicle designed, used, or maintained for carrying more than 15 persons including the driver, but not van pool vehicles. You may also drive a single vehicle with three or more axles weighing 6,000 pounds or more fully loaded, any farm labor vehicle, and all class C vehicles. 

Class B-firefighter: allows you to drive only a class B defined single fire fighting vehicle and all the vehicles listed under class C. However you may not transport passengers.

Class C: allows you to drive any two-axle vehicle weighing less than 26,001 pounds GVWR, any three-axle vehicle that weighs less than 6,000 pounds fully loaded, any house car, a motorcycle with a sidecar attached, a vanpool vehicle or van designed to carry no more than 15 person. M1, M2 vehicles, or buses are excluded from this license. You are allowed to tow one other vehicle/trailer weighing less than 10,000 pounds GVWR.

Class C-commercial: allows you to drive any class C vehicle carrying hazardous materials. You must however have a HAZMAT endorsement on the license if you transport hazardous wastes, as defined by sections 25115 and 25117 of the Health & Safety Code.

Class M1: allows you to drive any two-wheel motorcycle or motor-driven cycle, and all class M2 vehicles. Refer to DL 665 for more information. 

Class M2: allows you to drive any motorized bicycle, or moped, or any bicycle with an attached motor. Refer to DL 665 for more information. 

The Driver’s License Examination Process

Where do you take the test?


Written, vision, and driving tests may be taken at any DMV office that provides drivers license services. 

What will the exam include?


Any eye test to measure how clearly you can see. If you regularly use glasses or contact lenses and need them to pass the test, you should wear them. Your license will be marked to show that you must wear these “corrective lenses” whenever you are driving. 

What do I need to know to pass the written or oral exam?


You will be assessed on your knowledge of traffic laws, road signs, and driving safety. The questions will ask you about information that is covered during your driver’s education course. There are many languages that the test may be taken in, however, you will have to demonstrate the ability to read and understand signs that are used in highway traffic and directional signs which are in English. 

What about the driving test?


The driving test is required to be taken whenever your license expires or you are applying for an original license. This test will only be given by appointment only. You will be required to bring your old license or instruction permit if you have one. You will also bring with you the following:

A licensed driver

A car that is safe to drive, properly registered, properly insured, and all its mechanisms are in working condition. The driver’s side window must be able to be rolled down, the windshield must provide unobstructed view and it must have two rear view mirrors, one of which must be on the outside of the left side of the vehicle. 

You will be asked to locate:

· The head light switch

· Windshield wipers

· Defroster

· Emergency flashers


You will be expected to demonstrate the proper use of the parking break, Also your seatbelts must be in good working order except for cars older than 1968 or trucks older than 1972.

Notice: The test may be postponed if any of the above requirements are not met. 

During the driving test


During the test you will show that you can safely drive a vehicle. Only you and the DMV authorized personnel may be in the car with you. The examiner will give you direction; however, you will not be tricked or asked to do anything illegal. 


You will be required to show the arm signals, but you are required to use your vehicle’s turn signals during the test. 


You may be asked to simulate hill parking, back up in a straight line, or make a “three pint turn”.

During the test the examiner will note:

How you start your vehicle

When leaving the curb, do you look for other cars?

Do you wait until it is safe to enter traffic?

How do you control your vehicle

Do you use the vehicle controls properly? (I.e. gas pedal, brake, steering wheel, etc.)

How do you drive in traffic?

How you merge off and on a freeway

How you obey traffic signals and signs

How you drive through different intersections (i.e. blind, controlled, crowded, etc.)

How you steer your vehicle

How you stop

How you back-up

How you adjust your speed based on traffic congestion, pedestrian, and road conditions

How you judge distance

How you respect the right of others

Do you pay attention while you are driving?

When you complete the driving test the examiner will give you your score and discuss your results. 

After the exams


Upon successful completion of all the requirements you will be issued an interim license that is valid for 60 days. Within a few weeks you will receive a mag stripe license similar to a credit card. These licenses are mailed from the Sacramento Headquarters of the DMV. If you do not receive the mag stripe license within 60 days you should contact your nearest DMV office. 

Lost or damaged license


If your driver license is lost or damaged, you will be required to go to a DMV office and pay the required fees for a duplicate to be issued. You will be required to verbally verify your address or present and acceptable birth verification/legal presence document. 


If you are a minor, your parents must again sign the DMV application DL 44. You will be required to give a thumbprint and have a new picture taken. If you find your previous license, it will not longer be good. You should destroy it if you find it later. 

Change of address

 When you move you must give your new address to the DMV within 10 days. It is the law. 

Changing your name


If you change your name you will be required to get a new driver license. You will need to take your existing license to a DMV office in person, along with documentation certifying the name change. A new thumbprint and picture will be taken and your old license will not be returned. You will not be required to retake any exams, but you will have to pay the required fees. 

VEHICLE REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
California Vehicles: 

When you purchase a new or used vehicle from a licensed California dealer, the dealer collects use tax and fees to register and title the vehicle.

The dealer submits the fees and documents to DMV and gives you a temporary operating authority. Usually within six to eight weeks after your purchase date, you will receive a registration card, license plates, stickers, and a Certificate of Title, if appropriate.

If you obtain or purchase a vehicle from a private party, you must transfer the ownership within 10 days. Submit the following to DMV:

A properly endorsed and completed Certificate of Title or Application for Duplicate Title (REG 227).

Smog certification provided by the seller, if required.

Use tax payment, if required.

Odometer Mileage Disclosure statement, if applicable.

Appropriate DMV fees.

When you sell or transfer a vehicle, report it to DMV within 5 days on the Notice of Release of Liability form (REG 138). Complete the entire form including the name and address of the purchaser and the date you sold or transferred the vehicle. Mail it to the address shown on the form.

Out-of-State Vehicle

Vehicles registered in another state or foreign country must be registered in California within 20
days after you become a resident or get a job. 

Nonresident military personnel and their spouses may operate their vehicles in California with valid home state license plates or until the plates issued from their last duty station expire. They may renew the registration in their home state before it expires or register the vehicle in California.

The items needed to register any out-of-state vehicle are:

Completed and signed Application for Title or Registration (REG 343).

Verification of the vehicle completed by DMV or an auto club employee.

Out-of-state title and/or last issued out-of-state registration card, if the title is not submitted.

Smog certification (1976 and newer motor vehicles only).

Weight certificate for commercial vehicles only.

Appropriate DMV fees and use tax, if applicable.

Completed Odometer Mileage Disclosure statement, if applicable.

DMV Requirements


You are required to notify the DMV if you change the motor in your vehicle. 


Registration must be displayed if you are driving without license plates until the license plates arrive.


Front and rear license plates must be displayed at all times on your vehicle. 

Unit 6: Vehicle Components and Systems
OBJECTIVES:

Acquaint the student with a vehicle’s 

main systems

components in terms of purpose, safety, and legal use

maintenance and certain economic considerations

Purchase issues.

INTRODUCTION TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE

THE STEERING WHEEL

The steering wheel is the center device for the driver.  The steering wheel is connected to and controls the wheels by the axel.  By turning the steering wheel in a direction, what you are actually turning are the vehicle’s wheels; hence steering wheel.  The steering wheels that are in newer cars are usually powered.  This means that the steering is much more sensitive and easier to handle.  In older cars, this was not available and you are using a lot more muscle to turn the wheels.


As a driver, you must always keep your hands on the steering wheel to keep the car positioned within your lane or roadway.  To make a right turn or to maneuver a right curve you must turn the steering wheel to the right and guide the vehicle to the degree of that right turn or angle. To make a left turn or to maneuver a left curve, you must turn the steering wheel to the left and guide the vehicle to the degree of that angle.


To properly understand the way the steering wheel moves, sit in a parked car and visualize different angles of turns.  Practice with the proper hand position and movements.  Pretend that a steering wheel is a clock.  The left hand should be positioned at 10 o’clock and the right hand should be positioned at 2 o’clock.  When turning use the hand over hand movement.  Using the hand over hand movement allows the driver the turn the steering wheel smoothly and gives the driver more control of the vehicle.  In making a right turn or curve the left hand should start positioned at 10 o’clock, turn the wheel so the left hand now lays at 2 o’clock, while the right hand reaches over to 10 o’clock.  Depending on the degree of the turn, the driver may need to repeat these steps.  After completing the turn slowly allow the steering wheel to slide back to follow the direction of the road or lane that you are traveling.  When traveling on a straight away, hold the 10-2 clock positions and the driver may have to make steering adjustments to stay within their lane or roadway.  The degree of the adjustment will be slight.  In passing or changing lanes, the driver will make again a slight movement on the steering wheel to allow the vehicle to move into that lane.


A good place to practice these maneuvers; once you have your permit is an empty parking lot.  This will give you a good practice surface to understand the steering mechanism.  Remember to always keep steady on the steering wheel and never make and jerking movements that may send you car out of control.

Signals

What are Signals?  The signals are the lighting devices that allow you to inform other drivers on the roadway what your intentions are.  The four main ways to signal are:

The Signaling indicator (The Turn Signals)
To use your turning signals you must first locate the signaling indicator.  The signaling indicator is usually located on the steering column at 9 o’clock just on the side of the steering wheel.  To signal a right lane change or right turns you should push up and to the right on the signal indicator.  To signal a left lane change or left turns you should push down and to the left on the signal indicator.  When you use the turn signal, it will illuminate the lights on the rear and front.  The driver signals to the right this will illuminate the right rear and right front signal lights.  Which when illuminated will flash off and on to warn the other drivers on the road of your intentions. To indicate a left turn or lane change the left rear and front lights will illuminate off and on, again to warn the other drivers on the road of your intentions.

The Use of Hand Gestures
     The use of hand gestures replaces the turn signals.  Hand signals must be used when the turn signals are not working properly.  To indicate a right turn the driver should lower the driver’s window and put their left arm out in an “L” shape.  The arm should be straight out from the shoulder and bent up towards the sky for the elbow to the hand.  This will inform the other drivers of the right turn.  To indicate a left turn the driver should completely extend the arm straight out.  This will inform the other drivers on the road of your intentions.

To indicate a stop or slow down, the driver should extend the arm out straight from the shoulder, and at the elbow the arm should be bent straight down towards the ground.  This will allow other drivers to be prepared for your vehicle to slow or stop.

The Emergency Flashers
     The emergency flashers are usually located on the dashboard of the vehicle, labeled by a red and white emergency symbol.  The driver of a vehicle should only use these as a signal to an emergency situation.  If the driver of a vehicle is having mechanical problems, physical health problems, or there is an emergency situation on the roadway ahead.  The driver should use the emergency flashers to warn the other drivers.  So they can prepare and slow down.  The driver should always use the emergency flashers when they are on the side of the road.

Guages and Instruments


Guages and instruments in your vehicle should always be operating properly. This includes your speedometer, high beam indicator, turn signal indicator, gear shift position indicator, oil pressure guage, ammeter, fuel guage, and engine temperature indicator. 

Lighting and Ventilation Controls


Drivers should always be aware of where all of the lighting and ventilation controls are in the vehicle they are driving. Knowing where all the controls are will ensure that your drive will be safer than if you have to look for the controls while driving at the same time. 

The Use of Brake Lights
     The use of the brake lights.  When should the driver use the brake lights, and how do they use them?  The brake lights are red lights that are on the back of each vehicle. They allow the driver to indicate a stop, slowing, or an emergency situation.  The brake lights are electrically wired to the braking system.  As the driver of a vehicle presses down on the brake pedal, the brake lights will illuminate on the back of the car to indicate slowing or stopping.  The brake pedal is the pedal in the center of the driver’s floorboard.  For the driver to brake, the driver should release the right foot from the accelerator.  Next, the driver moves their right foot onto the brake pedal and gently presses down.  This will warn drivers behind the braking vehicle that they are slowing, stopping or of an emergency.  The driver should always allow enough of a braking cushion in the front and the back of the car.

Mirrors and Windshields

Mirrors
Mirrors aid the driver in seeing on the sides and to the rear of the car.  The side view mirrors are located on the outside of the vehicle, placed in a position so the driver is able to see to their sides and side rear of the vehicle.  The driver will need to check the side mirrors while driving to see where the traffic and other vehicles are positioned.  The driver will use these side view mirrors to aid in making a lane change or a turn.  The driver shall check the appropriate mirror for the direction in which the driver intends to make their maneuver.  Look right for a right maneuver \, and look left for a left maneuver.  Do not solely rely on the side view mirrors to give you the complete picture, since all cars have blind spots.  The driver should also look over the appropriate shoulder before starting the maneuver.

The rear view mirror is located at the top center of the driver’s windshield.  The rear view mirror is used to see directly behind the vehicle.  This will aid the driver in seeing any problems that may arise such as a speeding car, a tail-gator, an emergency vehicle, an out of control vehicle and so on.  A good driver should be constantly checking the rear view mirror to watch for such troubles.  Another common example of when and why a driver should always be using the rear view mirror is:


A driver is coming to a traffic light, the light is turning yellow; which means yield, and the driver has to make a split second decision whether it is safe for the driver to successfully come to a stop or to continue through the traffic light.  The driver must take into consideration many aspects.  The drivers should look in the rear view mirror to see if the cars traveling behind them are traveling at a safe distance from your vehicle to stop without a traffic collision.  If the car traveling behind the driver is too close, the driver should consider going through the intersection, as long as the intersection is clear.

The Windshield

The windshield is the driver’s direct view of traffic and the road conditions in front of the vehicle.  The driver is positioned in the driver’s seat to look out through the windshield.  The windshield is the largest window on any car.  A good driver will be able to scan the entire area within the windshield’s view.

Headlights (head lamps).

     Every vehicle must be equipped with two headlamps one on each side of the front of the vehicle.  All drivers must use their headlights beginning at sunset and off at dawn.  If a driver is on the road during this time, the driver must turn on their headlights.  The headlights are set up with low and high beam lights.  The low beam light is the standard light used to illuminate the driving surface and conditions.  On rule or mountain roads, you may be required to turn on your low beam lights, to aid other drivers in seeing your vehicle.


The high beam lights are only used when the driver’s visibility is limited to give the driver a bigger picture of the driving conditions.  However not when following within 300 feet from another vehicle this is so you do not “blind” or blur another driver’s vision.  Without headlights, a driver could not see at night to drive.  That is why it is required by law to have both headlamps; and both low and high beam lights working at all times.

Speed
California’s basic speed law says that you must never drive faster that is safe for the present weather and road conditions.  Regardless of the posted speed limit.  The basic law is set-up to minimize traffic accidents and congestion.

Braking

The purpose of brakes is to allow the driver to stop the vehicle, upon pressing down on the brake pedal.  The brakes must be in top working condition, so that in an emergency the driver is able to stop completely with out incident.  The brake pads are what usually need replaced, since they get the most wear.  However, the struts, calipers and many other things can go wrong within the braking system.  This is why it is imperative to have the braking system checked every 3,000 miles.  Without the brakes working properly the driver will not have complete stopping control with the vehicle.  The driver needs to be able to stop at the required time and within the required distance.  Good brake control will keep the driver from an accident.

Maintaining control of your vehicle is different if you car is equipped with regular breaks versus anti lock breaks. Anti lock brakes can be slammed and you will maintain control and stop in case of an emergency. This type of brakes allows you to come to a stop without locking the tires. However, regular breaks must be pumped in order to maintain control of your vehicle. Failure to pump the breaks will lock the tires and you will lose maneuverability of your vehicle. Breaking should be a smooth process. Excessive braking or braking suddenly wastes gas. 

The Parking Brake

The parking brake is your secondary braking system.  You should use the parking brake when they park the vehicle.  This will keep the car from rolling away from its parked position.

Automatic Transmission

The automatic transmission allows a driver to drive without changing the gears themselves.  The transmission automatically changes gears when the car reaches certain speeds.  This allows the driver to spend more time focusing on the roadway and both hands on the wheel at all times.  However, the driver may need to change the “shifter” into the reverse, neutral, low or high gears to help the driver maneuver different driving conditions.
The vehicle with an automatic transmission has a gear shifter.  The shifter has six positions.

Park (P).

Park, which is the position the vehicle, starts out in.  Most vehicles will not start if not in the park position.


Reverse(R).

Reverse is the second gear on the shifter.  Reverse allows the driver to go backwards.

Neutral (N).

Neutral is the third gear on the shifter.  Neutral allows the driver to stop the gears from moving the vehicle forward or backwards.

Drive (D).

Drive is the fourth gear on the shifter.  The drive position allows the driver to move the vehicle forward.  Drive has an automatic gear changing system.  This means that the vehicle changes from one gear to another without the driver having to switch the gears himself or herself.  Except in regards to ascending or descending an incline.

Low 2 (2)

Low 2 is the fifth gear on the Shifter.  Low 2 aids the driver on varying degrees of ascending or descending inclines.  Used when the driver feels the vehicle is either loosing power while ascending, or gaining to much power while descending.

LOW 1 (1)

Low 1 is the sixth and last gear on the Shifter.  Low 1 is a lower gear than Low 2.  This gives the driver increased power while ascending.  Low 1 gives the descending driver control from gaining too much speed.

Standard Transmission

A vehicle with standard transmission must change the car’s gears themselves.  This is done by the gearshift, which is on the floor or the steering column.  Depending on the vehicle, the car could have as few as gears or as many as six gears.  The gears aid the vehicle is achieving greater speed, fuel economy, vehicle control, and general mobility.  Vehicle with a standard transmission are equipped with a clutch.  The clutch is the neutralizer, which allows the transmission and the driver to switch the gears.  To switch gears the driver must push in the clutch with the left foot while releasing the accelerator with the right, then the driver will use the gear shift to put the vehicle in the needed gear.

The Gears

The standard transmission has at the least four gears, plus a neutral position.  The vehicles have first, second, third, and reverse.  Other vehicles may have first, second, third, fourth, fifth, and reverse.


The transmission of the vehicle is designed to change gears at different speed.  All vehicles must start in either 1st or reverse in order to get the car moving smoothly. If the driver is pulling onto a highway from a side road from a stopped position, the driver will put the vehicle into first gear.  Then as the vehicle gains speed, the driver will need to change the car into second gear; this usually will happen at 15 mph.  Then as the vehicle reaches around 30 mph the driver will switch the car into third gear.  The driver of a vehicle with standard transmission must follow the sequence of the numbers on the gears to increase the speed of the vehicle.  To reduce the speed of the vehicle with standard transmission gradually, the driver will reverse the gear process:  from 3rd to 2nd, from 2nd to 1st.  Reverse is to be used when a driver needs to go backwards.

Safety Equipment

Every vehicle on the road must be equipped with a safety restraint device (seat belt), for every passenger in the vehicle.  Some newer cars offer an air bag for the driver and some with a bag for both driver and the passenger.  The safety restraints are devices that help the driver and passengers of vehicles survive a traffic collision with the most protection possible.  Although it is required, that all persons in a vehicle use the seat belts; It is not required as of yet that all cars are equipped with air bags.

USE AND MAINTENANCE OF REQUIRED SAFETY EQUIPMENT

Lighting

Purpose

High beams-low beams.

The high beam and low beam lights on your vehicle are used for visibility. You want to be seen at all times and under all conditions.


Drivers must turn on their headlights when driving between dusk and dawn. They should illuminate on the roadway ahead of them.


You must use your low beams lights when driving within 300 feet from the approaching vehicle that you are following and when you are within 500 feet of vehicles which is approaching you from the opposite side of the roadway. You want to use your low beam lights when traveling in the daylight under certain conditions. Such as, rain, fog, or on mountain or country roads. Where visibility is difficult, enabling you to see what the road conditions are. They illuminate the roadway in front of you so you are able to see a stalled vehicle, animals, rough road, etc.


You should only use high beam lights when there are no oncoming vehicles within 500 feet of you. In addition, when there are no vehicles in front of you within 300 feet. When you are driving down a roadway with your high beam lights on and you are approaching a vehicle within your lane, you must “dim” (switch to your lights to low beam) your lights when you are within300 feet from them. When you are driving down a roadway with your high beam lights on and you see the headlights of an oncoming vehicle, when that vehicle gets 500 feet away from you must “dim” (switch you lights to low beam) your lights. You do this so that you do not “blind” the driver of the vehicles with your lights, since they are aimed at a higher position when they are on high beam, and they will not be able to see. If this happens to you, you want to let the driver know that they need to “dim” their lights. You should flash your lights at the vehicle once, you do this by turning your low beam lights, look to the side of your lane or of the road and follow the road line markings so that you do not run off the road.

Taillights


The purpose of taillights is so that you are visible during darkness to vehicles behind you and beside you, when you are driving on all roadways. Every vehicle has two working taillights one on the right side and one on the left side of the rear of the vehicle. The taillights are red and should be visible within 1,000 feet to the rear. This is true with any vehicle that is being towed such as a trailer or another vehicle.

Brake lights


The brake lights are fixed to the rear of every vehicle. Every vehicle must be equipped with at least two brake lights. One fixed to the right side and the other to the left side, on the rear of the vehicle. Brake lights must illuminate red. They must be seen from a distance of 300 feet to the rear during the day and nighttime driving.


The purpose of brake lights is to warn drivers to your rear and to warn you when a vehicle is slowing, stopped or stopping their vehicle. Allowing the driver of a vehicle to stop or slow down. In addition, not hit the vehicle in front of them when that vehicle is slowing, stopped or stopping. When you see the red brake lights you must slow down and prepare to stop.

Back-up lights


Every vehicle must be equipped with on combination or two back-up lights, which illuminate white or may project incidental red, amber or white light through reflectors or lenses to the rear of the vehicle. The back-up lights must be visible off the rear of the vehicle from a distance of 75 feet.


The purpose of back-up lights is to warn drivers to your rear of when you are about to or are backing up your vehicle. Therefore, they will stop, since you are driving towards them with the back end of your vehicle, instead of driving forward with the front of your vehicle.


Always look in your rear view mirror, and then turn to position your body so you are turned around to see the road or direction of your backing up. This is so you will see any vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists, or objects that may be behind you. If a vehicle does not yield to your vehicle when you are backing up, let them pass you are get out of their way so you are not hit in the rear side

Turn signals


Every vehicle must be equipped with four turn signal light indicators. One fixed to the front right side. One fixed to the rear right side. One fixed to the front left side. One fixed to the rear left side. The turn signal must be visible during daytime and nighttime driving. If shall be visible from a distance of at least 300 feet to the front and rear of the vehicle. It will project a flashing white or amber light to both the right or left front and rear of the vehicle.


The turn signals warn drivers that the vehicle is intending to turn right or left, make a right or left lane change, or will be exiting or entering.

Emergency flashers


Every vehicle must be equipped with emergency flashers that flash an amber or red light from and rear of the vehicle. They will flash in conjunction with the turn signal.


For use when a vehicle is disabled, there is an accident; a vehicle is parked off the highway within 10 feet of the road. In addition, to when there is hazard on roadway; as to warn other drivers to, funeral procession and the vehicle that are engaged in it, and vehicle is traveling at an extreme low speed. All used to warn other drivers on the roadway of such and to direct the other vehicles clear of the situation.

Hours of use

* Headlights (high-beams and low-beams).


The headlights may be turned on and used anytime. However, it is required that every vehicle on the road during the hours between dusk (sunset) through dawn (sunrise) turns on and uses their headlights (low-beam). The driver on a mountain or country road should use their headlights (low-beam) during the daytime hours in order to make their vehicle more visible to other drivers on the roadway. When driving under hazardous weather and road conditions, whenever a driver’s visibility is hampered by the elements drivers should turn on their headlights on low-beam during the daytime and the nighttime.


The driver on a dark roadway may use their high-beam lights to illuminate the roadway in front of them. However, not when it interferes with the visibility of other vehicles.


Do not use your high-beam lights during the day.

*taillights

Taillights are to be operated in conjunction with the headlights both low and high-beams. The same hours of operation apply to taillights as does headlights. They must be operating during the hours between dusk and dawn. They shall be illuminated when a driver is driving on a mountain or country road. During the daytime and nighttime and when a driver is driving under hazardous weather and road conditions. Whenever and wherever you are using your headlights.

*brake lights


Brake lights must be in perfect working condition at all times! Whenever your use your brakes, your brake lights must go on, and visible.


Your brake lights shall only be illuminated when you are slowing, stopping, and while stopped. They shall not be fixed on constantly.

*back-up lights


The back-up lights should only be operating when you are preparing to or are backing up your vehicle. They must be working at all times, whenever you operate the vehicle.

*turn signals


Your turn signals shall only be operating when you are intending too, beginning too or are turning, changing lanes, entering or exiting. They shall remain on before, during and just after completing the maneuver. No turn signal lamp shall be fixed on constantly.

*emergency flashers


Your emergency flashers shall only be operating when your vehicle is disabled within 10 feet of the roadway. For use during an accident. When there is a hazard on the roadway to warn other drivers. As well as, when in a funeral procession. In addition to when traveling at extreme low speeds. As a warning to the other vehicles out on the roadway. They shall only be operated under these conditions, and shall not be fixed on continuously.

Visibility requirements

*headlights (low and high-beam)


Your low-beam headlights must be visible 100 feet in front of the vehicle. Any driver using their high-beam lights must “dim” their lights when a vehicle is approaching from the opposite side of the road, so not to “blind” the driver of said vehicle. When approaching a vehicle with your high-beam lights on you must “dim” then when you reach a distance of 300 feet off the rear of their vehicle, so you do not “blind” the driver of said vehicle.

*taillights


Shall be visible at a distance of 1,000 feet off the rear of your vehicle and shall be plainly visible during the night and day when illuminated.

*brake lights


Brake lights shall be plainly visible and understandable during the daytime and nighttime, from a distance of 300 feet to the rear of the vehicle.

*back-up lights


They shall illuminate the highway to the rear of the vehicle, for a distance not to exceed 75 feet.

*turning signals.


A lamp type signal shall be plainly visible and understandable in normal sunlight and at nighttime from a distance of at least 300 feet to the front and rear of the vehicle.

*emergency flashers


Shall be plainly visible and understandable in normal daylight and at nighttime. They should be visible from a distance of at least 300 feet to the front and rear of the 

Maintenance and precautionary measures


All lighting equipment must be in good working order at all times. The lights are required to be in use and must not be broken. It is important that you always check all of your lights to make sure that they are in working order. This means the headlights, brake lights, taillights, turn signals, back-up lights, and emergency flashers. Make sure that the bulbs and the plastic covering (reflector) are not broken. You will be fined and require to get it fixed if approached by a law enforcement agent.

Lighting during darkness 24250 CVC


During darkness, a vehicle shall be equipped with lighted lighting equipment as required for the vehicle by this chapter.

Lighting distance requirements 24251 CVC


Any requirement in this chapter as to the distance from which any lighting equipment shall render a person or vehicle visible or within which any lighting equipment shall be visible shall apply during darkness, directly ahead upon a straight, level unlighted highway, and under normal atmospheric conditions, unless a different time, direction, or cushion is expressly stated.

.lighting equipment requirements 24252 CVC


(a) All lighting equipment of a required type installed on a vehicle shall at all times be maintained in good working order. Lamps shall be equipped with bulbs of the correct voltage rating corresponding to the nominal voltage at the lamp socket.


(b) The voltage at any tail, stop, license plate, and side marker or clearance lamp socket on a vehicle shall not be less than 85% percent of the design voltage of the bulb. Voltage test shall be conducted with the engine operating.

(c ) Two or more or reflector functions may be combined, provided each function subject to requirements established by the department meets such requirements.

(1) No turn signal lamp may be combined optical with a stop lamp unless the stop lamp is extinguished when the turn signal is flashing.


(2) No clearance lamp may be combined optically with any tail lamp or identification lamp.
Head lights and auxiliary lamps

*headlamps on motor vehicles 24400 CVC


During darkness, every motor vehicle other than a motorcycle, shall be equipped with at least two headlamps, with at least one on each side of the front of the vehicle, and except as to vehicles registered prior to January 1, 1930, they shall be located directly above or in advance of the front axel of the vehicle. The headlamps and every light source in any headlamp unit shall be located at a height of not more that 54 inches nor less than 22 inches.

*auxiliary driving and passing lamps 24402 CVC


(a) any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed two auxiliary passing lamps mounted on the front at a height of not less than 16 inches nor more than 42 inches. Driving lamps are lamps designed for supplementing the upper beam from headlamps and may not be lighted with the lower beam.


(b) any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed two auxiliary passing lamps mounted on the front at a height of not less than 24 inches nor more than 42 inches. Passing lamps are lamps designed for supplementing the lower beam from headlamps and may also be lighted with the upper beam.

*fog lamps.24403 CVC


Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed two fog lamps which may be used with, but shall not used in substitution of, headlamps. Fog lamps shall be mounted on the front at a height of not less than 12 inches not more than 30 inches and so aimed that when the vehicle is not loaded none of the high-intensity portion of the light to the left of the center of the vehicle shall at a distance of 25 feet ahead project higher than a level of four inches below the level of the center of the lamp from which it comes.

*multiple beams 24406 CVC


Except as otherwise provided, the headlamps, or other auxiliary driving lamps, or a combination thereof, on a motor vehicle during darkness shall be so arranged that the driver may select at will between distributions of light projected to different elevations, and the lamps may, in addition, be so arranged that the selection can be made automatically.

*upper and lower beams 24407 CVC


Multiple-beam road lighting equipment shall be designed and aimed as follows:


(a) There shall be an uppermost distribution of light or composite beam, so aimed and of such intensity as to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 350 feet ahead for all conditions of loading.


(b) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light or composite beam so aimed and of sufficient intensity to reveal a person or vehicle at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead. On a straight level road under any condition of loading none of the high intensity portion of the beam shall be directed to strike the eyes of an approaching driver.

*use of multiple beams 24409 CVC

Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated during darkness, the driver shall use a distribution of light, or composite beam, directed high enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and

Vehicles at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle, subject to the following requirements and limitations:

(a) Whenever the driver of a vehicle approaches an oncoming vehicle within 500 feet, they shall use a distribution of light or composite beam so aimed that the glaring rays are not projected into the eyes of the oncoming driver.


The lowermost distribution of light specified in this article shall be deemed to avoid glare at all times regardless of road contour.

(b) Whenever the driver of a vehicle follows another vehicle within 300 feet to the rear, they shall use the lowermost distribution of light specified in the article.

*single beams


Headlamps arranged to provide a single distribution of light not supplemented by auxiliary driving lamps are permitted on motor vehicles manufactured and sold prior to September 19, 1940, in lieu of multiple-beam road lighting equipment if the single distribution of light complies with the following requirements and limitations:


(a) the headlamps shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is not loaded none of the high intensity portion of the light shall at a distance of 25 feet ahead project higher than a level of five inches below the level of the center of the lamp from which it comes, and in no case higher than 42 inches above the level on which the vehicle stands at a distance of 75 feet ahead.


(b) The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 200 feet.

Rear lighting equipment CVC section

*tail lamps 24600 CVC


During darkness every motor vehicle which is not in combination with any other vehicle and every vehicle at the end of a combination of vehicles shall be equipped with lighted tail lamps mounted on the rear as follows:


(a) Every vehicle shall be equipped with one or more tail lamps.

(b) every vehicle, other than a motorcycle, manufactured and first registered on are after January 1, 1958, shall be equipped with not less than two tail lamps, except that trailers and semi trailers manufactured after July 23, 1973, which are less than 30 inches wide, may be equipped with one tail lamp which shall be mounted at or near the vertical centerline of the vehicles. If a vehicle is equipped with two tail lamps, they shall be mounted as specified in subdivision (d).


(c) Every vehicle of vehicle at the end of a combination of vehicles, subject to subdivision (a) of section 24406 shall be equipped with not less than two tail lamps.


(d) When two tail lamps are required, at least one shall be mounted at the left and one at the right side respectively at the same level.


(e) Tail lamps shall be red in color and shall be plainly visible from all distances within 500 feet to the rear except that tail lamps on vehicles manufactured after January 1, 1969, shall be plainly visible from all distances within 1,000 feet to the rear.


(f) tail lamps on vehicle manufactured on or after January 1, 1969, shall be mounted not lower than 15 inches nor higher than 72 inches, except that a tow truck, in addition to being equipped with the required tail lamps, may also be equipped with two tail lamps which may be mounted not lower than 15 inches nor higher than the maximum allowable vehicle height and as far forward as the rearmost portion of the driver’s seat in the rearmost position. The additional tail lamps on a tow truck shall be lighted whenever the headlamps are lighted.

*Stop lamps. 24603 CVC


Every motor vehicle which is not in combination with any other vehicle and every vehicle at the end of a combination of vehicles shall at all times be equipped with stop lamps mounted on the rear as follows:


(a) Every such vehicle shall be equipped with one or more stop lamps.


(b) Every such vehicle, other than a motorcycle, manufactured and first registered on or after January 1, 1973, which are less than 30 inches wide, may be equipped with one stop lamp which shall be mounted on at or near the vertical centerline of the trailer. If such vehicle is equipped with two stop lamps, they shall be mounted as specified in subdivision (d).


(c ) except as provided in subdivision (h), stop lamps on vehicles manufactured on or after January 1, 1969, shall be mounted not lower than 15 inches not higher than 72 inches, except that a tow truck, in addition to being equipped with the required stop lamps, may also be equipped with two stop lamps which may be mounted not lower than 15 inches nor higher than the maximum allowance vehicle height and as far forward as the rearmost portion of the driver’s seat in the rearmost position.


(d) Where two stop lamps are required, at least one shall be mounted at the left and one at the right side, respectively, at the same level.


(e) Stop lamps on vehicle manufactured on or after January 1, 1979, shall be emit a red light. Stop lamps on vehicles manufactured before January 1, 1979, shall emit a red or yellow light. All stop lamps shall be plainly visible and understandable form a distance of 300 feet to the rear both during normal sunlight and at nighttime, except that stop lamps on a vehicle of a size required to be equipped with clearance lamps shall be visible from a distance of 500 feet during such times.


(f) Stop lamps shall be activated upon application of the service (foot) brake and the hand control head for air, vacuum, or electric brakes. In addition, all stop lamps may be activated by a mechanical device designed to function only upon sudden release of the accelerator while the vehicle is in motion. Stop lamps on vehicles equipped with a manual transmission may be manually activated by a mechanical device when the vehicle is downshifted if the device is automatically rendered inoperative while the vehicle is accelerating.


(g) Any vehicle may be equipped with supplemental stop lamps mounted to the rear of the rearmost portion of the driver’s seat in its rearmost position in addition to the lamps required to be mounted on the rear of the vehicle. Supplemental stop lamps installed after January 1, 1979, shall be red in color and mounted not lower than 15 inches above the roadway. The supplemental stop lamp on that side of a vehicle toward which a turn will be made may flash as part of the supplemental turn signal lamp.


A supplemental stop lamp may be mounted inside the rear window of a vehicle, if it is mounted at the centerline of the vehicle and is constructed and mounted so as to prevent any light, other than monitorial indicator emitted from the device, either direct or reflected, from being visible to the driver.


(h) Any supplemental stop lamp installed after January 1, 1987, shall comply with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 108 (49 C.F.R. 571.108). Any vehicle equipped with a stop lamp which complies with the federal motor vehicle safety standards applicable to that make and model vehicle shall conform to that applicable safety standard unless modified to comply with the federal motor vehicle shall conform to that applicable safety standard designated in this subdivision.

*back-up lamps 24606 CVC


(a) Every motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, of a type subject to registration and manufactured on and after January 1, 1969, shall be equipped with one or more backup lamps

Either separately or in combination with another lamp. Any vehicle may be equipped with backup lamps.


(b) backup lamps shall be so directed as to project a white light illuminating the highway to the rear of the vehicle for a distance no to exceed 75 feet. A backup lamp may project incidental red, amber, or white light through reflectors or lenses that are adjacent or close to, or a part of, the lamp assembly.


(c) Backup lamps shall not be lighted except when the vehicle is about to be or is backing or except in conjunction with a lighting system which activates the lights for a temporary period after the ignition system is turned off.


(d) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with a lamp emitting white light on each side near or on the rear of the vehicle which is designed to provide supplemental illumination in an area to the side and rear not lighted by the backup lamps. These lamps shall be lighted only with the back up lamps.

Signal lamps and devices (CVC section).

*turn signal system required 24950 CVC.


Whenever any motor vehicle is towing a trailer coach or camp trailer the combination of vehicles shall be equipped with a lamp-type signal system.

*turn signal system 24951 CVC


(a) Any vehicle may be equipped with a lamp-type turn signal system capable of clearly indicating any intention to turn either to the right or to the left.


(b) The following vehicles shall be equipped with a lamp-type turn signal system meeting the requirements of this chapter.


(1) Motor trucks, truck tractors, buses and passenger vehicles, other than motorcycles, manufactured and first registered on or after January 1, 1958.

(2) Trailers and semi trailers manufactured and first registered between December 31, 1957, and January 1, 1969, having a gross weight of 6,000 pounds or more.

(3) Trailers and semi trailers 80 or more inches in width manufactured on or after January 1, 1969.

(4) Motorcycles manufactured and first registered on or after January 1, 1973, except motor-driven cycles whose speed stainable in one mile is 30 miles per hour or less.


The requirements of this subdivision shall not apply to special mobile equipped or auxiliary dollies. (c) Turn signal lamps on vehicles manufactured on or after January 1, 1969, shall be mounted not lower than 15 inches.

*visibility requirements of signals 24952 CVC

A lamp-type turn signal shall be plainly visible and understandable in normal sunlight and at nighttime from a distance of at least 300 feet to the front and rear of the vehicle except that turn signal lamps on vehicles of a size required to be equipped with clearance lamps shall be visible from a distance of 500 feet during such times.

*turn signal lamps 24953 CVC

(a) Any turn signal system used to give signal indication to turn right or left shall project a flashing whit or amber light visible to the front and a flashing red or amber light visible to the rear. (b) side-mounted turn signal lamps projecting a flashing amber light to either side may be used to supplement the front and rear turn signals. Side mounted turn signal lamps mounted to the rear of the center of the vehicle may project a flashing red light no part of which shall be visible from the front. (c ) In addition to any required turn signal lamps, any vehicle may be equipped with supplemental rear turn signal lamps mounted to the rear of the rearmost portion of the of the driver’s seat in its rearmost position.

(d) in addition to any required or authorized turn signal lamps, any vehicle may be equipped with supplemental rear turn signal lamps that are mounted on, or are an integral portion of, the outside rearview mirrors, so long as the lamps flash simultaneously with the rear turn signal lamps, the light emitted from the lamps is projected only to the rear of the vehicle and is not visible to the driver under normal operating conditions, and the lamps do not project a glaring light.

B. Brakes.
1. Purpose.


The purpose of brakes is to allow you to stop your vehicle upon pressing down on the brake pedal. Your brakes are needed to be in top condition so that in an emergency situation you are able to stop completely without incident. The brake system is for the purpose of slowing, stopping and to keep your vehicle in the stopped position while operating your motor vehicle.

*Vehicular control.


The braking system gives the driver control over the vehicle, allowing the driver to slow, stop, or keep stopped while they are operating their vehicle. When the driver applies their brakes, they shall apply them in a smooth manner, to keep the most control over the vehicle. Under bad weather and road conditions, such as, but not limited to, rain, snow, ice, gravel, or dirt road; the driver at a much slower rate of speed. Therefore, which the brakes are needed, it can be accomplished in a smooth manner. This way the vehicle will not go into a skid, or go out of control.

*Stopping requirements.


Every vehicle shall be able to stop their vehicle at a maximum stopping distance of 25 feet when traveling at a rate of 20 miles per hour (exemptions: CVC. 26554 (b)).


When you are driving a motor vehicle, you will be in situations where you must stop your vehicle extremely quick. In order to respond you must keep your brakes in top working conditions. Have your brake system checked every 3,000 miles. If you feel that there is play or give when you brake, you must have the brakes fixed.

Required systems


Every vehicle must be equipped with a service brake system, parking brake, and an emergency brake system. This will consist of drums, brake shoes (pads), struts, calipers or other mechanical parts of the wheel assemblies. Maintenance must be done on a regular basis, so the vehicle will not be without operative brakes. All brakes and their component parts shall be maintained in good condition and in good working order. Have the brakes adjusted to operate in conjunction with the wheels on the opposite side of the vehicle.

Maintenance and precautionary measures


Drivers should have their vehicle’s brake system checked every 3,000 miles, to assure that the braking system is working properly. If repair is needed, that driver shall be responsible to repair the brake system or its parts in a timely manner in order to operate the motor vehicle. Never drive the vehicle when its brakes are not working properly. The brake pads are what usually need repair or replaced, since they get the most wear. However, the struts, calipers and many other things can go wrong in the braking system. That is why it is imperative to get frequent checkups. Without your brakes working properly you will not have complete stopping Control with your vehicle. You need to be able to stop at the required time. Remember that good brake control will keep from an accident.

Required brake system. 26450 CVC


Every motor vehicle shall be vehicle shall be equipped with a service brake system and every motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, shall be equipped with a partying brake system. Both the service brake and parking brake shall be separately applied.


If the two systems are connected in any way they shall be so constructed that failure of any one part, except failure in the drums, brake shoes, or other mechanical parts of the wheel brake assemblies, shall not leave the motor vehicle without operative brakes.

Parking brake system. 26451 CVC


The parking brake system of every motor vehicle shall comply with the following requirements:

(a) The parking brake shall be adequate to hold the vehicle or combination of vehicles stationary on any grade on which it is operated under all conditions of loading on a surface free from snow, ice or loose material. In any event the parking brake shall be capable of locking the braked wheels to the limit of traction.

(b) The parking brake shall be applied either by the driver’s muscular efforts, by spring action, or by other energy which is isolated and used exclusively for the operation of the parking brake or the combination parking brake and emergency stopping system.

(c) The parking brake shall be held in the applied position solely by mechanical means.

Condition of brakes 26453 CVC


All brakes and component parts thereof shall be maintained in good condition and in good condition and in good working order. The brakes shall be so adjusted as to operate as equally as practicable with respect to the wheel on opposite sides of the vehicle.

Control and stopping requirements 26454 CVC

(a) The service brakes of every vehicle or combination of vehicles shall be adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold such vehicle or combination of vehicles under all conditions of loading on any grade on which it is operated.

(b) Every motor vehicle or combination of vehicles, at any time and under all conditions of loading, shall, upon application of the service brake, be capable of stopping from an initial speed of 20 miles per hour according to the following requirements:

Maximum Stopping Distance (feet)

(1) Any passenger vehicle…25

(2) Any single motor vehicle with a manufacture’s gross vehicle

Weight rating of less than 10,000 lbs…30

(3) Any combination of vehicles consisting of a passenger vehicle or

Any motor vehicle with a manufacturer’s gross vehicle weight rating

Of less than 10,000 lbs. in combination with any trailer, semi trailer or trailer coach…40

(4) Any single motor vehicle with a manufacturer’s gross weight rating

Of 10,000 lbs. or more or any bus…40

(5) All other combinations of vehicles…50

Prohibited devices or equipment


No driver shall have a device that blocks the driver’s view of the windshield, side windows, side mirrors, nor rear view mirror.  Any sun shading device must be translucent and colored neutral smoke, green, or gray and have a luminous transmittance of not less than 35%.  No individual louver shall have a vertical dimension exceeding /16 inch.  No sun-shading device shall have a reflective quality in excess of 35% on the inner or out surface.


There should not be any materials placed, displayed, installed, affixed, or applied to the windshield or side windows.


The driver shall clear all snow and ice when it obstructs the view through the windshield, rear window, and side windows.

=
There shall not be signs, stickers, or other material displayed in such a way that it obstructs the clear view through the windshield, rear window, or side windows.


No device shall be affixed, installed, displayed, placed, or applied that has a reflective quality, sending a glare into the eyes of drivers of oncoming and following vehicles.

Maintenance


Every vehicle must be equipped with a windshield and a rear window that is free of debris, cracks, and dirt.  Clean your windshield whenever dirt blocks the visibility of the road.  Replace or repair a windshield that has cracks, hairline cracks or is broken.  Every vehicle must have a windshield and rear window in place to be operated on California roadways.


It is unlawful to operate a motor vehicle whose windshield or rear windows are in such a defective condition as to impair the driver’s vision to the front or the rear.

Windshields 26700 CVC


(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a passenger vehicle, other than a motorcycle, and every bus, motor truck or truck trailer, and every fire truck, fire engine or other fire apparatus, whether publicly or privately owned, shall be equipped with adequate windshield.


(b) Subdivision (a) does not apply to any vehicle issued identification plates pursuant to section 5004 which was not required to be equipped with a windshield at the time it was first sold or registered under the laws of this state, another state, or foreign jurisdiction.

Windshield wipers 26706 CVC


(a) Every motor vehicle, except motorcycles, equipped with a windshield shall also be equipped with a self-operating windshield wiper.


(b) Every new motor vehicle first registered after December 31, 1949, except motorcycles, shall be equipped with two such windshield wipers, except that any motor vehicle may be equipped with a single wiper so long as it meets the wiped area requirements in Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards Governing Windshield Wiping and Washing Systems.


(c) This section does not apply to snow removal equipment equipped with adequate manually operated windshield wipers.

Conditions and use of windshield wipers, 26707 CVC


Windshield wipers required by this code shall be maintained in good condition and shall provide clear vision through the windshield for the driver.  Wipers shall be operated under conditions of fog, snow, or rain and shall be capable of effectively clearing the windshield under all ordinary storm or load conditions while the vehicle is in operation.

Materials obstructing or reducing driver’s view 26708 CVC


(a) (1) No person shall drive any motor vehicle with any object or material placed, displayed, installed, affixed, or applied upon the windshield or side or rear windows.  (2) No person shall drive any motor vehicle with any object or material placed, displayed, installed, affixed, or applied in or upon the vehicle which obstructs or reduces the driver’s clear view through the windshield or side windows.  (3) This subdivision applies to a person driving a motor vehicle with the driver’s clear vision through the windshield, or side or rear windows obstructed by snow or ice.  (b) This section does not apply to:


(1) Rearview mirrors.


(2) Adjustable nontransparent sun visors which are mounted forward of the side windows and are not attached to the glass.


(3) Signs, stickers, or other materials which are displayed in a 7-inch square in the lower corner of the rear window farthest removed from the driver, or signs, stickers, or other materials which are displayed in a 5-inch square in the lower corner of the windshield nearest the driver.


(4) Side windows which are to the rear of the driver.


(5) Direction, destination, or terminal signs upon a passenger common carrier motor vehicle or a school bus, if those signs do not interfere with the driver’s clear view of approaching traffic.


(6) Rear window wiper motor.


(7) Rear trunk lid handle or hinges.


(8) The rear window or windows, when the motor vehicle is equipped with outside mirrors on both the left-and right-hand sides of the vehicle that are so located as to reflect to the driver a view of the highway through each mirror for a distance of at least 200 feet to the rear of the vehicle.


(9) A clear, transparent lens affixed to the side window opposite the driver on a vehicle greater than 80 inches in the width and which occupies an area not exceeding 50 square inches of the lowest corner toward the rear of that window and which provides the driver with a wide-angle view through the lens.


(10) Sun screening devices meeting the requirements of section 26708.2 installed on the side windows on either side of the vehicle’s front seat, if the driver or a passenger in the front seat has in his or her possession a letter or other document signed by a licensed physician and surgeon certifying that the person must be shaded from the sun due to a medical condition, or has in his or her possession a letter or other document signed by a licensed optometrist certifying that the person must be shaded from the sun due to a visual condition.  The devices authorized by this paragraph shall not be used during the darkness.


(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), transparent material may be installed, affixed, or applied to the topmost portion of the windshield if:


(1) The bottom edge of the material is at least 29 inches above the under pressed driver’s seat when measured from a point 5 inches in front of the bottom of the backrest with the drivers seat in its rearmost and lowermost position with the vehicle on a level surface.


(2) The material is not red or amber in color.


(3) There is no opaque lettering on the material and any other lettering does not affect primary colors or distort vision through the windshield.


(4) The material does not reflect sunlight or headlight glare into the eyes of occupants of oncoming or following vehicles to any greater extent than the windshield without the material.

Sun screening devices: Requirements. 26708.2 CVC


Sun screening devices permitted by paragraph (10) of subdivision (b) of section 26708 shall meet the following requirements:


(a) The devices shall be held in place by means allowing ready removal from the window area, such as a frame, a rigid material with temporary fasteners, or flexible roller shade.


(b) Devices utilizing transparent material shall be green, grey, or neutral smoke in color and shall have a luminous transmittance of not less than 35 percent.


(c) Devices utilizing nontransparent louver or other alternating patterns of opaque and open sections shall have an essentially uniform pattern over the entire surface, except for framing and supports.  At least 35% of the device area shall be open and no individual louver or opaque section shall have a projected vertical dimension exceeding 3/16 inch.


(d) The devices shall not have a reflective quality exceeding 35 percent on either the inner or outer surface.

Mirrors.26709 CVC


(a) Every motor vehicle registered in a foreign jurisdiction and every motorcycle subject to registration in this state shall be equipped with a mirror so located as to reflect to the driver a view of the highway for a distance of at least 200 feet to the rear of such vehicle.


Every motor vehicle subject to registration in this state, except a motorcycle, shall be equipped with not less than two such mirrors, including one affixed to the left-hand side.


(b) The following described types of motor vehicles, of a type subject to registration, shall be equipped with mirrors on both the left-and right-hand sides of the vehicle so located as to reflect to the driver a view of the highway through each mirror for a distance of at least 200 feet to the rear of such vehicle:


(1) A motor vehicle so constructed or loaded to obstruct the driver’s view to the rear.


(2) A motor vehicle towing a vehicle and the towed vehicle or lad thereon obstructs the driver’s view to the rear.


(3) A bus or trolley coach.


(c) The provisions of subdivision (b) shall not apply to a passenger vehicle when the load obstructing the driver’s view consists of passengers.

Defective windshields and rear windows 26710 CVC


It is unlawful to operate any motor vehicle upon a highway when the windshield or rear window is in such a defective condition as to impair the driver’s vision either to the front or rear.


In the event any windshield or rear window fails to comply with this code the officer making the inspection shall direct the driver to make the windshield and rear window conform to the requirements of this code within 48 hours.  The officer may also arrest the driver and give him notice to appear in and further require the driver or the owner of the vehicle to produce in court satisfactory evidence that the windshield or rear window has been made to conform to the requirements of this code.

Horn

Horns or warning devices. 27000 CVC


(a) Every motor vehicle, when operated upon a highway, shall be equipped with a horn in good working order and capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than 200 feet, but no horn shall emit an unreasonable loud or harsh sound.  An authorized emergency vehicle used in responding to fire calls may be equipped with, and use in conjunction with the siren on that vehicle, an air horn which emits sounds that do not comply with the requirements of this section.


(b) Every refuse or garbage truck purchased after September 1, 1983, shall be equipped with an automatic back-up audible alarm which sounds on backing more than 36 inches and which is capable 1 of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than 100 feet or shall be equipped with an automatic back-up device which is in good working order, located at the rear of the vehicle and which immediately applies the service brake of the vehicle on contact by the vehicle with any obstruction to the rear.  The back-up device or alarm shall also be capable of operation automatically when the vehicle is in neutral or a forward gear but rolls backward.


(c) At the first scheduled overhaul for any refuse or garbage truck, the operator shall consider equipping the refuse or garbage truck not equipped in accordance with the requirements of subdivision (b), with the alarm or device required under subdivision (b).

Use of horn 27001 CVC


(a) The driver of a motor vehicle when reasonably necessary to insure safe operation shall give audible warning with his horn.


(b) The horn shall not otherwise be used, except as a theft alarm system which operates as specified in article 13 (commencing with section 28085) of this chapter.

Tires

Purpose

*Vehicle control.


The general construction of tires, their depth, and their inflation are all important to vehicle control.  Tires with proper tread provide the driver with maneuverability on the roadway.  Vehicle control generally improves slightly when tires are inflated up toward the pressure recommended for long-distance high-speed driving.  The higher pressure may sacrifice some of the smooth ride that a softer tire provides, but will give additional traction

* Traction


Tires provide traction, holding a grip between the vehicle and the roadway.  If the tires do not provide sufficient traction to execute the desired maneuver, you place yourself into a dangerous position.  Your traction will be less under weather and road conditions; such as rain, snow, icy, grave or dirt roads.

Required condition, inflation and tread


Tread depth can prove to be critical in certain situations.  The minimum legal tread depth, 2.32 inch, is indicated on newer tires by a tread-wear indicator bat that is built into the tire.  However, while 2/32 inch of tread may be adequate on smooth, dry surface, it may be dangerous on a wet surface.


Most manufacturers recommend a range of tire pressures.  Pressure should never be allowed to fall below the suggested minimum.  In fact, vehicle control generally improves slightly when tires are inflated up toward the pressure recommended for long-distance high-speed driving.  This higher pressure may sacrifice some of the smooth ride that a softer tire provides, but it will give additional traction.  Furthermore, tire side-walls flex more when they are under inflated.  This increased the internal friction of tire fabrics and thus increases the chance of tire failure.

Maintenance


Frequent inspection of your tires is essential.  Improper inflation and cuts or blisters on the sidewall or tread mean trouble.  The same is true of nails; glass or metal stuck anywhere in the tire.


Because tires do not usually wear down at the same rate, they need to be rotated.  Rotating is switching the position from the front to the rear, left to right.  Most tires should be rotated every 3,000 to 5,000 miles.  You should keep two things in mind when rotating tires:


#1.  Tire rotation plans differ, depending on the type of tire construction.  Be sure to check 
your owner’s manual for the proper plan.


#2.  If uneven tread wear occurs on the front tires, tire rotation should not be used as a 
substitute for front-end alignment or new shock absorbers.


Remember that high cornering speeds can result in excessive tire wear and reduced safety margin for emergency maneuvers. 

Tread depth of pneumatic tires. 27465 CVC


(a) No dealer or person holding a retail seller’s permit shall sell, offer for sale, expose for sale, or install on a vehicle a vehicle axle for use on a highway, a pneumatic tire when the tire has less than the tread depth specified in subdivision (b).  This subdivision does not apply to any person who installs on a vehicle, as part of an emergency service rendered to a disabled vehicle as specified in subdivision (a):


(1) One thirty-second (1/32) of an inch tread depth in any two adjacent grooves at any location of the tire, except as provide din paragraphs (2) and (3).


(2) Four thirty second (4/32) of an inch tread depth at all points in all major grooves on a tire on the steering axle of any motor vehicle specified in section 34500, and two-second of an inch tread depth at all points in all major grooves on all other tires on the axles of these vehicles.


(3) Six thirty-second (6/32) of an inch tread depth at all points in all major grooves on snow tires used in lieu of tire traction devices in posted traction device control areas.


(c) The measurement of tread depth shall not be made where tie bars, humps, or fillets are located.


(d) The requirements of this section shall not apply to implements of husbandry.


(e) The department, if it determines that such action is appropriate and in keeping with reasonably safety requirements, may adopt regulations establishing more stringent tread depth requirements than those specified in this section for those vehicles defined in sections 322 and 545, and may adopt regulations establishing tread depth requirements different from those specified in this section for those vehicles listed in section 34500.

Maintenance


Make sure that all of the components of every seat belt and shoulder restraints are in perfect working order.  Check the straps for tears of fraying of material.  Make sure that both parts of the buckle are able to fasten and release correctly, and that no part sticks or is missing.  If repairs are needed you must repair it immediately.  Check the resistance of your safety belt and shoulder straps, to make sure that in an accident it will hold you in place.

Safety belts: Requirements. 27315 CVC


(a) The legislature finds that a mandatory seatbelt law will contribute to reducing highway deaths and injuries by encouraging greater usage of existing manual seatbelts, that automatic crash protection systems which require no action by vehicle occupants offer the best hope of reducing deaths and injuries, and that encouraging the use of manual safety belts is only a partial remedy for addressing this major cause of death and injury.  The legislature safety standards requiring automatic crash protection systems and should not be used in any manner to rescind federal requirements for installation of automatic restraints in new cars


(b) This section shall be known and may be cited as the private passenger motor vehicle safety act.


(c) As used in this section, “private passenger motor vehicle” means any passenger vehicle and any motor truck of less than 6,001 lbs. unladen weight, but “private passenger motor vehicle” does not include a motorcycle.


(d) (1) No person shall operate a private shall operate a private passenger motor vehicle on a highway unless that person and all passengers ( ) 1 16 years of age or over are properly restrained by a safety belt.  This paragraph shall not apply to the operator of the taxicab, as defined in section 27908, when the taxicab is driven on a city street.  The safety belt requirement established by this paragraph is the minimum safety standard applicable to employees being transported in a private passenger motor vehicle.  This paragraph does not preempt any more stringent or restrictive standards imposed by the labor code or any other state or federal regulation regarding the transportation of employees in a private passenger motor vehicle.


(2) The operator of a limousine for hire or the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle, as defined in subdivision (a) of section 165, shall not operate the limousine for hire or authorized emergency vehicle unless the operator and any passengers, four years of age or over and weighting 40 pounds or more, in the front seat are properly restrained by a safety belt.


(3) The operator of a taxicab shall not operate the taxicab unless any passengers, four years of age and over and weighing 40 pounds or more, in the front seat are properly restrained by a safety belt.


(e) No person 16 years of age or over shall be a passenger in a private passenger motor vehicle on a highway unless that person is properly restrained by a safety belt.


(f) Every owner of a private passenger motor vehicle, including every owner or operator of a taxicab, as defined in section 27908, or a limousine for hire, operated on a highway shall maintain safety belts in good working order for the use of occupants of the vehicle.  The safety belts shall conform to motor vehicle safety standards established bye the United States Department of Transportation.  This subdivision does not, however, require installation or maintenance of safety belts where not required by the laws of the United States applicable to the vehicle at the time of its initial sale.


(g) This section does not apply to a passenger or operator with a physically disabling condition or medical condition which would prevent appropriate restraint in a safety belt, if the condition is duly certified by a licensed physician and surgeon or by a licensed chiropractor who shall state the nature of the condition, as well as the reason the restraint is inappropriate.  This section also does not apply to a peace officer, as defined in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of section 165, or to any passenger in any seat behind the front seat of an authorized emergency vehicle as defined in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of section 165 operated by the peace officer, unless required by the agency employing the peace officer.


(h) Notwithstanding subdivision (a) of section 42001, any violation of subdivision (d), (e), or (f) is an infraction punishable by fine, including all penalty assessments and court costs imposed on the convicted person, of not more than twenty dollars ($20) for a first offense, and a fine, including all penalty assessments and court costs imposed on the convicted person, of not more than fifty dollars ($50) for each subsequent offense.  In lieu of the fine and any penalty assessment of court costs, the court, pursuant to section 42005, may order that a person convicted of a first offense attend a school for traffic violators or a driving school in which the proper use of safety belts is demonstrated.


(I) For any violation of subdivision (d), (e), or (f), in addition to the fines provided for pursuant to subdivision (h) and the penalty assessments provided for pursuant to section 1464 of the penal code, an additional penalty assessment of two dollars ($2) shall be levied for any first offense, and an additional penalty assessment of five dollars ($5) shall be levied for any subsequent offense.


All moneys collected pursuant to this subdivision shall be utilized in accordance with section 1464 of the penal code.


(j) In any civil action, a violation of subdivision (d), (e), or (f) or information of a violation of subdivision (h) shall not establish negligence as a matter of law or negligence per se for comparative fault purposes, but negligence may be proven as a fact without regard to the violation


(k) If the United States Secretary of Transportation fails to adopt safety standards for manual safety belt systems by September 1, 1989, no private passenger motor vehicle manufactured after that date for sale or sold in this state shall be registered unless it contains a manual safety belt system which meets the performance standards applicable to automatic crash protection devices adopted by the Secretary of Transportation pursuant to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 208 (49 C.F.R. 571.208) as in effect on January 1, 1985.


(1) Each private passenger motor vehicle offered for original sale in this state which has been manufactured on or after September 1, 1989, shall comply with the automatic restraint requirements of section s4.1.2.1 of Federal Motor Safety Standard no. 208 (49 C.F.R. 571.208), as published in Volume 49 of the Federal Register, No. 138, page 29009.  Any automobile manufacturer who sells or delivers a private passenger motor vehicle subject to the requirements


Of this subdivision, and fails to comply with this subdivision, shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500) for each sale or delivery of a noncom plying private passenger motor vehicle.


(m) Compliance with subdivision (k) or (l) by a manufacturer shall be made by self- certification in the same manner as self-certification is accomplished under federal law.

 
(n) This section does not apply to a person actually engaged in delivery of newspapers to customers along the person’s route if the person is properly restrained by a safety belt prior to commencing and subsequent to completing delivery on the route.


(o) This section does not apply to a person actually engaged in collection and delivery activities as a rural delivery carrier for the United States Postal Service if the person is properly restrained by a safety belt prior to stopping at the first box and subsequent to stopping at the last box on the route.

(p) Subdivisions (d), (e), (f), (g), and (h) shall become inoperative immediately upon the date that the United State Secretary of Transportation, or his or her delegate, determines to rescind the portion of the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 208 (49 C.F.R. 571.208) which requires the installation of automatic restraints in new private passenger motor vehicles, except that those subdivisions shall not become inoperative if the secretary’s decision to rescind that standard no. 208 is not based on, in any respect, on the enactment or continued operation of those subdivisions.


(q) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 1996, and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, which is enacted before January 1, 1996, delegates or extends that date.

Child Passenger seat restraints: Requirements. 27360 CVC

(a) No parent or legal guardian, when present in a passenger vehicle or motor truck of less than 6,001 lbs. unladen weight, or weighing less than 40 pounds, regardless of age, to be transported upon a highway in the motor vehicle without providing and properly using, for each such child or ward, a child passenger restraint system meeting applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards.

(b) No driver shall transport on a highway any child under four years of age, regardless of weight, or weighing less than 40 pounds, regardless of age, in a passenger vehicle or motor truck of less than 6,001 pounds unladen weight without providing and properly securing the child in a child passenger restraint system meeting applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards. This subdivision does not apply to a driver if the parent or legal guardian of the child is in the vehicle and is not the driver.

(c)(1) A first offense under this section is punishable by a fine of one hundred dollars ($100), except that the court may waive the fine if the defendant establishes to the satisfaction of the court 2 that he or she is economically disadvantaged and the court, instead, refers the defendant to a child restraint low-cost purchase or loaner program. If the fine is waived, the court shall nevertheless report the conviction to the department pursuant to section 1803.

(2) A second or subsequent offense under this section is punishable by a fine of one hundred ($100) m no part of which may be waived by the court.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the fines collected for a violation of this section shall be allocated as follows:

(1) Sixty percent to local health departments in the county where the violation occurred, to be used for a child passenger restraint low-cost purchase or loaner program which shall include, but not limited to, education on the proper installation and use of a child passenger restraint system. The county may contact for the implementation of the program. Local health departments shall report on an ongoing basis to the office of traffic safety in the business, transportation and housing agency whenever a child passenger restraint low-cost purchase or loaner program is developed or funded pursuant to subdivision (d). The office of traffic safety shall prepare and distribute to the countries a listing of all child passenger restraint low-cost purchase or loaner programs in the state. Each county shall forward the listing to the courts and county hospitals in that county.

(2) Fifteen percent to the country for the administration of the program.

(3) Twenty-five percent to the city, to be deposited in its general fund except that, if the violation occurred in an unincorporated area, this amount shall be allocated to the country for purposes of paragraph (1).

New law regarding safety belts on open bed vehicles

No passenger truck may be allowed or allow any persons to ride in the bed of their trucks, without having safety restraints. This is due to accidents where the persons riding without restraints have been thrown out of the truck, receiving serious or fatal injuries.

Construction of the Automobile:

Frame.

The frame is the skeleton of the automobile. The frame supports all of the parts of the automobile into one tight package. Its construction can vary in many different forms.

Body

The body is the part of the vehicle that holds passengers.

Engine

The engine is the machine that changes the energy of the heat to motion. The engine runs off of gasoline, it is lubricated by oils, and cooled by water. The engine and its’ component are what able the vehicle to run and move.

Steering System

The steering system is the central mechanism for maneuvering the automobile. The steering wheel is what allows the driver to turn in varying degrees while the vehicle is in motion.

Suspension Systems

The suspension system is made up of springs and shock absorbers that protect a car from bumps and jolts. Allowing the passengers to have a smooth ride.

Electrical System
Battery

The battery is for storing energy in chemical form, which can be changed into electricity. This allows the electric current to run to the engine and start the vehicle. You should also check the electrolyte level in your battery periodically. 

Alternator Belt

The alternator is a device that changes mechanical energy from the engine into electricity. This allows the electrical energy for the battery to store.

Starter Motor

The starter motor system in your vehicle is responsible for starting the engine. The electrical charge from the battery comes into the starter and then sends an additional electric charge, which starts the engine.

Ignition System

The ignition system receives the electrical current sent by the starter, which in turn, the ignition system sends a spark that starts the burning of fuel in the engine.

Lighting System

The lighting system consist of headlights, taillights, running lights, dashboard lights, turn signals, interior dome lights, and anything that illuminates a light source. The system works off of the electric stored in the engine of the vehicle.

Fuel System

Tank

The fuel tank is where you are able to store gasoline. Some vehicle’s tanks carry more or less fuel then others. The fuel is stored in the tank and is burned as you run your vehicle. Make sure that your tank is secure and with a cap always in place and in good condition. 

Pump.

The fuel pump moves the fuel from the tank into the engine, where it is burned.

Oil Changes and Lubrication

Vehicles should have its oil changed and be lubricated roughly every 3000 miles.

Filter.

The fuel filter traps dirt and particles from entering into your fuel line. Which if enters will clog the line, impending fuel to reach the engine.

Carburetor/Fuel Injection

The carburetor is the engine chamber which fuel and air are mixed. Fuel injection is the spraying of liquid gasoline into the cylinder where is mixes with air to form a vapor, which will burn.

Manifold

There are two functions to the manifold (there are actually two manifolds). First there is the in-take manifold, which takes in air from the carburetor and directs it to each of the cylinders. Then there is the exhaust manifold, which collects exhaust from the engine and directs it to the exhaust pipe.

Cooling system
Radiator

The radiator is like a water tank. It stores water for cooling the engine. Water is pumped out of the radiator into the engine.

Water Pump

The water pump pumps water out of the radiator and into the engine. Where in the engine it cools down the engine, keeping the engine from overheating.

Fan and Belt

The fan and belt work together. The fan keeps the water cool, helping the water cool the engine, so that the engine does not overheat.

Thermostat

The thermostat controls the temperature in the engine and water. If the thermostat is not working correctly the engine will overheat.

Tune-ups

Engine tune-ups and transmission service should be done as recommended by the cars manufacturer. 

Shocks and Struts

Shock absorbers and strut operation should be checked for security of mounting periodically. 

Exhaust

Exhaust systems should be inspected for security and leakage periodically. 

Hoses and Antifreeze

The hoses allow the fluids to be transported to the proper place within the engine. Antifreeze is a liquid that gets poured into the radiator. The antifreeze keeps your engine running cool in the summer and will not allow the fluids to freeze up in the winter.

Brake system.

Lining and Drum/Disc.

In vehicles with drum brakes, each wheel has a metal lining called a brake drum. When the driver presses down on the brake pedal the pressure travels through the brake lines to padded metal brake shoes. The brake shoes are pushed outward against the drum, stopping the wheel.

In vehicles with disc brakes, a medal disc is attached to each wheel; over the disc is a large clamp. When the driver presses down on the brake pedal the sides of the clamps are pushed together, they pinch the disc like a thumb and forefinger.

Master Cylinder and Wheel Cylinders/ Calipers

The master cylinder is where your brake fluid is kept and drained to the brake lines. Calipers are what grip the brake pads and cause your vehicle to stop.

Brake fluid.

Brake fluid is the fluid necessary to stop your vehicle. The brake fluid drains to the brake lines.

Alignment

Ensure that your steering and wheel alignment are inspected and serviced appropriately as needed. This will ensure your safety and others. 

Smog Control

Ensure that smog control devices are intact and connected properly as required by the state of California. Your vehicle will have to have its smog emissions checked periodically in order to be registered by the DMV. 

Parking Brake

The parking brake is the emergency brake. Either located in the center of the console or on the floor left of the brake or clutch. Use your parking brake when you’re parking your vehicle and always when you are parked on a hill. The emergency brake is needed in the case your regular braking system fails.

Safety Aids.
Flares

Each vehicle should be equipped with flares. Flares are needed if a vehicle breaks down or if there is an emergency. They send a red fire that directs traffic away from the vehicle.

First Aid Kit

Each vehicle should be equipped with a fully supplied first aid kit, in the case of injury while driving.

Fire Extinguisher

Each vehicle should be equipped with a fire extinguisher, in the event of fire. The driver should be knowledgeable in how to use it.

Basic Tools

Keep a tool box in your vehicle. Make sure that you have supplied it with the proper tools for your vehicle.

Flashlight

Each vehicle should be equipped with a flashlight, in the event of breakdown. A flashlight will be needed to illuminate the engine, or to walk for help.

Tire Chains.

The chains should be carried when you are traveling threw diverse weather conditions. When you are traveling into mountains in the winter. Wherever there may be a possibility of snow. Heavy snows close roads to vehicles without snow chains; if you do not have chains you will not be able to continue.

Food and warm clothing when traveling in desolate areas

A good safety precaution when traveling is to prepare extra clothing and an emergency food supply. This is extremely important when traveling in isolated areas.

Economical and safe use of the automobile:

Avoiding fast starts and stops

Fast starts.

A driver should always maintain a steady pace, even when they are just starting the motor vehicle from a stopped position. Fast starts use up excess gasoline and they cause you and your passengers to propel backwards. “Jackrabbiting,” or fast starts also cause excess rubber to tire tread to be used, which replacement of tires must be made within a shorter time frame. A serious danger when a driver makes a fast start is whether or not the intersection crossing?

Fast stops.

A driver should avoid making fast stops, unless it is to avoid a hazard or a collision with another vehicle. Fast stops cause other drivers behind you to react in the same fast braking manner that you have which usually winds up into a collision. Drivers sometimes make the mistake of not checking to their rear when they are caught by a red light and they just quickly “slam” on their brakes, in reaction to the red light. However, if they were to have quickly looked into their rear-view mirror, they may have seen that the vehicle to their rear was much too close to the rear end of their vehicle to be able to stop successfully without hitting you.

Speed, Fuel Consumption and Tire Wear 

Keep a steady speed. If on a roadway that is without hazards and it is a long interstate highway, use your cruise control (if provided). By keeping a steady consistent speed you use less fuel. If you have fluctuating speeds you consume excess fuel.

Anticipating stops and braking smoothly and gently.

Look ahead. By looking 10 seconds down the roadway you will have a much better overview of what the road and its conditions are. Looking ahead will help you anticipate when and were you may have to stop. Slow or make a diversion. When you are slowing or stopping the vehicle, it is important that you brake smoothly and gently; anticipation of what you will have to do next is the benefit of looking ahead.

Maintenance Costs

Keep your vehicle in top running condition. Take it in for regular maintenance check ups. Lube oil and filter changes should be religiously given every 3,000 miles.  Preventative maintenance saves the owner hundreds of dollars. Costs will skyrocket if regular maintenance is not given. A vehicle that is in need of service, posses a hazard on the roadway. The vehicle’s brakes could be “metal to metal,” the power steering could be out of fluid, the tires could burst, etc. 

Calculating Overall Operational Cost:

Take into account how much you pay in monthly payments, insurance, maintenance, repairs, gasoline, and car registration. 

Cost Per Year

Figure out all of the costs that are involved in owning, operating and maintaining your vehicle. It is important to know what your costs are going to be on a yearly basis, so that you can figure out if it is an affordable vehicle for you to own. This will also give you a complete understanding of what is involved in owning an automobile.             Cost Per Mile
Brake down the costs into a per mile basis. You can do this by first calculating the yearly costs involved in owning, operating and maintaining your automobile. Then estimate how many miles you are going to be driving within a year. Brake down those costs until you have the per mile costs.

You may want to know how many miles you are actually getting per gallon of gasoline. To figure this out you first fill an empty tank of gasoline, and not how many gallons it took to fill up your tank. Then drive the vehicle until the tank is empty again. Write down the mileage when filling up the vehicle.  Take the total amount of miles traveled and divide that by how many gallons it took to fill up the tank. Then you will know the amount of mileage that you are actually giving out of each gallon of gasoline. In order to figure out the cost of gasoline per mile; take the amount that you paid to fill up your tank, then take and divide that amount by how many miles you have traveled on that one tank of gasoline.

Buying, Financing and Using an Automobile:

Determination of Needs and Type of Vehicle Needed.

Determine what you will be using the vehicle for. So that you are able 

To figure out what type of vehicle you need or require. If you are going to be driving distances for employment or driving distances to get to your educational institution, you should consider a more fuel conservative vehicle, a vehicle that burns and uses less fuel. You need to research vehicles on dependability. Are you going to be hauling things in your vehicle? If so you may need a trunk over a regular passenger vehicle. Are you the type of person who takes lots of trips in your vehicle? If so, you many consider a vehicle that has more interior room. Do you have children? You may want to consider a van or station wagon. You must determine your needs and do your research prior to looking in a newspaper or going to a car dealership. There are a lot of different makes and models and it can all become very confusing. Advertising can be alluring, but not always accurate. Make all decision based on good research and planning. 

Price Range that is within means 
Go over your budget. Know what you can afford. Include all of the

Costs involved in owning, operating and maintaining the type of vehicle that you want to own. Call insurance companies to get a quote on the monthly rate. Get an idea of what your credit rating is what interest rate you qualify for. All of these factors help you narrow your search to a price range that is within your financial means. How much do you make per month? Will you be able to afford the costs of a new vehicle: if you make 22,000.00, you certainly cannot afford to purchase a vehicle that costs 40,000.00? Be responsible and reasonable with what you can afford.

Best Value – New or Used Car?

As soon as you drive a new vehicle off of the dealership lot the value 

Of the vehicle goes down dramatically. However, some people swear to buying new cars every 50,000 miles. The costs of a new car may out-weigh the costs of a used car. It all depends upon what the condition is of the used vehicle, and how well it was taken care of by the previous owner. Not everyone takes good care of their automobiles and there may be many hidden repairs in a used vehicle. If you are considering the purchase of a used vehicle, take the vehicle to a trusted family mechanic. There they will go over the entire vehicle and tell you what all is wrong with the used vehicle. This way you have the knowledge to make the proper decision of whether to purchase the vehicle or not.


A new vehicle on the other hand is under a factory warranty. If something is wrong with the vehicle, they will fix it at no charge to you. But, for this security you must pay a high monthly payment, high insurance costs, and high licensing fees.

Evaluation of Mechanical Condition: Having Car Checked by Known Mechanic.

When considering the purchase of a used vehicle it is important that

You know what the mechanical condition of that vehicle is. A simple test drive or a simple look under the hood cannot do this. You must take the vehicle to a qualified trusted mechanic. Preferable a mechanic who you know very well and have a great experience with. They will be able to get into the vehicle and check its entire engine and electrical system.  If the mechanic gives the vehicle a “clean bill of health” than you can make an educated decision of whether to purchase the vehicle or not.

Registration

Know what the registration fees are. You can call the department and get a 

Quote on the vehicle that you are interested in purchasing. Remember, registration is paid every year on or before the date of purchase (1st registered) of the vehicle. Registration is needed to track and license a vehicle in the state of California as well as in all other states. The registration fees reduce yearly as the value of your vehicle’s worth is reduced. You must register your vehicle in order to drive or park your vehicle on any public roadway or street.

Financing

Total Deferred Cost – Including interest, Service Chargers, etc.

How much will the total cost be to you monthly, yearly, and the end?

of the loan or lease? A finance company must make money to stay in business, and they make it off of their loans. They charge a monthly interest charge on the amount of money that they have financed to you (or amount of your monthly balance due). At the time of financing the dealer or salesperson that you are working will or should, inform you of what your total deferred payoff will be. This will tell you the “true” costs involved with the sale. Do not confuse the “sticker” price with the total deferred costs. The sticker or dealers price does not include taxes, licensing, registration and interest.

Depreciation

The second you have driven a new vehicle off of the dealership lot it has already depreciated. It is now a used vehicle. When you purchase a new car it is dramatically reduced in value once you have taken ownership of the vehicle and have driven it off of the lot. After which time, your vehicle will continue to depreciate due to wear, tear and mileage. Mileage is a big factor in the value of your vehicle. The more miles that are put on a vehicle the less the vehicle will be worth when it comes time to sell. What else affects the vehicle’s vale is whether it has been in an accident engine condition, etc.


When you purchase a used vehicle the “drive-off” depreciation has already occurred, so the value should be more steadily maintained unless you abuse (i.e. wreck, mileage) the vehicle. However, the value of all driven vehicles will always continue to reduce due to the year make and model.

Insurance


Insurance is necessary to operation and owning a vehicle. It protects you and others on the roadway in case of an accident. Insurance costs depend upon the same factors that determine the value of your vehicle. The more expensive the vehicle the more your insurance costs will be per month. However, the insurance industry takes into account your driving record, which is the best way that they can determine the type of driver you are, and the chances of you having an acceded in your insured vehicle. This is called insurance risk. The State of California requires that all owners and drivers of a vehicle must have insurance in order to operate a motor vehicle. The state says you must be financially responsible for your actions whenever you drive and for all motor vehicles you own. It is illegal to drive without being financially responsible. Most drivers choose to have automobile liability insurance; your license will be suspended. If the driver is not identified, the owner of the motor vehicle will have his or her license suspended.



The minimum amount your insurance must cover per accident is:

$ 15,000 for a single death or injury.

$ 30,000 for death or injury to one or more person.

$ 5,000 for property damage.

The above are only the minimum requirements of the state. Most responsible

owners and drivers have liability, compensation, collision, uninsured motorists, health, etc; attach to their policy. Responsible owners and operators also increase the minimum requirements to a more realistic coverage, assuring that they are covered completely when they cause an accident or are involved in an accident, that all of the cost for injury or repairs are completely covered by the insurance policy that they hold.

Responsibilities and costs surrounding minor’s Use of Family Car.

If you are under the age of 18 years, your parents must sign your license

application. Your parents, or any person who signs for your driver’s license, accepts liability up to 35,000 for any one accident. This assumption of liability may be voided when the person who signed for the license notifies the DMV to have the license canceled. The parents’ or guardians’ liability automatically ceases when you reach the age of 18. If you are involved in an accident you may be liable for civil damages. If the accident involved a law violation, then you may also be fined.


Your parents are responsible if you are under 18 years of age and you drive without a license. You may not even drive mini-bikes or mopeds on public property (roads or sidewalks) without a driver’s license.


Minors are most at risk of accidents or traffic violations. So the parents’ or guardians automobile insurance costs increase dramatically. The minor should take on the full responsibility of researching the automobile costs, so that they are fully aware of the consequences of their actions.


Teenagers are generally more aggressive drivers. They have not had the experience to know hot to properly act when driving a motor vehicle. So it goes without saying that they cause more wear and tear on the automobile. Revving the engine, “squealing” the tires, taking turns too quickly, etc; causing the tires to be replaced more often a mechanical repairs are more frequent.

Unit 7: Rules of the Road and Safe Driving Practices: Urban and Rural Driving
OBJECTIVES:

Students will learn:

The rules of the road

Safe driving practices

City driving

Urban driving

Rural driving

Freeways

ESTABLISHED SPEED LAWS

Purpose of Basic Speed Laws
California’s basic speed law says that you must never drive faster than is safe

for the present conditions, regardless of the posted speed limit. The basic speed laws are set up to minimize traffic accidents and congestion.

Purpose of Minimum Speed Limit

The minimum speed law is to minimize traffic accidents and congestion. You

must not drive so slowly that you are a danger on the roadway. You may receive a ticket for driving too slowly.

Speed Limits for Designated Areas
Freeways.

The maximum speed limit on most California highways is 65 miles per

hour. On some highways, the maximum speed limit can be as much as 70 miles per hour. However, since this has just changed in 1996, the law states that if you do not see a speed limit sign on the highway assume that it is 55 miles per hour.

Residential Zones.

The speed limit in a residential are is 25 miles per hour, unless a sign

posted states otherwise.

Business Districts.

The speed limit in a business district is 25 miles per hour, unless a sign

posted states otherwise.

School Zones.

In an around schools the speed limit is 25 miles per hour, when the

school grounds have no fence and children are present, unless it is posted otherwise.

Blind Intersections.

The speed limit on approach of a blind intersection is 15 miles per

hour, unless otherwise posted.

Speed Limits for Designated Vehicles

No person shall drive a vehicle on any bridge, elevated structure, tube, or

Tunnel constituting a part of a highway at a speed in excess of 55/65 miles per hour, unless otherwise posted.

Speed and stopping Distance

Perception Time and Distance, Reaction Time, and Braking and Stopping Distance

Interpretation of the speed that you should be traveling on the road depends upon the overall road conditions. Never travel to fast or to slow for the road conditions.


When you are driving down a street or roadway controlled by traffic control devices, or anywhere that stopping might occur you should allow a safe space cushion between your vehicles. Actually, create a space cushion all around your vehicle.


Stopping distance, at 35 miles per hour it will take approximately 106 feet to stop. At 25 miles per hour, it will approximately take 62 feet to stop. At 45 mile per hour, it will take approximately 162 feet. At 55 miles per hour, it will take approximately 228 feet. At 65 miles per hour, it will take approximately 306 feet to bring your vehicle to a safe stop. This is the average stopping distance on a dry surface.


Total stopping distance is the time in feet it will take a driver to react by applying the brakes, plus how many feet it takes to actually takes to bring the vehicle to a full stop.

Temporary Maximum Speed Limit 22348 CVC.

(a) Notwithstanding subdivision (b) of section 22351, no person shall drive a 

Vehicle upon a highway with a speed limit established pursuant to section 22349 or 22356 at a speed greater than that speed limit.


(b) Any person who drives a vehicle upon a highway at a speed great then 100 miles per hour is guilty of an infraction punishable, as follows:


(1) Upon a first conviction of a violation of this subdivision, by a fine or not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500). The court may also suspend the privilege of the person to operate a motor vehicle for a period not to exceed 30 days pursuant to section 13200.5.


(2) Upon a conviction under this subdivision of an offense which occurred within three years of a prior offense resulting in a conviction of an offense under this subdivision, by a fine of not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500). The person’s privilege to operate a motor vehicle shall be suspended by the DMV pursuant to subdivision (a) of section 13355.


(3) upon a conviction under this subdivision of an offense which occurred within five years of two or more prior offenses resulting in convictions of offenses under the subdivision, by a fine of not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500). The person’s privilege to operate a motor vehicle shall be suspended by the DMW pursuant to subdivision (b) of section 13355.


(c) Any vehicle subject to section 22406 shall be drive in a lane designated pursuant to section 21655, or if no lane has been so designated, in the right-hand lane for traffic or as close as practicable to the right-hand edge or curb. When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction, the driver shall use either the designated lane, the lane to the immediate left of the right lane, or the right-hand lane for traffic as permitted under this code. If, however, specific lane or lanes have not been designated on a divided highway having four or more clearly marked lanes for traffic in one direction, any such vehicle may also be driven in the lane to the immediate left of right-hand lane, unless otherwise prohibited under this code. This subdivision does not apply to a driver who is preparing for a left- or right-hand turn or who is in the process of entering into or exiting from a highway or to a driver who is required necessarily to drive in a lane other then the right-hand lane to continue on his or her intended route.

Basic Speed Limit 22350 CVC.

No person shall drive a vehicle upon a highway at a speed greater than is

Reasonable or prudent having due regard for weather, visibility, the traffic on, and the surface and width of, the highway, and in no even at a speed which endangers the safety of persons or property.
Prima Facie Speed Limits 22352 CVC.

The prima facie limits are as follows and shall be applicable unless changed as 

Authorized in this code and, if so changed, only when signs have been erected giving notice thereof:

Fifteen miles per hour:

(1) When traveling a railway grade crossing, if during the last 100 feet of the

Approach to the crossing the driver does not have a clear and unobstructed view of the crossing and of any traffic on the railway for a distance of 400 feet in both directions alone the railway. This subdivision does not apply in the case of any railway train or car.


(2) When traveling any intersection of highway if during the last 100 feet of the driver’s approach to the intersection the driver does not have a clear and unobstructed view of the intersection and of any traffic upon all of the highways entering the intersection protected  by stop signs or yield right-of-way signs or controlled by official traffic control signals.


(3) On any alley.


(b) Twenty-five miles per hour.

(1) On any highway other than a state highway, in any business or residential district unless a different speed is determined by local authority under procedures set forth in this code.

(2) When passing a school building or the grounds thereof, contiguous to a highway an posted with a standard “SCHOOL” warning sign, while children are going to or leaving the school either during school hours or during the noon recess period. The prima facie limit shall also apply when passing any school grounds which are not separated from the highway by a fence, gate or other physical barrier while the grounds are in use by children and the highway is posted with a standard “SCHOOL” warning sign.

(3) When passing a senior center or other facility primarily used by senior citizens, contiguous to a street other than a state highway and posted with a standard “SENIOR” warning sign. A local authority is not required to erect any sign pursuant to this paragraph until donations from private sources covering those costs are received and the local agency makes a determination that the proposed signing should be implemented. A local authority may, however, utilize any other funds available to it to pay for the erection of those signs.

Minimum Speed Law 22400 CVC

(a) No person shall drive upon a highway at such a slow speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, unless the reduced speed is necessary for safe operation, because of a grade, or in compliance with law.


No person shall bring a vehicle to a complete stop upon a highway so as to impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic unless the stop is necessary for safe operation or in compliance with law.

Whenever the Department of Transportation determines on the basis of an

engineering and traffic survey that slow speeds on any part of a state highway consistently impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, the department may determine and declare a minimum speed limit below which no person shall drive a vehicle, except when necessary for safe operation or in compliance with law, when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected along the part of the highway for which a minimum speed limit is established. Subdivision (b) of this section shall apply only to vehicles subject to registration.

Maximum Speed for Designated Vehicles 22406 CVC
No person shall drive any of the following vehicles on a highway at a speed in

Excess of 65 miles per hour:

(a) A motor truck or truck having three or more axles or any motor truck or

truck tractor drawing any other vehicle.

(b) A passenger vehicle or bus drawing any other vehicle.

(c) A school bus transporting any school pupil.

(d) A farm labor vehicle when transporting passengers.

(e) A vehicle transporting explosives.

(f) A trailer bus, as defined in section 636.
Maximum Speed Limit for Designated Roadways

On specially marked highways, the Department of Transportation will post a 

speed limit of 70 miles per hour. This is designated in rural straight highway areas. No vehicle in this zone shall drive over the posted speed limit. This includes all passenger vehicles, truck tractors, school busses, motor trucks, vehicles transporting, and vehicle transporting explosives, trailer bus, or farm labor vehicle transporting passengers. 

PROPER LANE USE

A. Designated lanes of travel.


1. Divided highways


A divided highway is a wall or retainer is dividing the traffic driving in opposite directions. 


2. Lane Roadways.


A lane roadway is where there are at least two clearly marked lanes for traffic, going in one direction of the roadway. This has either a double yellow line, or single yellow line in the center. This can be broken or unbroken.


3. Three-laned highways.


The left or “fast” lane is called the “Number one lane,”  the lanes to the right of the number one lane are called the number two and then the number three lanes. This is where three lanes of traffic are all going in the same direction of travel.

B. Position of vehicle in lane of travel.


1. Marked lanes.


The position of the vehicle on a marked lane is to the right side of your lane, or if in the center of two lanes, you want to stay in the center of your lane of travel. Where lines are painted between lanes to indicate where the lanes begin and end, so drivers on a roadway that has two or more lanes in one direction, know where to place their vehicle on the roadway.


2. Narrow roadways.


You should position your vehicle on the fair right of the roadway, when you are traveling on a narrow roadway. You should also use a reduced speed.


3. Mountain roadways.


Position your vehicle to the extreme right of the roadway, while driving on a mountain or curved roadway. Use your headlights. Honk your horn on curves.


4. Other vehicles approaching.


When a car or vehicle is approaching you from the opposite direction or to pass you on the roadway it is important to move your vehicle to the far right of your lane.


5. Exceptions to driving on the right side of roadway.


When passing a vehicle going in your direction, you will end up crossing over onto the opposing traffic’s lane of travel. You will also be using the left lane within the same direction to pass a vehicle. The following are exceptions to driving on the right side of the roadway:

· When turning left at an intersection, a cross street or a private roadway.

· When the right half of the road is closed or blocked

On a one-way roadway.

· When the road is not wide enough.

· When weather conditions and road markings force you too.

C. Required lane use and use of turnouts.


1. Slow-Moving vehicles.


Any vehicle upon a highway traveling less than the normal speed of traffic moving in the same direction shall drive in the right-hand lane. Except when over taking and passing another vehicle traveling in the same direction.


When preparing for lefts turn at an intersection, cross road or private roadway. It is required for vehicles that are raveling slower then the other vehicles (5 vehicles) traveling on the same road in the same direction to use the designated turnouts, and allow traffic to clear before proceeding.


2. Special vehicles.


On three or four way highways in California, large trucks are restricted to the tow right lanes. They generally travel in the far right lane, and use the second lane to pass.

D. Lane Use (CVC Section).



1. Right side of roadway, 21650 CVC.


Upon all highways, a vehicle shall be driven upon the right half of the roadway, except as follow:

(a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction under the rules governing that movement.

(b) When placing a vehicle in a lawful position for, and when the vehicle is lawfully making, a left turn.

(c) When the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic under construction or repair.

(d) Upon a roadway restricted to one way traffic.

(e) When the roadway is not of sufficient width.

(f) When the vehicle is necessarily traveling so slowly as to impede the normal movement of traffic, that portion of the highway adjacent to the right edge of the roadway may be utilized temporarily when in a condition permitting safe operation.

(g) This section does not prohibit the operation of bicycles on any shoulder of a highway, where the operation is not otherwise prohibited by this code or local ordinance.


2. Divided highway, 21651 CVC.


(a) Whenever a highway has been divided into two or more roadways by means of intermittent barriers or by means of a dividing section of not less than two feet in width, either unpaved or delineated by curbs, double-parallel lines, or other marking on the roadway, it is unlawful to do either of the following:

(1) To drive any vehicle over, upon, or across the dividing section.

(2) To make any left, semicircular, or U-turn with the vehicle on the divided highway, except through an opening in the barrier designated and intended by public authorities for the use of vehicles or through a plainly marked opening in the dividing section.

(b) It is unlawful to drive any vehicle upon a highway, except to the right of intermittent barrier or a dividing section which separates two or more opposing lanes of traffic. Except as otherwise provided in subdivision; (c) a violation of this subdivision is a misdemeanor.

(c) Any willful violation of subdivision (b) which results in injury to, or death of, a person shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison, or imprisonment in a county jail for a period of not more than six months.


3. Slow-moving vehicles, 21654 CVC.


(a) Notwithstanding the prima facie speed limits, any vehicle proceeding upon a highway at a speed less than the normal speed of traffic moving in the same direction at such time shall be driven in the right-hand lane for traffic or as close as practicable to the right-hand curb, except when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction or when preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway.

(b) If a vehicle is being driven at a speed less than the normal speed of traffic or as close as practicable to the right-hand edge or curb, it shall constitute prima facie evidence that the driver is operating the vehicle in violation of subdivision (a) of this section.

(c) The Department of Transportation, with respect to state highways, and local authorities, with respect to highways under their jurisdiction, may place and maintain upon highways official signs directing slow-moving traffic to use the right hand traffic lane except when overtaking and passing another vehicle or preparing for a left turn.


4. Designated Lanes for certain vehicles, 21655 CVC.


(a) Whenever the Department of Transportation or local authorities with respect to highways under their respective jurisdictions determines upon the basis of an engineering an traffic investigation that the designation of a specific lane or lanes for the travel of vehicles required to travel at reduced speeds would facilitate the safe and orderly movement of traffic, the department or local authority may designate a specific lane or lanes for the travel of vehicles which are subject to the provision of section 22406 and shall erect signs at reasonable intervals giving notice thereof.

(b) Any  trailer bus, except as provided in section 21655.5 and any vehicle subject to the provisions of section 22406 shall be driven in the lane or lanes designated pursuant to subdivision (a) whenever signs have been erected giving  notice of that designation. Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, when a specific lane or lanes have not been so designated, any of those vehicle shall be driven in the right hand lane for traffic or as close as practicable to the right edge or curb. If, however, a specific lane or lanes have not been designated on a divided highway having four or more clearly marked lanes for traffic in one direction, any of those vehicles may also be driven in the lane to the immediate left of that right hand lane, unless otherwise prohibited under the code. When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction, the driver shall use either the designated lane, the lane to the immediate left of the right-hand lane, or the right hand lane for traffic as permitted under this cod.


The subdivision does not apply to a diver who is preparing for a left or right have turn or who is entering into or exiting from a highway or to a driver who much necessarily drive in a lane other than the right hand lane to continue on his or her intended route.


5. Turning out of slow-moving vehicles, 21656 CVC.


On a two-lane highway where passing is unsafe because of traffic in the opposite direction or other conditions, a slow-moving vehicle, including a passenger vehicle, behind which five or more vehicles are formed in line, shall turn off the roadway at the nearest place designated as a turnout by signs erected by the authority having jurisdiction over the highway, or wherever sufficient area for a safe turnout exists, in order to permit the vehicles following it to proceed. As used in this section a slow-moving vehicle is on which is proceeding at a rate of speed less than the normal flow of traffic at the particular time and place.


6. Laned Roadways, 21658 CVC.


Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic in one direction, the following rules apply:

(a) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practical entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved from the lane until such movement can be made with reasonable safety.

(b) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated lane or allocating specified lanes to traffic moving in the same direction, and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of the traffic device. 


7.  Three-Lane highways, 21659 CVC.


Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes a vehicle shall not be driven in the extreme left lane at any time, nor in the center lane except when overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway ahead is clearly visible and center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is proceeding and is signposted to give notice of such allocation. This section does not apply upon a one-way roadway.


8. Approaching Vehicles, 21660 CVC.


Drivers of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions shall pass each other to the right, and, except when a roadway has been divided into traffic lanes, each driver shall give to the other at least one-half of the main traveled portion of the roadway whenever possible.


9. Narrow roadways, 21661 CVC.


Whenever upon any grade the width of the roadway is insufficient to permit the passing vehicles approaching from opposite directions at the point of meeting, the driver of the vehicle descending the grade shall yield the right of way to the vehicle ascending the grade and shall, if necessary, back his vehicle to a place in the highway where it is possible for the vehicles to pass.


10. Mountain Driving, 21662 CVC.


The driver of a motor vehicle traveling through defiles or canyons or upon mountain highways shall hold the motor vehicle under control at all times and shall do the following when applicable.

(a) If the roadway has no marked centerline, the driver shall driver as never the right hand edge of the roadway as is reasonable possible.

(b) If the roadway has sufficient width to permit a motor vehicle to be driven entirely to the right of the center of the roadway, the driver shall give audible warning with the horn of the motor vehicle upon approaching any curve where the view is obstructed within a distance of 200 feet along the highway.

PASSING

A. Passing and being passed.


1. Demands of proper passing.



* Good Judgment

You must correctly judge the speed of the vehicle you are about to pass, and your own speed. Judge the distance that it will take to over come and pass safely. Oncoming traffic moves just as fast as you. Therefore, you must judge the speed of the driver with the distance to correctly pass. It is hard to judge the speed of oncoming traffic one-third of a mile away, they do not seem to be coming as fast as they really are.

You must be assured clear distance ahead. Be aware of the speed and distance of any oncoming vehicle. Be aware of the existence of any additional hazards.


*Rapid Decision Making.

You must have rapid decision making, if you hesitate, you will never get a chance to pace, or if you make a bad decision, you will be endangering lives. At highway speeds, you will travel over 800 feet in 10 to 12 seconds. So will the oncoming traffic. That means you need over 1600 feet (or about one-third of a mile) to pass safely.  You must make a rapid decision on whether or not you will have enough room, time, and clearance to pass.


*Knowledge of your Vehicle’s Performance Abilities.

This is important information to have because then you are better able to determine if your vehicle can handle entering fast moving traffic or if you need to wait for a bigger break in traffic. Also, you know how much room you actually need to stop safely otherwise you could end up rear-ending a vehicle ahead of you. 

B. When passing is authorized. 


1. Designated lane use and markings.



*Freeways.

You may pass if the movement can be made safely, to the left of a vehicle, and the freeway has two or more lanes open for the driver to pass. Freeway passing differs from two way roadways. It is much easier to pass on freeways, since all the traffic is well divide from the opposing traffic lanes, and the traffic is all going in the same direction. Passing is down by looking in your mirrors to check the traffic, then looking over your shoulder. Then when it clear and safe to do so, you may change lanes to the left in order to pass the vehicle that you are following. Once you have done this you need to use the same checking steps to move back over in front of the vehicle or vehicles that you have just passed.


You may pass where it is authorized, and the lanes marking are broken, not solid.



*Two-Lane roadways.


You may pass to the left when:

The line dividing opposing traffic is broken on your side of the roadway.

You have a visible clearance on the roadway of at least 1600 feet.

There are no oncoming vehicles.

Where road signs permit passing.

When you want to pass a vehicle traveling in your direction, pass to the left. Passing to the right is permitted only when:

*The driver of the other vehicle is making or about to make a left turn.

*An open roadway is clearly marked for tow or more lanes of vehicles moving in the same direction.

C. When passing is prohibited.


1. Designated lane use and marking.



* Freeways.


When there is a lane closure, and or, there is an accident blocking, or, where designated lane use and marking tell you is prohibited, or, road conditions; such as fog, snow, rain, ice, or something is on the road blocking the road. Wherever the conditions are too hazardous for vehicles to pass one another.



* Two-way roadways.

You may not pass on a two-way roadway, when:


Signal indicates that it is prohibited.


The roads marking are solid on your side of the roadway.


There are signs prohibiting passing.


You do not have enough space in which to pass safely.


You cannot see far enough down the roadway.


You are approaching or are on a curve.


Weather conditions such as fog, rain snow or ice prohibit a safe passing.


There is a lane closure due to an accident, hazard, work crews or construction.


When you are approaching a crest of a hilltop.


There s a vehicle using the left lane to turn left.

Remember that you cannot pass when you cannot see far enough or clearly enough down the roadway. You never know what may lie ahead in your lane.


You can never pass when and where it is not safe due to the road and weather conditions.


You can never pass when and where is it not safe due to the road and weather conditions.


You can never pass where the road is clearly marked either on the pavement or by signs that indicate that passing is prohibited.

D. Special Situations.


1. Without Sufficient Clearance.


Do not attempt to pass when you do not have enough distance in which to pass safely. When you do not have sufficient space or visibility of the road in which to pass you will cause an accident. Either that accident will be with an oncoming vehicle or you will hit the vehicle. Alternatively, you may run them off the road that you were attempting to pass. Never cut off another driver when passing, this is another result to not have enough clearance to pass safely.


2.  On a Hill.


Only pass when you are traveling in a clearly marked passing zone of the

roadway marked by road markings or signs. It is especially dangerous when there is only one lane in each direction. You must obey all regulatory signs. Only pass where you have a complete view of the roadway and its conditions, and where you have enough roadways to pass. You will want to have doubled the clearance time when trying to pass going uphill. Since vehicles that are oncoming usually are traveling faster going down hill; and you are driving slower due to climbing the grade of the hill. Going up-hill is much harder to get the speed required to overcome a vehicle.


It is much easier to pass when you are traveling downhill since you naturally do not have to flight to increase speeds. You want to wait until you have the appropriate distance and clearance to pass safely.


On freeways or roadways that have more then one lane in each direction, hills are only a problem due to multiple passing, due to slow moving vehicles. Hills on freeways can also be a problem with passing and your speed decreases or increases due to the up-hill grade or downhill grade of the roadway. Your speed will be faster when going downhill, and your speed will probably decrease when going up-hill. Do nit try to attempt passing when your speed is not consistent or the vehicles that you are attempting to pass speed fluctuates.


When you go to pass or have just done so on a hill, be aware of your speed and the speed of the vehicle that you have just passed, and make sure you do not cause that vehicle to slow. Also, be aware of the traffic behind you prior to passing on a hill. They may be going faster then you due to the grade of the hill, and be attempting to pass your vehicle as well as the vehicle that you are following.


When you are traveling on a mountain or a one lane roadway and you are traveling at a much slower speed then the vehicles that are following you, due to climbing a hill’s grade; you need to be aware of how many vehicles are behind you. If there are five or more vehicles behind you want to find a safe are in which to pull over and allow the vehicles to pass you. This way you do not cause a traffic jam.



3. Intersections or railroad crossings.


Do you pass in or through an intersection, when there is only one lane in each direction? An intersection is a very dangerous place. When you are passing in an intersection, where you have to cross over into the opposing traffic’s lane, you are asking for an accident. 


You however are able to pass. As well as, be traveling next to a vehicle in an intersection when there are two or more lanes going in the same direction that you are traveling. However, if passing in the intersection please do so with extreme caution.

Never should you pass on a railroad crossing, unless there are at least two or more lanes traveling in the same direction. Never is it permitted to pass when passing threw a railroad crossing when you are on a road that only has one lane in each direction.



4. School bus.



You must never pass a stopped school bus that has the RED warning lights flashing! These means from either the oncoming direction or the same direction as the bus is facing. The exception to this is when there is a divided highway between the bus and your vehicle’s lane.

You may however, pass a school bus at any time that the red lights are NOT flashing.



5. Bridges or Abutments.



You must never pass on a bridge or abutment, when the weather and road conditions are bad. In addition, when, you are traveling on a road that has only one lane in each direction.


It is permitted to pass when there are two ore more lanes going in the same direction; except when the weather and roads conditions are poor; and were signs tell you that it is prohibited.


E. Dangerous Passing Situations.



1. Long line of cars ahead.



Never attempt to pass a long line of vehicles that you are following. There is not enough time or space for you to pass. It is extremely dangerous, and you put other drivers at risk as well as yourself. It is also possible that a vehicle within the pack of vehicle within the pack of vehicles will pull out in front of you when they attempt to pass. There are a few ways to combat the long line of traffic.

They are Follows:

Wait until the vehicles in front of you pass the slowest vehicle.

You may pass one car at a time if the cars are leaving gaps between each other.

Pull over and take a rest or a break for five or ten minutes, allowing the train of vehicles to get far ahead of you.

2. Intention to stop or turn.


Never pass a vehicle that is stopped, they may have forgotten to use their

turn signal and may actually be making a left.


Nor should you try and pass a vehicle that is directly behind a slower

moving vehicle, until you are sure that they will not be pulling out to pass, without signaling their intention.


Always use your signal to indicate your intentions to pass a vehicle.

Otherwise, the vehicle or vehicles behind you will not know that you are passing. Therefore, they may attempt to pass you and then end up in an accident situation.


3. Oncoming car is too close.


If you are not sure how close the oncoming vehicle is it is to close to pass, or possibly could be stopped, so just wait for a better location and clearance.

If they area in which you have to pass is less then 1,600 feet; you do not have enough time to pass. You should just hang back and wait until you have a larger clearing and better visibility to pass. It is better to be safe then sorry!


4. Car ahead is at or near the speed limit.


You are not supposed to speed, it is against the law. If you approach a vehicle that is going the speed limit or close to it, just reduce your speed because you are speeding. Allow for a space cushion and do not tailgate!


However, if their speed is dropping below the speed limit, you may want to wait until you have a proper clearance and there are no oncoming vehicles and then pass. Remember that since you have to go faster to pass, bring your speed back down to the speed limit. Remember that is the vehicle is traveling just at or slower then the speed limit they may be reacting to a hazard always check the entire situation before making the decision to pass another vehicle.


5. Sight distance ahead is limited.


If you cannot see clearly due to weather conditions, such as, rain, fog, snow, ice and or, dust. Other condition such as a hill crest, a curve, a large dip, a large truck, or trees and bushes could all block a driver’s clear view of the road and its conditions. Never pass unless you have an adequate view ahead of you on the roadway.


6. Maneuver cannot be completed before reaching a no passing zone.


The no pass zone is set up to let you know when it is not safe to pass another vehicle due to limited space, limited visibility or of a cross street is present. If you cannot pass before the zone ends then you should not pass just then.

F. Passing Potential.


1. Identify passing situations.



* Passing maneuvers times.


When passing another vehicle you must have sufficient time to complete the entire passing. Be aware of your speed, the speed of the vehicle that you are to pass, the time it will take to overtake the vehicle, and the time it will take you to pull back into your lane.


Without having the sufficient time needed to complete the passing you will end up running vehicles off the road or hitting them.



* Identifying a safe distance ahead.


You must be able to see a sufficient distant ahead. You will need 1600 feet to pass that is 1/3 of a mile. If you do not have enough space to overtake the vehicle you should not attempt to pass, otherwise you will end up in a head on collision.



*Identify an End of pass gap to pull back into lane.


If you are passing and there is only one vehicle on that section of the roadway, you just need to clear that vehicle without cutting them off. When you are passing on vehicle and there is another vehicle in front of them, you have to find a gap to e able to start and finish your pass. In order for you to pass the vehicle that you are following, you must make sure that you will be able to pull back into the lane. To do that you much wait until there is sufficient space between the vehicle that you are intending on passing and the vehicle in front of them.


*Establish a safe response for hazards.


You should be prepared for any hazards while you are passing another vehicle. A vehicle may be pulling out of a driveway right into your path of ravel or some animal or debris could be in or jumping out into your path. It is so important that you have a clear view of the roadway and what its conditions are. Never pass where vehicles may be pulling out into the roadway.


Be prepared for any such hazard by being completely aware of the “whole picture”, be ready to speed up or slow down suddenly without endangering the lives of other drivers on the road.



*Checking for road traction.


If the road provides not enough traction because it is gravel, dirt, icy, rainy or snowy then you is not in a position to pass another vehicle. The actions of speeding up and changing lanes can send your vehicle sideways or out of control, causing an accident wit the vehicle that you are passing and or the oncoming traffic. Add a hazard to these weather and road conditions and you have a fatal accident on your hands.

G. Steps for successful passing.


1. Scan for hazards.



*Oncoming vehicles.


You must wait until all oncoming vehicles are passed you; you must be able to see a sufficient distance down the roadway to be able to be sure that there are no more oncoming vehicles.



*Vehicles approaching from rear.


Look in your rear view mirror to be sure that the vehicle that it following you is not going to attempt to pass you and the vehicle that you are following.



* Merging vehicles.


Do not pass in an area where roads cross or where traffic merges together. In addition to being on a road where there is only one lane in each direction. This is an accident situation waiting to happen. A vehicle may merge into the opposing traffic lane that you are using to pass a vehicle and you will hit them head on.


On a roadway that there is only one lane in each direction and you have a lane for merging on ramp vehicles or a crossroad, where this happens in your direction of travel. A vehicle may merge into the lane in front of the vehicle that you are passing cutting off your end of pass gap that you need to be able to get back into your lane.


On roadways that have two or more lanes traveling in the same direction, you need to be aware of these merging lanes and crossroads. Therefore, you will be aware of any traffic that may enter the lane that you are intending to pull back into. You should wait until you have a completely passed all vehicles that are merging in the lane.



2. Check for blind spots.


Always lookout for blind spots on the roadway, this means any area of the roadway that is not in your sight. This could be due to the roads grade, a crest of a hill. A dip and a curve in the roadway that all could hide vehicles and or potential hazards. Trees and bushes can block your view of any cross roads where vehicles and or potential hazards. Trees and bushes can block your view of any cross roads where vehicles could pull out from or they may hide part of the roadway itself. Remember if you cannot see your cannot pass.


3. Signal intent.


Always signal your intentions to pass in advance, so to warn the drivers of the vehicles behind you and in front of you.


4. Warn the driver ahead.


To warn the driver ahead of you; you must signal your intentions to pass by turning on your left turn signal in advance. 


5. Obtain a speed advantage.


Prepare to pass by increasing your speed to excess of 10 miles per hour then what the speed of the vehicle that you are passing is going. You must do this to be able to overtake the vehicle within a sensible time and space. Remember not to exceed the speed limit, even when passing.


6. Re-check conditions ahead.


Always check and double check for oncoming and approaching hazards on the roadway.


7. Create return space.


Create and end of pass gap to place your vehicle after passing.


8. Signal Return.


Always signal when you intend to move back into the lane.


9. Check for blind spots.


Always look ahead for any obstructions that could hide a vehicle or a hazard.

10. Create space for vehicle passed.

Never cut back in to quick, leave enough space between you and the vehicle that you just passed.

H. When being passed.


1. Safety when being passed.



*Yielding required.


You need to yield to a passing vehicle, allowing them to be successful in their pass without an accident situation. You should wait if you want to pass the vehicle that you are following, because the vehicle following you has all ready begun to pass you and the vehicle that you are following.



*Maintaining speed.


Except when a driver passing you is having problems or complications; otherwise you must always maintain your speed when being passed, do not speed up.

I. Overtaking and passing (CVC section).


1. Overtake and pass to left, 21750 CVC.


The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle preceding the same direction shall pass to the left at a safe distance without interfering with the safe operation of the overtaken vehicle, subject to the limitation and exceptions hereinafter stated.


2. Passing without sufficient clearance, 21751CVC.


On a two lane highway, no vehicle shall be driven to the left side of the center of the roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction unless the left side is clearly visible and free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit such overtaking and passing to be completely made without interfering with the safe operation of any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction.


3. When driving on the left prohibited, 21752 CVC.


No vehicle shall at any time be driver to the left side of the roadway under the following conditions.

(a) When approaching or upon the crest of a grade or a curve in the highway where the driver’s view is obstructed within such distance as to create a hazard in the even another vehicle might approach from the opposite direction.

(b) When the view is obstructed upon approaching within 100 feet of any bridge, viaduct, or tunnel.

(c) When approaching within 100 feet of or when traversing any intersection or railroad grade crossing.


4. Yielding for passing, 21753 CVC.


Except when passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible signal and shall not increase the speed of his vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.


5. Passing on the right, 21754 CVC.


The driver of a motor vehicle may overtake and pass to the right of another vehicle only under the following conditions.


(a) When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a left turn.


(b) Upon a highway within a business or residence district with unobstructed pavement of sufficient width for two or more lines of moving vehicles in the direction of travel.


(c) Upon any highway outside of a business or residence district with unobstructed pavement of sufficient width and clearly marked for tow or more lines of moving traffic in the direction of travel.


(d) Upon a one-way street.


(e) Upon a highway divided into two roadways where traffic is restricted to one direction to one direction upon each of such roadways.


The provisions of this section shall not relieve the driver of a slow moving vehicle from the duty to drive as closely as practicable to the right hand edge of the roadway.



6. Pass on right safely, 21755 CVC.


The driver of a motor vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle upon the right only under conditions permitting such movement in safety. In no even shall such movement be made by driving off the paved or main-traveled portion of the roadway.



7. Passing on grades, 21758 CVC.


In the event any vehicle is being operated on any grade outside of a business or residence district at a speed of less than 20 miles per hour, no person operating any other motor vehicle shall attempt to overtake and pass such slow moving vehicle unless the overtaking vehicle is operated at a speed of at least 10 miles per hour in excess of the speed of the overtaken vehicle, nor unless the passing movement is complete within a total distance not greater than one-quarter of a mile.

BACKING UP SAFELY


A. Check behind the vehicle before getting in for:



1. Children.




Before you enter your vehicle check around your vehicle for any children playing behind, on the side, or playing in your area. Once you sit behind the wheel of your vehicle, it will be much harder for you to see any children. If you see children playing around your vehicle, tell them that you are going to back up, and to stay away from your vehicle. Also look for bicycles, animals; pets are hard to see and no one wants to run over their pet or the neighbors pet, are hard to see and no one wants to run over their pet or the neighbors pet. Once you get into your vehicle you still must watch behind your vehicle as you are backing up. Look in your rear view mirror, your side view mirrors, and then while you are backing up turn to look over your shoulder so you are positioned to see directly behind your vehicle.



2. Small Objects.



Before you enter your vehicle, you need to walk around your vehicle also looking not only for children but for small objects such as, balls, bikes, toys that may be retrieved by a child. If you find that there are objects removing them. If they are toys or objects related to children, inform the children in the area, if any, that you found them and tell them that you are backing up and to stay out of the way of the vehicle.


Always be careful of backing up into pedestrians. Small objects may also get lodged under your vehicle, rendering your vehicle in operative.


B. Visibility and body posture.



1. Body position while steering.



Your body should be position to the right with your arm over the passenger seat. When you are ready to back up you will be prepared to see, and have a clear view behind your vehicle. Finally, with your foot on the brake, or brake and clutch slowly proceed backwards.



2. Head position while steering.



You should have your head turned towards the right rear of your vehicle.  Therefore, you can see any objects to the right side and behind your vehicle.


C. Speed control.



1. Release of brake pedal.



Keep your foot on the brake pedal, when you see that it is clear to back up release your brake pedal slightly, while still keeping some tension on the brake. This is so you move very slowly, with control of the vehicle. Continue this motion until you are absolutely sure that you are safe to continue the backing of the vehicle. Once you are in the roadway start moving a little quicker, so you get out of the way of any oncoming traffic.



2. Backing speed.



Your speed while backing up should be at a snails pace.  There could be children, pedestrians, vehicles, etc. so you should be prepared to stop in less than a second.

However, once you are in the roadway, and you see that your path for backing up is completely clear, you want to move a little more quickly, as to not get hit by any oncoming traffic.


D. Steering.



1. Sharp turns.




When backing up around a sharp corner place your left hand on the top of the steering wheel and look out the back window. In addition, glance at your side view mirrors to make sure you are close enough to the curb. However, the best thing to do is not to do it, because it is very dangerous. A vehicle can come around the curve and run into the back end of your vehicle.


If you must make a sharp turn while backing up use your left hand as the main steering hand to turn the steering wheel. Then, just as you would when driving forward, use your hand over hand movements, all the while your body is positioned sideways and your head is turned towards the right rear. Once you have completed making the sharp turn, straighten your steering wheel to the angle of the roadway or intended area that you are backing too. Always proceed at very slow speeds.



2. Backing around a corner.



The same applies to backing around a corner as when making a sharp turn. You have to make sure that you are seen by other vehicles that maybe approaching. Drive very slowly. Your back up lights will come on allowing vehicles coming towards you to realize that you are actually backing up. However, never rely that they are going to see your vehicle or be able to react in time to you.


The best practice is not to do it, since it is a very dangerous maneuver.

E. when movement is constricted.


1. Use mirrors and passengers to help navigate.


When your movement is constricted always use your mirrors and have your passenger’s help you see any hazards, by helping you navigate. They should help let you know if it is safe to back up, or whether it is not safe.


2. Whenever possible avoid backing.


If you can, you want to avoid backing up. You cannot usually help but back up out of driveways and parking spaces. However, there are areas that you can eliminate backing up. Such as, when you pass a street that you wanted to turn onto, instead of backing up go around the block or turn around in a safe location.


3. Find parking spaces that do not require backing.


If possible, find a parking that does not require for you to back out of when you want to leave, look for parallel parking spaces.

Urban Driving


When driving in urban areas, it’s important that you look at certain details and are aware of what is going on all around you. There are certain things you can do to make your drive safer for you and others. 


Reducing speed allows you more time to:

see details and identify their meaning

analyze information and predict what might happen next

react

Execute decisions or avoid dangerous situations.

Looking ahead of traffic allows you to:

look ahead for traffic hazards

leave enough distance to maneuver

Look ahead for signal changes.

Covering the brake not riding the brake allows you to:

Slow for reduced stopping distances

React more appropriately  in situations in which the brake pedal should be covered, for example

Next to parked cars

When you see brake lights of other cars

Approaching signal lights. 

Freeway Driving


 Some mistakes that drivers should avoid when using an acceleration lane include:

sudden slowing or stopping

Merging at too slow a speed.

When entering directly onto a freeway with no acceleration lane a driver should:

Check for yield or merge signs before entering

Wait for longer gap before entering

Accelerate sufficiently to blend into traffic.

There are special situations that drivers need to be aware of when entering a freeway:

Timed entrance lights: these lights are set on a timer to help minimize the disruption of cars entering a freeway. 

Double merge lanes: these can be dangerous because when there are two lanes to enter onto a freeway they usually end up in one lane right before entering traffic. 

When leaving the freeway drivers need to:

scan ahead for signs indicating desired exit lanes

Know what to do when an exit is missed

The purpose of exit lanes is to allow traffic to slow down to a safe exit speed without hindering the traffic flow. Exit lanes are: 

deceleration lanes allow drivers to safely reduce speed

yielding to other drivers on multiple deceleration lanes

Adjusting speed to posted limit and/or sharpness of an upcoming curve. 

When driving on freeways the drivers need to know what the different lanes are used for and which lanes should be used. 

Use of right and left lane on two lane freeways has their purpose. Right lanes should be used when entering a freeway and the left lane should be reserved for faster traffic and passing to take place. However, when there are freeway entrances and traffic is merging then drivers should use the left lane to allow traffic to merge safely. 

Use of  right, left, and center lanes of multi-lane freeways: On freeways with multiple lanes use the left and right lanes the same as two lane freeways, however, they have a center lane available for traffic continuing through without having to change lanes when traffic is merging in and traffic is passing. 

Open Highway Driving


Driving on open highways can be very exciting and relaxing at the same time. However, there are also dangers that we need keep in mind of their presence when driving on the open highway. Unmarked farm and field driveways are hazardous because many times they are hard to see. Therefore, sometimes traffic can come out of these driveways when you least expect it. This can startle the driver and cause them to react in an unsafe manner. Livestock crossing areas are sometimes left open and unattended therefore; livestock can cross at will at times. Drivers need to be alert for this type of “traffic” because an accident involving livestock can be very dangerous not only for the livestock, but for drivers as well as their passengers. Another danger to look out for on the open highway is slow moving vehicles such as tractors. These vehicles seem harmless because they usually are driven very carefully and slowly, however, when you are traveling on an open highway at a high rate of speed these vehicles come up to you very quickly because they are moving so slowly. Therefore, tractors are much closer than they appear on the open highways. 


When driving through hills there, besides other traffic and maintaining proper lane position, you also need to be aware of your vehicle. Overheating is something that can occur when driving through hills and you need to look at your engine temperature in order to ensure that your vehicle does not incur very expensive damage. Brakes also can overheat when driving down hills. Many drivers will ride the brake pedal or brake very often. This can overheat your brakes and therefore minimize the traction that your brakes provide in order to stop you. This can result in brake failure because of the overheating. 

City, Freeway, open roadway and mountains.


CITY: A driver on city streets will encounter multiple driving hazards, in which drivers should be two prepared for. One way to prepare is to slow down to handle the road conditions. The city driver must scan and be prepared to react. When driving in the city you drive into different districts, School zones, business districts, and residential areas, railroad crossings, you must be aware of the speed limit, which changes through these different areas of the city. Reduce speed around schools to 25 mph, 25 mph in a business district and residential areas (unless otherwise posted). Also reduce you speed at railroad crossings to 15 mph. Besides the areas that where just covered streets change their speed depending upon how wide the lanes are and the conditions of that area. When you drive in cities, you will encounter lots of pedestrian traffic; pedestrians have the right-of-way over vehicles. Keep your eyes “peeled” for anything that may arise. 


FREEWAY: The MAXIMUM speed limit on a freeway is 65 mph; the minimum speed is 5 mph, depending upon weather and road conditions. When driving on a freeway the driver must stay alert, vehicles are traveling at increased speeds, which cause injury and death in accidents. Watch far enough ahead of your vehicle, look to the sides and to the rear, scanning the roadway and protecting your ‘”cushion.” Be sure to watch for merging traffic and cars changing lanes, which may cause you the driver to slow your speed. Watch for tailgaters and move to the right lanes to allow them to pass, if you can. Keep a safe speed from the car ahead of you. Large truck are sharing the road with you, make sure you give them extra space to stop, do not drive to close, and stay out of their blind spots. Leave one car length of space for every 10 mph you are traveling.


OPEN ROAD WAY:  The MAXIMUM speed limit is 70. The minimum speed is 5 mph. however, all speeds are depending upon weather and road conditions; and or what is the posted speed. On open roadways, the driver must watch for slower drivers and faster drivers. When you are traveling on an open roadway, watch your speed. Drivers can be going much faster than they realize. Watch for animals on or crossing the roadway. Also watch for farm equipment, they are traveling at very low speeds.


MOUNTAINS: Mountain driving always calls for lower speeds, due to the curves in and grades of the roads. Fog, rain, snow, and sleet are common factors on mountain roads, making for extremely hazardous driving conditions, and drivers should slow to a crawl.


When climbing a mountain the driver has to make the vehicle work overtime to ascent. Speeds will drop as you ascent the mountain, if three other drivers are behind you pull over when room and let them pass your vehicle.


 When descending a mountain road vehicles gain speed. Do not “ride” your brakes. Do not brake on bends. Brake before entering the bend to reduce your speed. Try to go slow as needed to handle the roadway. In order to slow down on a roadway with multiple curvatures. The driver may put the vehicle in a lower gear; which restricts the speed gained.




b. Following distance.




     Most rear-end collisions are caused by following too closely. To get a good distance between you and the vehicle ahead, use the “four second rule.” When the vehicle ahead of you passes a reference point, such as a sign, count “one-thousand-one, one-thousand- two, one-thousand-three, and one-thousand -four.” This takes about four second to count off. If you pass the reference point before you finish counting, you are following too closely. At faster speeds, the distance will be greater then lower speeds.


 You must not stop your vehicle on a roadway so that you block the normal movement of traffic, unless it is necessary for safe operation or in obedience to a law or emergency situation.

Turns


Making turns can be very dangerous for not only you and your passengers, but also for the cars around you. When making turns you need to remember certain rules to follow on the road. When making a left turn on a multi-lane street you must make your turn from the lane closest to the left. When you make your turn you need to take the lane closest to you on the left. When making a right turn you must make your turn on the lane closest to the right. You must also complete your turn on the lane closest to you on the right. Sometimes you will be driving on the right lane of a street or road wanting to make a right turn and you will see that as you approach the street you are turning onto that the bike lane will turn from solid to broken. The broken line indicates that you may enter the bike line to make your right turn if it is safe to do so, meaning that there is no one standing or riding in the bike lane. Always remember to signal your intention to turn before making your turns. When entering traffic from a stopped position, if you are making a right turn you must also take the lane closest to you or furthest to the right. If making a left turn complete your turn in the lane furthest to the left or the lane closest to you. 

Signaling Distance

It is a violation for a driver not to use their signals to show their intentions to turn and change lanes. The driver must use their signal before changing lanes and then check to see if it is safe to do so. When making a turn, the driver must signal their insertions to turn during the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before the turn.


CITY: Driving in cities, a driver will be making multiple lane changes and turns. Always use your turn signals to let others know that you are going to turn or change lane of travel.


FREEWAY: Drivers on the freeway are changing lanes frequently. However, lane changes are very dangerous if driver do not signal before changing lanes. Drivers do not have to yield to your signal so check to see if it is clear to change the lane.


 The freeway driver will be entering and exiting the freeway. The driver must signal when entering the freeway, to the other drivers on the freeway so they are prepared to make space for your vehicle. When exiting the driver should signal to the drivers behind them who are intending upon exiting the freeway. An exiting driver may have to slow to use the ramp. If a driver behind the exiting vehicle also is intending upon exiting the freeway, they will not be cut off. Then they are able to slow to the first vehicles exiting speed.


OPEN ROADWAY: The driver will be again making lane changes to pass slower traffic; the driver must use their signal to inform the driver in front and behind you that you will be passing. The vehicle behind you does not try to pass at the same time. Therefore, the driver in front of you will be prepared in case of a lane change and or oncoming traffic. Please use your signals as approaching the freeway. Use your signal in advance of exiting; do not signal at the last minute.


MOUNTAIN: On traveling down hill on a mountain road a driver needs to signal their turn well in advance, to allow the vehicles to their rear to slow down within a safe space. If possible try to use any center turning lane, or if any room the side of the road, to avoid making a driver over ride their brakes. Use your turn signal on turnouts. When driving up or down a mountain road never turn or stop on a blind bend (curve). Drivers will not see your vehicle until it is too late, wait until you are able to be seen such as on a straight away; then use your turn signal to let other drivers know you are turning.




e. Traffic condition.




     In city traffic, a normal flow is set by the traffic conditions at the time. Traffic moves in a more controlled manner due to traffic control devices. When all drivers adjust to the normal rate, traffic moves more smoothly. Passing other cars or moving so slowly that other cars must pass you is both annoying and dangerous.


The faster the speed, the less control you have of your vehicle. Rather than just looking at the legal posted speed limit, you should consider what might affect the safe operation of your vehicle. For example, should you drive 5 mph (the posted speed limit) on a curve, down a icy mountain road? No, the driver reduces their speed in order to handle the condition of the road; a safe speed should be more like 15 mph on such conditions many inexperienced drivers do not slow to a safe speed for the conditions of the road. That is one reason why new drivers have more “out of control” accidents the experienced drivers.


CITY: If traffic congestion exists at intersections, a driver should not block an   intersection. The driver should wait behind the limit line until there is room on the other side of the intersection for them to make their way completely through the intersection. Rain, snow, etc. cause accidents when drivers do not leave enough space between each other and this causes congestion.


If pedestrians, children, bicyclists are in the area this should cause the driver to be more cautious and slow to these conditions.


Construction zones and road lane closures have drivers up against dangerous conditions. The drivers on the road may have to change lanes, detour, or slow to work crews. These conditions can be dangerous if drivers do not yield to other drivers and to slower speeds.


FREEWAY: Conditions on California’s freeways can be very hazardous if drivers are not considerate of each other. The freeways are notorious for traffic congestion, this happens when accidents happen during rush hours. If you do not want to get caught in the congestion plan your freeway driving around the busiest hours, if possible. Listen to local freeway reports on your radio so you can plan your commute.


OPEN ROADWAY: You may encounter a number of conditions, but due to higher speeds these conditions may become deadly. Pay attention to weather conditions; slow moving vehicles, and unexpected accidents. Do not get highway hypnosis, by driving the long straight distances, and watch that you do not get too tired. Watch for traffic that is entering the roadway at slow speeds. Construction zones, for the safety of the workers, always call for slower speeds, as well as Rough and bumpy roads.


MOUNTAIN: Everything can happen on a mountain road. Watch for such conditions as wild animals on or near the road, ice, snow, fog, blizzards, stopped or slow vehicles, blind   curves, speeding drivers, dirt or unpaved roads. All of these are conditions that a driver must adapt to when driving a vehicle on a mountain road. Usually these conditions call for greatly reducing driving speeds.

Stopping, Standing, or Parking


Stopping, standing, or parking is never permitted on freeways. You are only allowed to pull over to the right shoulder if possible in case of an emergency such as flat tires or mechanical problems. You should never stop your vehicle in the middle of any street for any reason. If your car breaks down and you cannot move your vehicle, leave your vehicle and stand on the side of the road where you will be safe if your car is rear-ended. 

MOVIE TIME:  YOU MAY WATCH VIDEO 4 AT THE WEB SITE

Unit 8: Accidents: Causes and Prevention
OBJECTIVES:

Students will learn:

Causes of accidents

How to prevent accidents

Defensive driving

Financial responsibility

Accident reporting.

DEFENSE DRIVING

Driving Courtesy and Attitude


     Be as courteous while driving as in other social contacts. From a psychological point of view, the top-notch driver not only has skill but also balance and self-control. He/she has good social attitudes. The most important quality he or she possesses is a good driver attitude. This quality is called the “driving conscience.” When top-notch drivers get behind the wheel of a car, he/she shows certain excellent characteristics, such as:


     * Acceptance of responsibility: If you make a mistake, do not get mad at others take responsibility. If your mistake involves another driver (without incident), give a wave and let them know that you are sorry for your mistake. Take responsibility for your actions.


     * Alertness: Always be alert. Watch the road ahead to the sides and behind your vehicle. Be ready to handle and driving situation you may encounter.


     * Consideration for others, including car occupants: By driving consistently and courteously, you are being considerate to others.


     * Courtesy: Be courteous to others on the road.


     * Foresight: Be aware of potential hazardous situations ahead of you on the road.


     * Good attitude towards other highway users & toward the laws and law enforcement Always have a good attitude towards others on the roadway. Regard all traffic laws. Respect law enforcement agents.


     * Good Judgment: Use good judgment in making driving decisions.


Courtesy is Contagious.


Treat other drivers, as you would like to be treated. If you see something wrong with someone’s car, tell him or her. A broken taillight or a low tire may cause an accident. Make room for other drivers who wish to pull into heavy traffic or change lanes. Often they will reward you with a smile or a nod of thanks.


There are some positive steps that responsible drivers can take to help assure their own driving safety and pleasure as well as that of their passengers and others sharing the road and highways. Try these tips and enjoy seeing other drivers return the courtesy.


* Give yourself extra time. Leaving earlier will help you arrive in time. It can mean the difference between a safe, relaxed trip and pressured driving.


* Realize when you are in no condition to drive. This does not just mean impairment from alcohol or other drugs, but from ill health, emotional distress or physical limitations. Think about whether you can be a safe driver before you start your engine.


* Check your driving techniques. Do you do the very things that make you angry with other drivers? Do you straddle lanes, drive slower than the flow of traffic, for get to signal or merge into traffic too abruptly? If so, driving techniques need improvement.


* Observe the total traffic picture. Keep your eyes moving especially when changing lanes and at intersections. Do not depend solely on you mirrors. Check over your shoulder as well. Since blind spots are always there.


* Check you car periodically for maintenance. Be sure to keep your vehicle in tip-top shape brakes, lights, and turn signals in good working order. Make sure your windows are clean, too.


Your courtesy not only will make your traveling time safer and more enjoyable; it may also make someone else’s day.

Right of Way

        Means the right immediate use of the roadway, but use only in such a manner as will assure the safety of the other driver and pedestrians. A fundamental part of the RIGHT-OF-WAY rule is the duty to drive in such a way as to avoid accidents. In general, RIGHT-OF-WAY rules indicate who shall yield when there is a potential conflict between vehicles or between a vehicle and a pedestrian. In other words, they establish traffic 

priorities.


When the paths of highway users cross, there is a conflict. Who should proceed and who should wait? In other words, who has the RIGHT-OF-WAY? In general, RIGHT-OF-WAY rules require one person to yield and stop, that is, to let another proceed first. It is extremely important that drivers know and obey the RIGHT-OF-WAY laws. Not knowing or disobeying these laws can lead to serious accidents.

When to use it

The RIGHT-OF-WAY is given to you by another driver. Never assume the RIGHT-OF-WAY until you are sure that the other driver is going to yield to you. This usually is encountered at stop signs.

When to give it up

The safer action is to yield the RIGHT-OF-WAY although the other driver is supposed to yield to you. This is less dangerous than taking the RIGHT-OF-WAY.


If two vehicles are approaching or entering an uncontrolled (unmarked) intersection, at the same time, the other driver on the left shall yield the RIGHT-OF-WAY to the driver on his/her right. The first vehicle at the intersection should be allowed to go ahead. (at a “T” intersection, vehicles on the through road have the RIGHT-OF-WAY). When you see a vehicle crossing or beginning to cross the road ahead of you, slow down, prepare to stop and let it go ahead. The driver on your right has the RIGHT-OF-WAY (you have the RIGHT-OF-WAY over a driver on your left. If both of you reach the intersection from different streets at the same time and (a) there is no stop sign or traffic signal in any direction; (b) the intersection is controlled from all directions by a stop sign.

Stress, Anger, Emotion, Fatigue, Depression, Preoccupation with Problems

Stress is a problem that is becoming increasingly common, given the strains of life is this highly technological society. Though it is not something that can be counted, weighed or measured, the condition is known to be the result of excessive demands on physical or mental energy. It can cause fatigue, unhappiness, emotional problems, and in the long run, illness.


Anger causes stress to drivers. Anger comes over a driver usually when they become in a hurry. An angry driver is not courteous to other drivers on the road, since their attitude effects the other drivers on the road. Anger is contagious, just a courtesy is. If a driver is angry on the road, they make other drivers react with that same fowl attitude.


An emotional driver does not have their attention completely on their driving. If you are upset over personal problems, it is best not to get behind the wheel of a car.


Fatigue kills thousands of drivers every year. Sleepy drivers do not always have to good sense to get off the road and rest. When a driver is exhausted, they cannot react quickly to driving hazards. Being tired while driving and having to peel your eye lids open means that you are the biggest hazard on the road. You may doze off at any time. Sending your car off the road into another vehicle, or hitting a pedestrian.


Never drive when you are tired, find a hotel and go to sleep.

How to recognize it

If something happens to make you tense or upset, one of the obvious signs of stress is often a disturbance in your normal eating and sleeping habits. Lack of sleep causes fatigue and a consequent inability to make decisions.


Anger can also carry over from some event that happened before the person started driving. The driver thus finds it difficult to focus attention to the total driving task.


Since anger sets up the body for combat, it impairs the performance of smooth braking and accelerating. These actions can cause hazards for other road users.


Stress differs from anger because drivers recognize it and try to avoid. Angry drivers can have more difficulty calming themselves. Drivers suffering from stress. Therefore, they can safely complete their trip.


However, they may make some panic decisions because they have difficulty identifying potential hazards and predicting the actions of other road users.


Emotions are the results of the stress and angry taking its effect on your mind. It could also be an argument or going through personal problems that effect your emotional balance. The driver who is upset should not be driving, wait until you have all of faculties in place.


To know that you are too tired to drive is sometimes a very hard thing for a driver to realize. If your are yawning, having to bat your eyes to keep them open, or if you are driving long distances at night all of these things can cause a driver to fall asleep behind the wheel. Other factors can add to hazards driving conditions when a driver is tired, such as the weather and road conditions. If you are tired do not drive, pull over and rest.

How does it Affect Driving?

Anger and stress while driving causes chaos. You effect other drivers on the road when you are full of anger and stress. You usually speed, cut in and out traffic and do a lot of yelling. This can cause high accident potential.


Your emotional balance effects your driving because you are not emotionally behind the wheel; you are dealing with whatever personal problems are bothering you. The stress and anger giver the driver emotional imbalance. The driver should not drive when they are emotional.


The driver that has fatigue cannot react quickly to hazards on the roadway. The driver who is fatigue could fall asleep behind the wheel and cause serious injury to other drivers, pedestrians, passengers in other cars, passengers in their car, and to themselves. Fatigue kills thousands of people each year. If you are sleepy do not drive a car, find a motel or rest area and go to sleep.

Accident potential

Stress and anger greatly increase the danger of accidents due to drivers:


1. Get upset over trifles, or become nervous in unusual situations.


2. Lose their tempers and consequently, their judgment.


3. Express anger by driving recklessly.


4. Show impatience in traffic jams by useless horn blowing.


5. Flash their high-beam lights in the eyes of approaching drivers.


6. Talk loudly or use profanity.


7. Resort to crowding, tailgating, and forcing others out of traffic 


    Lanes.

Accident Avoidance and Prevention

Defensive driving techniques

Be alert

Don’t make assumptions about other driver’s intentions

Skid techniques (deep front tires aligned with intended path)

Three second rule

Escape techniques

Emergency breaking – Pump drum brakes, use threshold braking for disk brakes, and slam on anti-lock brakes

Effective use of horn

Be flexible to selecting appropriate speed for conditions

Avoiding a collision with the car ahead

Importance of correct vehicle lane placement

Know when to increase following distance to more than three seconds

When being tailgated

When vision is blocked or visibility is poor

When speed is increased

When adverse roadway, traffic, or weather conditions exist

Momentary distractions-pick a safe time to look away

Check the situation ahead

Take short looks

Have a passenger help with navigation and other non-driving chores

Look ahead for trouble

Look over and around the car ahead

Check ahead for speed on hilltops and curves

Watch brake lights in adjacent lanes

Start breading early

Locations to watch for trouble

Traffic controlled intersections

Approaching crosswalks

Lanes next to parked cars

Parking lot entrances

Interchanges where cars enter and leave

Slippery or ice covered streets

Where children play

Avoid being rear-ended by another vehicle

Increase the following distances from vehicles ahead

Signal early for turns, stops, and lane changes

Brake smoothly and gradually

Keep pace with traffic when possible and legal

Check mirrors for following distance of other vehicles

Before changing lanes, check direction of travel

After stopping, keep brake pedal depressed

Keep read lights clean and functioning

How to choose an alternate path of travel as an escape route

Importance of maintaining adequate visual lead

Select speeds which position vehicle between clusters of vehicles

Select a safe lane position within traffic clusters

Avoiding multiple hazards

Identify hazards early

Predict potential hazards

Adjust speed and position to avoid potential hazards

Anticipate and plan escape routes

HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS


A. Driving in the fog.



1. Obtaining maximum visibility and reducing glare.


*Appropriate use of headlamps


You must always use your low-beam lights while driving in fog. If you try to use your high-beam lights, the fog will muffle the projection of your lights, not allowing the driver to see the roadway.




*Use of fog lights and mounting.


Any motor vehicle may be equipped with no more than two-fog lamps, but can not be substituted for headlights. Use in heavy fog to help illuminate the roadway. They should be mounted on the front of your vehicle, no less then 12 inches, or higher then 30 inches, and aimed so that when the vehicle is not loaded none of the high-intensity portion of the light to the left or the center of the vehicle shall at a distance of 25 feet ahead project higher than a level of four inches below the level of the center of the lamp from which it comes.




*Windshield wipers and defrosters.


Use your windshield wipers in the fog to wipe away any water that will accumulate on your windshield, which may block your visibility.


Use your defroster to eliminate the fogging that happens on the inside of the windshield, which will also block your visibility.


B. Speed.



1. Reduce speed, but keep moving when entering a fog bank



Always reduce your speed when you have loss of visibility, but never stop moving, because the vehicles behind you cannot see the roadway and conditions either, they may rear end your vehicle.



2. Watch for slow-moving vehicles ahead.



Keep your eyes peered on the road, watch for taillights ahead of you, you will encounter slowing moving vehicles on the roadway. Due to the fog conditions other drivers are having a hard time seeing ahead of them. If you have fog lamps you will be able to see the road better than other drivers who do not have them.



3. Look in the rearview mirror for vehicles approaching from the rear.



Watch your rear view and side view mirrors. To assure that vehicles approaching you from the rear see you. In addition, if they are coming to fast move to the right if there is a lane available and safe to move into, or tap on your brakes to warn the approaching vehicle to slow down.


C. When your vehicle stalls.



1. Move off roadways as quickly as possible.



If your vehicle is having difficulties or stalls you must try to get to the side of the road, shoulder or cut off so that you are out for the way of vehicles that will approach your vehicle to the rear. Use your emergency flashers to let drivers know that you are having difficulties. If you are not able to get to the shoulder or side of the road, put your flashers on and remain in your vehicle, if you get out of your vehicle you may get hit by a passing drivers.

If at the shoulder or side of the roadway do not stand to the side of the vehicle in which vehicle are closest to, and do not stand to the rear of your vehicle, just in case a driver may hit the rear of your vehicle.



2. Move away from vehicle.



Again if you are having difficulties with your vehicle depending upon where your vehicle is located either on or off the roadway you will need to get away from the vehicle. You want to do this in case a vehicle might hit your vehicle and you do not want to be injured. Never stand on the side of your vehicle in which traffic is passing on and never stand to the rear of your vehicle. The best remedy is to get to a CALL BOX and call for emergency roadside assistance.



3. Restricted use of Flashers or Flares.



You must never use any of your emergency equipment for non-emergencies. Only use your emergency flashers and your emergency flares when you actually have an emergency situation; such as, your vehicle has stalled or you are having serious medical problems that make you unable to operate your vehicle.


D. General Tips.



1. Listen for traffic you cannot see.



When you are in a hazardous situation you must be aware of more impending dangers. When you view is blocked or impaired you must listen for any vehicles, train, or transit rail trains that must be approaching. Then you ease up until you feel and hear that you may continue.



2. Avoid crossing roadways.



If at all possible do not cross a roadway. Make other maneuvers that do not pull you, your passengers and others on the roadway in danger. It is almost impossible to cross a busy roadway without an incident or a close call since you have so many things to look for when crossing and you do not have the right of way.



3. Avoid passing a line of cars.



You should never attempt passing a long line of vehicles. A driver needs so much space to pass that it will never be enough of a clearance to do so safely. Also another driver ahead of you, in the line, may decide that they want to pass also and pull out into or in front of your vehicle.



4. Consider postponing driving until conditions clear.



Whenever there is heavy traffic or the weather is poor, and the overall conditions of the roadways are poor you should consider rescheduling or postponing your trip, until the conditions have improved. This will actually save you in the long run.



5. Keep headlights and taillights clean.



You must clean your headlights and taillights clear of dust, dirt, snow, ice and debris. This is so you will have complete visibility and others will be able to see your vehicle. When they are covered you do not have the full visibility and illumination that you need to see and be seen, especially when driving under bad weather and road conditions.


E. Driving on Slippery Surfaces.



1. Obtaining maximum Visibility.




*Drive with headlamps on.




Whether you are driving during darkness or daylight hours when you are driving on a slippery surface, you should use your headlights to let others be able to see you.




*Use windshield washers to remove film.


Due to the rain, ice or snow that is on the road, drivers on the road in front of you will be throwing up ice, water or snow onto your windows with their tires; causing a film on you to wash away the film to be able to see as best as possible.


F. Speed.



1. Keep below dry road speed.



When driving under hazardous conditions, no matter what those conditions are, you must reduce your speed to the elements; this usually means reduced speeds below the posted speed limit. The speed that you should travel should depend on the conditions, the other vehicles around you and your capacity to handle the conditions. Do not forget to use a larger space cushion; this will make for a safer ride.



2. Decrease speed when entering a curve.



When the road is wet, has snow or ice, or you are under conditions that cause a hazard; upon entering a curve you must decrease your speed to a speed that is safe for you to handle the hazards. Under weather conditions a curve can be deadly, if speeds are not reduced, causing your vehicle to slide out of control. When it has snowed or is snowing curves can be the most hazardous place on the road, even on very large freeways or interstates. Curves are usually shadowed by trees, leaving the road ice. While the rest of the roadway maybe easy for you to handle.


G. Starving on the roadway.



1. Stay on paved portion of the roadway.



You must always stay on the paved portion of the roadway. Do not drives on the shoulder or center divide? The unpaved portion of the road may, at higher speeds then a crawl, could send your vehicle into a slid or skid, due to the loose gravel or dirt.  In bad weather you never can tell what the conditions of the shoulder or the divide may be.  There could be anything just lying there and you will hit it. Do not park or stop on the side of the road when the weather and road conditions are hazardous, another vehicle may not see your vehicle due to the poor visibility, and they may collide into your vehicle.



2. Drive in the tracks of the car ahead.



Stay only on the paved portion of the roadway and follow the tracks of the vehicle that you are traveling behind or the tracks that are established from previous traffic. When it is snowing, raining or the road is icy; the tracks of the previous traffic will provide more traction for you to drive upon; reducing your possibility of skidding off the roadway. You may still encounter bad spots that could cause you to spin or skid the vehicle, but it helps you a lot since they have groomed the tracks.



3. Allow more of a space cushion.



Always when the road conditions are less then perfect you should double your normal space cushion and stay on the roadway. In bad weather your traction is greatly reduced.



4. Avoid sudden movements.



Avoid sudden braking, steering, gear shifting and speeding when driving a vehicle this to avoid hazards from occurring. Always drive smoothly under bad weather conditions.


H. Going through deep water.



1. Do not overload the rear.



When you load down the rear of the vehicle this will not only send your headlights into the sky, but it will also cause you to hydroplane, because if pulls your front wheels up and in deep water this causes hydroplaning.  You may also get your vehicle stuck on more rule roads.



2. Shift to a lower gear.



When you are preparing to go through deep water you need to reduce speed and shift to a lower gear.  This will allow you to get through the deep water without stalling the engine.


I. Hydroplaning.



1. Regaining vehicle control.



Hydroplaning is when your front wheels actually leave the pavement and the wheels are riding on a thin layer of water, which takes away your traction and control.

Take foot off gas.

In order to gain control of your vehicle you must reduce your speed; speed is usually the reason in which drivers hydroplane; you must take your foot off the gas pedal and allow the vehicle to slow down without using your brakes.

Do not brake.

You should never break while you are hydroplaning; this will send your vehicle skidding out of control due to the fact that you do not have any traction. Just take your foot off of the gas pedal allowing the vehicle to slow down gradually.


J. Driving in snow and ice.



1. Obtaining maximum visibility.




*Appropriate use of headlamps.


Whether you are driving during daylight or darkness you must use your headlights when you are driving in snow and ice. This is so you are able to see as must as you most possible can, as well as allowing other drivers, who are having a hard time seeing, see you on the roadway.


The important thing you should remember is that the headlights must be positioned in the low-beam position. The reason why should only use your low-beam lights is due to the snow and ice flying through hard and fast as your windshield, which can be blinding if a driver is using the high-beam lights. This is true when driving in the fog as well.




*Windshield wipers and defrosters.


While driving in snow or ice you must keep your windshield as clean and free of snow and ice as you possibly can. The snow and ice will start to build up on your windshield as you drive. In order to clear your windshield you need to use your windshield wipers to brush away any build up. If after using your windshield you need to use your windshield wipers to brush away any build up. If after using your windshield wipers you see that ice is forming on your windshield turn on and keep on your defroster, adjust it to the warmest position so it will melt away the ice build up. Continue using your defroster until you are clear off the snowy and icy weather conditions.  However, you may need to adjust the temperature to one that does not make you too hot. You may also run in and out of snow or ice in which you will be turning the defroster on and off.


The need for this is so you have the best visibility possible. Using the defroster in conjunction with the windshield wipers will give you the best possible visibility under these conditions.


K. Speed.



1. Keep speed below dry-road speed.


When driving under hazardous conditions such as snow and ice you must reduce your speed to below the dry-road speed, much less then the posted speed limit, only drive as fast or as slow as weather and road conditions allow you to go.



2. Keep steady speed.


While driving on snow, ice or rain weathered roadways you need to keep a consistent and steady speed so that you do not send your vehicle into a slide or a skid.



3. Reduce speed on curves and shady areas.


Because ice usually stays on curves and in shady areas, while the read of the roadway may be clear, you need to reduce your speed and keep a steady position on the roadway while making your way around a curve or when driving through a shaded area.  Always look ahead of you to see if you are approaching a curve or shady area, so that you may prepare by reducing your speed. This is to keep you from sliding out of control.



4. Maintain a longer space cushion.


Increase your space cushions by allowing at least double the cushion under ideal driving conditions. The longer space cushion will allow you to have more time to react, slow, and maneuver the vehicle to avoid any hazards on the roadway. Remember it is twice as hard to stop when you are on snowy or icy roads.


L. General tips to avoid skids.



1. Watch for areas where ice collects.


Look ahead and be prepared to slow down over bridges, around curves and in shaded areas, where the ice collects. Preparing in advance will help keep you from skidding.



2. Avoid turning or swerving suddenly.


You must keep a steady hold on the road any sudden movements when traveling on ice or snowy roads may cause your vehicle to skid out of control. Always make very controlled and directed movements.



3. Avoid applying brakes too suddenly or too hard.


Always apply your brakes evenly and slowly this will allow you to slow or stop without an incident. If you brake too suddenly or too hard you will send your vehicle into a skid and out of control.



4. Do not drive on road edge or shoulder.


Since the snow covers what ever is lying around so that you cannot see what is under it, you must never drive on the side of the roadway or on the shoulder. This is also where the snow will have the most build up, due to the snow plows pushing the snow and ice off of the road and since no vehicles travel on this portion of the road you will not know if there is ice under the snow. Keep your vehicle positioned in the tracks of the other vehicles that have traveled before you.



5. Do not change to a lower gear at too fast a speed.


Never change gears when you are going to fast. This will send your vehicle into a skid or a slid. You should slow down gradually by reducing your speed or gently use your brakes. When you are at a lower speed then you can switch into a lower gear safely.



6.  When to use chains.


When signs are posted and you do not have a four-wheel vehicle, or where the signs say that ever four-wheel vehicles must use chains in when you should and must use chains to go any farther down the roadway. When signs are not posted and you have to make a decision of your own; you should always use your chains if it is snowing and the snow is lying on the road, making a blanket of snow that you have to drive upon. If you are traveling on a mountain road it is best to sop at a safe off road location so that you are away from passing vehicles, so that you may put on your snow chains. You should always use your chains when the road has ice it, but, this only gives you a little added traction, you must remain at reduced low speeds.


M. How to stop skidding.



1. Avoid braking suddenly-pump breaks lightly but fast.


Do not break suddenly when you are in a skid this will only complicate and make the situation worse. What you should do however, is to pump your brakes lighting if you do not have anti-lock brakes. If you have anti-lock brakes then you should just brakes steadily and evenly.



2. Steer in the direction which the rear end is skidding.



If you are in a skid do not steer away from the rear end; steer In the direction that the back of your vehicle is directed in. this will help you pull your vehicle out of the skid and allow you to get the vehicle under control.



3. Avoid over steering.


Do not jerk or make a quick movement with the steering wheel. You should only steer enough to be able to get the vehicle out of the skid. Over steering will send your vehicle into another skid, but in the opposite direction of the last skid.



4. Keep the clutch engaged.


If your vehicle has a standard transmission, you should engage the clutch. This will act as neutral. You do not want to take your-vehicle out of gear.

How to Rock out



1. Start slowly in low gear.


When your vehicle is stuck in a water puddle, sand, snow, and you need to rock your vehicle out you should first put your vehicle into a lower gear. This is will allow you to get the power needed to help you get movement. Otherwise you will dig your self a bigger hole, in which you may never get out of until the tow truck comes. The movement should be followed by the next step in rapid succession; which is to shift into reverse.



2. Shift rapidly to reverse.


After you have made a movement forward in a low gear, you should quickly move the gear to reverse and then accelerate. This will give you an extra incentive to get out of the hole.



3. Back until wheels start to spin.


After you have put the vehicle into reverse and have accelerated you should back the vehicle up until the wheels start to spin. When the wheels start to spin you are not moving any longer and hopefully you have moved enough to be able to have room to get out.



4. Shift back to low gear.


Once you have started to spin your wheels in reverse you must quickly change back to a lower gear and try to go forward once again. Hopefully this will get you out of the rut.



5. Repeat movement in rapid succession.


If the above steps have not worked to get you out of the hole you must continue the entire process in rapid, quick succession. This repeated should set your vehicle out, but you must do the steps quickly enough and with enough incentive in order to overcome what is holding you in the rut.



6. Use of branches or boards.


If you have followed all of the steps and you still cannot get your vehicle unstuck then you should look around for any branches or boards that you can find to lay under the front and back of the tires. By laying the branches or boards under the tires you give the vehicle leverage to get the vehicle moving this will get you out of the rut.



P. Mechanical Failure.



1. Accelerator stuck.



If you find that your accelerator is stuck, you need to reach down with your hand or use your foot to pull up the on the accelerator, all the while keeping your eyes on the road. If this does not help fix the problem you should put the vehicle into the neutral position; and this will idle the engine not allowing it to keep accelerating. After putting the vehicle into neutral you must move over safely and get into the emergency lane and stop your vehicle.



2. Blowout.


When you have a blow out while you are driving you must have a good hold on the steering wheel. When the blow out happens, you should steer away from the tire that has blown out. You will know which not it is because the vehicle will pull in that direction. When you have as much control of the vehicle that is possible, signal that you are in trouble by using your flashers and get safely over to the emergency lane and stop your vehicle. 



3. Brake failure.


If your vehicle does not have an anti-lock braking system you should pump four times on the brakes, rapidly. You should know whether your brakes have take hold by the last pump on the brakes.  If they have not taken hold you should look for a hedge, bush or a “run- away tuck” lane in which to use to stop your vehicle. You should not forget to use your lights and your flashers as a warning to other drivers of the emergency situation that you are having. You should also use your gears to slow you down. If you are in fourth gear you should skip third gear and go into second gear. Then after allowing the vehicle to slow down switch the gear to first, after the vehicle has slowed down you can use your emergency brake to stop your vehicle. However, be aware of any vehicle that are not aware of your emergency situation, and only use the emergency brake when it is safe and clear.



4. Headlight failure.



If you have complete light failure you must stop your vehicle and not drive the vehicle during the hours between dust and dawn, until you have had the lights repaired.


A driver is not able to see, or be seen without proper headlights. If your vehicle’s low-beam suddenly go out between or during the hours between dust and dawn, until you can immediately get to the repair shop or get the new headlights replaced, remember that while driving with the high beam lights on you are blind other drivers. If one low beam light is out, do not primarily use your high beam lights. Use your low beam lights and go immediately to get the light repaired. If you are unable to find a place to repair the light, get off of the road and park the vehicle until you are able to fix it.



5. Power steering failure.


If your power steering goes out you must try to hard steer the vehicle to the right side or shoulder of the road, while reduces your speed and using your emergency flashers. Once you have moved over into the emergency lane safely, stop the vehicle. It is hard to seer a vehicle that is manufactured with power steering when the power steering fails, but if you use enough arm muscle you should be able to steer your way over to the emergency lane.

6.  Overheating

If your car engine overheats you will need to pull over and wait for it to cool down before you continue driving. Failure to do so can result in major and costly engine problems. You should always keep a close eye on your temperature guage especially during the summertime if your vehicle is equipped with one. If it’s not equipped with a guage, then there will usually be a warning light that will become visual when your engine temperature reaches a high level.  

Adjusting to the Driving Environment

A driver needs to understand that the environment and conditions of the roadways are constantly changing. With the weather, traffic, accidents, construction areas, sunrise and sunset, etc. a driver must be prepared to handle these changes. A good way for a driver to be prepared is to listen to traffic reports so you may avoid congestion, construction areas, traffic accidents; listen to radio reports of the weather as well. Know that a driver has harder time adjusting their vision during sunrises and sunsets. If you take precautions, you can be prepared in advance to handle what ever may come up.

Daytime vs. Nighttime

Do not try to drive the same speed at night as which you do during the day. You should slow down to safer speed. You and other drivers have less visibility at night. Since the area that in which your headlamps light is very limited, so to will be your visibility. Be sure that you can stop within that distance within your headlamps. Be extra alert look for bicycles, motorcycles, and people walking. They are harder to see at night.


The law states that all drivers must turn on their headlamps when they drive, from 30 minutes after sunset until 30 minutes before sunrise and any other time when you can see less than 1,000 feet ahead. It is illegal to drive with only your parking lights on, day or night. Do not blind other drivers with your headlamps. Use your high beam lights only in open country when other vehicle coming towards you. If you are following another vehicle, switch to low beam lights when you get closer then 300 feet.


Drive as far to the right as possible if a vehicle with one headlamp comes towards you. It could be a bicycle or motorcycle, but it could also be a “one-eyed” car (a car with a broken headlamp).


When leaving a brightly-lit place, drive slowly until your eyes adjust to the darkness.  Avoid looking directly into the glare of oncoming headlights. Watch the right edge of your lane, noting the position of the oncoming vehicle out of the corner of your eye. Do not wear sunglasses when driving at night. Consult your eye doctor before wearing glasses for night driving. 

Visibility

When you are facing the sun, the light can be very deceiving, particularly if there is an accumulation of dust on the windshield. Oncoming cars may suddenly appear, “from nowhere.” At dusk, you need to take extra care to see potential danger. Light fades gradually at the day’s end. There is not as much light as in daytime, yet it may not seem dark enough for headlights.


By turning on low-beam lights long before lights are needed, a driver can make the vehicle more visible to other drivers.


At night, a driver is not able to see the road and its conditions without using their headlamps. The headlamps illuminate the roadway ahead of the driver, allowing the driver to see. The driver’s visibility is limited by night and by the limits of the illumination. All vehicles on the road are required to keep their headlamps working at all times. A driver with one headlight not only reduces their vision, but they also reduce the vision of other drivers.


When driving at night in a city a driver’s vision is disturbed by the darkness and then with the city street lights that are bright on their eyes. This sometimes gives drivers spots that reduce the quality of driver visibility.

Speed

Darkness call for reduced speed. Reduce speed when facing glare from oncoming headlights. Slow down enough to be sure that you can see well. Keep moving your eyes to make up for any loss of side vision. Overdriving headlights mean, driving at speeds that make stopping distance longer than the distance lighted by headlights. You must be able to stop within the distance light by the range of your headlights. When facing glare from approaching headlights, reduce speed and avoid locking directly at the lights. Keep speeds reduced until your eyes recover from the effects of the lights. Never drive blindly; drive very slowly on the extreme right until the glare has passed.

Planning the Route

Planning your trip how you will get to you destination is part of the rules of safety when driving. Below examines some reasons and purposes for “planning your route.”


1. Planning ahead can prevent many serious difficulties even on routine, local trips.


2. Selecting the right time to travel is important. Try to avoid rush hour traffic.


3. It is a good idea to keep listening to local radio stations while driving.


4. To become familiar with the area, check a local map before leaving.


5. You should know ahead of time the destination, address and what street to take. If you miss a street, do not try to make a spilt-second turn or stop. Go around the block and try again, if traveling on the freeway; if you pass your exit or not in the proper lane to exit, do not try to stop, cut-off, or endanger other cars. Just continue on to the next exit and then back track.


6. If you have a nighttime vision problem, avoid driving at night.


7. When lost, stop and ask questions at once, do not just drive blindly.


8. Never try to look at a map when your car is moving.


9. From the map, you can learn distances from place to place and plan your stops intelligently. This is a safe feature as well as a convenience. A good procedure when planning a trip is to draw a heavy line among your proposed route.

Weather conditions

 (Visibility, braking distance, speed, and wet surfaces.)

Some drivers do not understand the importance of driving in accordance with conditions. Driving becomes more difficult when visibility is reduced or when road surfaces are covered with snow, rain, or ice. Under good driving conditions, the car responds to the controls in the same manner, time after time. When a change occurs on the road surface the car response differently of fails to respond at all. The driver must adjust to changing conditions.

Lack of visibility in rain, fog, dust, sand, snow, or darkness:

Rain, Fog, Snow

In heavy rain or snowstorm, you may not be able to see more then 100 feet, or no visibility ahead at all. When you cannot see any further then that, you cannot safely drive faster then 30 mph, or less. In a very heavy downpour or storm of any kind, you may not be able to see well enough to drive. Pull off the road in a safe area and wait until it is clear. In packed snow, cut speed in half or more, in ice, slow to a crawl. Near the freezing point, the ice is wet, so it is more slippery that at colder temperatures.


RAIN: When heavy, reduces visibility markedly. If the wind is blowing, the situation is intensified. Rain on the windows interferes with and distorts vision. Other vehicles are difficult to see particularly if their headlights are not on. Adjust your driving to the weather conditions. Rain and fog demand that you slow your speed down. It is wise to turn your lights when visibility is poor, even in daylight.


FOG: Fog reflects light, whether it would be daylight or headlights. Visibility is reduced in any degree of smog, light, or dense. Drivers must guard against entering a foggy area at a speed that was safe only in a clear area. In any, fog day or night, drivers must use low-beam headlights, and speed must be reduced. An added space cushion is necessary because of the second-by-second change of conditions. The changing intensity of fog makes it extremely difficult to judge distances accurately.


SNOW: Safe driving on icy and snowy roads demands greater skill and effort. A car is designed to perform on dry surfaces. It will perform well in many adverse winter conditions, if it is driven with care and at great reduces speeds.


Wind driven snow limits visibility. Drivers must use low-beam lights, day or night, to see and be seen.


In crusted snow and in heavy snow, the car will not skid sideways as easily as in packed snow, but it may be more difficult to get the car moving.


Slushy snow has a bulky, caused by water being held in suspension and may cause hydroplaning. Snow packed down by traffic is much like, ice, skids of any kind happen easily.


ICY SPOTS: Following distances should be especially long in cold weather. A day or two after a storm, there may be icy spots on the road in such places as on bridges, under overpasses, or on shady stretches of road.

HANDLING slippery surfaces


Sometimes a road that's normally safe becomes dangerous when slippery. Ice and snow on the road can cause the car to skid, especially if you drive fast or downhill. If the car goes into a skid, stop braking and turn the steering wheel into the direction of the skid. If you cannot control your vehicle on a slippery surface, try to find something to stop you. Try to get a wheel on dry pavement or on the shoulder of the road. You may have to slowly edge into a snow bank or some bushes to stop. To avoid skidding on slippery surfaces you should:


1. Drive more slowly and stay further behind the car ahead.


2. Slow your speed as you approach curves and intersections.


3. Avoid fast turns.


4. Avoid quick stops. ”Pump” the brake to slow or stop the vehicle.


5. Shift to low gear before going down a steep hill.


If brakes get wet, dry them by pressing the gas pedal and brake at the same time so that the car drives against the pressure of the brakes.


Avoid especially slippery areas, such as ice patches wet leaves, oil and deep puddles.

Hydroplaning


In a heavy rain, your tires can lose contact with the roadway surface and actually ride on top of a film of water. This is known as hydroplaning. When this occurs, a vehicle’s direction and speed are no longer under the driver’s control. (On a straight section of roadway, the driver may be unaware that this condition exists.)


The precise point at which a car will begin to hydroplane is difficult to identify. Because it is influenced by the speed of the car, the amount of water on the roads’ surface, the depth of the tire tread, and the tire inflation. You should be alert to the problem anytime the water is standing on the pavement or when rain is falling hard enough to cause the raindrops to bubble as they hit the roadway.

MOVIE TIME:  YOU MAY WATCH VIDEO 5 AT THE WEB SITE

See and be seen.

How you drive depends on what you see. To be a good driver you need to look carefully. To look carefully you must:


*look ahead *look to the side *look behind you


LOOKING AHEAD: In order to avoid last minute moves, you should look down the     road 10 to 15 seconds ahead of your car. A driver needs to look that far ahead to see hazards early. Constantly staring at the road just in front of your car is dangerous.


 If you look ahead, you will be able to see important things that you cannot see later, such as someone getting into a parked car. In the city, 10 to 15 seconds are about on block. When you drive in city traffic, you should look at least on block ahead.


TAKE IN THE WHOLE SCENE: Looking 10 to 15 seconds ahead does not mean looking only at the middle of the road. It means looking at the side of the road, behind your vehicle and in front of your vehicle. “Scanning” the roadside helps you see:


* Cars and people that may be on the side of the road, preparing to enter the roadway.


* Animals that may be on the road or on the side of the road.


* Signs warning of problems ahead.


* Signs giving you directions.


WATCH FOR HAZARDS: Look well beyond the car ahead of yours. Do not develop a “FIXED STARE.” Look around, keep your eyes moving. Check your rear view mirror frequently (every to 5 seconds) so that you know the position of the cars near you.


As you look ahead, think about what will (or might) happen on the road. Always leave yourself and “out.” Mistakes cause accidents. To protect yourself, know which lanes are clear so you can use them if you need to.


LOOKING TO THE SIDES: Any time you come to a place where people may cross or enter your path. You should look to the sides to make sure no one is coming. Always look to the sides at intersections, crosswalks, and railroad crossings. This is also true when you intend to make a lane change. Look to you sides and over your shoulder to make sure your path to change lanes is clear.


LOOKING BEHIND: It is a good idea to check traffic behind you often. This way you will know if cars are tailgating or coming up behind you too fast. You may have time to get out of their way before being hit from the rear. It is very important to check behind you before you change lanes, slow quickly. It is also imperative to look behind you when you back up, drive down a long or steep hill, or when you are having car problems.

Road Conditions

Soft Shoulders and Dropouts

The edge of the pavement sometimes causes very serious accidents. A ridge between the pavement and the road shoulder easily throws a car into a skid. Keep all the wheels of your car always on the pavement. Do not try to get back on the pavement at high speed. Avoid panic. Never “SLAM ON THE BRAKES.” Drive straight ahead with the right wheels off the pavement, and slow you car down gradually. Drive at a slow speed with the right wheels about feet (if possible) off the shoulder. Check the roadway behind you. Then cut back onto the pavement by turning the front wheels slowly to the left. If you jerk back at high speeds, or attempt to get back while driving nearly parallel to the pavement’s edge, you can ruin tires, throw the car into a dangerous skid, or cause the car to roll over. Be aware of another danger along the edge of the road.


SOFT SHOULDERS: If you happen to drive on them, they may: drag: your car off the road. They actually pull the car’s wheels farther into the lose dirt. Stay away from soft shoulders. If you find yourself on one, grip your wheel strongly and firmly as you steer and move, at reduced speed, back onto the traveled part of the road.

Bad Pavement

Dry sand or gravel does not improve traction on hard surface roads, as it would be on ice. On the contrary, dry sand or gravel may act the same way that a quantity if buckshot marbles would work under your wheels. Your tires cannot get a grip because they slide. As you leave the concrete and asphalt highways and go further into the country, you often travel on gravel roads. Sometimes you find that these gravel roads continue for miles. Gravel roads are fine when there is enough dirt and moisture to keep packed down hard, with as even a surface as possible. When there is not enough of this binder to pack down the gravel, the road becomes rutted. Free gravel lies in the ruts and over the road surface. In such conditions, speeds of zero to 5 mph are dangerous. If the car’s tread is a bit narrower or wider that the ruts, either the front or the rear end, either may be on an unexpected stretch of loose, rutted gravel that trick the unwary.

Seasonal Hazards

OIL Slicks: The millions of motor vehicles passing over highways drop oil and grease. Each car drops only a little, but the oil and grease gradually collect on the road. In the course of a year, this can amount to as much as 1,000 gallons per mile (or about gallon for every 5 feet of road). A little, wet fog on this film of oil lowers traction just as though there had been a light snowstorm. Be aware of this condition. You will be driving on a slippery road. Power should be applied gently, bumps or rough surfaces. If either the gas or the brakes are applied too heavily, a bump or even a bumpy surface, can throw a vehicle into a “bouncing skid.” The skillful driver reduces their speed before reaching a bump or bumpy surface, in any kind of weather.

Intersections: Marked and Unmarked.

       Identifying an intersection. An intersection is any place where a line of traffic meets another. This includes:


* Cross streets and side streets.


* Freeway entrances.


* Driveway and shopping center entrances.


In addition, some of the most dangerous intersections are blind intersections. There are no traffic control devices in these intersections. The blind intersections are usually found in residential, business and industry areas. To identify a blind intersection, it is best when approaching an intersection in which you have no traffic control device too slow to 15 mph. if another car is present, yield to the car on your right. However, if the driver is unaware of the blind intersection and is not slowing, you should stop completely to avoid collision.

Signal Distance.

PURPOSE OF SIGNALING is communication and lets the other drivers know what you plan to do. If you plan to turn beyond an intersection, do not signal until you are actually into the intersection. If you signal earlier, another driver may think you will turn before you reach them. They may pull into your path.

You must give a signal before you turn, change lanes, or move right or left on the roadway. A driver needs to be familiar with when and what distance to use their turning signal.

Signaling Distance:


Any signal of intention to turn right or left shall be given continuously during the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before turning (over city block).

Speed:


All intersections must be approached with caution. Speed will vary depending on the traffic, width of the road, pedestrians, parked vehicles, bicycles, motorcycles, street marking, weather conditions, light, etc. You must not enter or cross an intersection faster than is considered a reasonable safe speed. Some intersections are clearly marked with traffic control signs or signals. However, many are not. When approaching a green light at any speed, cover your brake pedal, however do not press the brake unless you want to warn drivers behind you slow down, and slow to avoid an accident, cars or slowing to traffic. Covering the brakes will reduce the reaction time in the event of danger or an accident.


Be careful of an “old green light.” this light is going to turn yellow at any second. Do not run a caution light if you can make it safe without causing a rear-ended accident. To avoid “stepping on the gas” to beat a caution or red light.


Following too closely can be dangerous because if a stale green light turns to yellow the car in front of you may decide to stop. If you are following too close you may end up rear ending the vehicle in front of you. That is why a 3 second following distance is always recommended so that you have enough time to stop if you encounter this situation. Inattentive drivers can also be involved in a rear end accident because their attention was not on the traffic and driving, but instead concentrating on something else that is on their mind. 
Stopping Limits:


White lines, a foot or more wide, painted across traffic lanes, marked here so you know where you must stop your vehicle at an intersection. This keeps drivers out of the way of pedestrians and cross traffic. These wide lines are called “limit lines.” A limit line is a solid white line not less than one but not more than two or more inches wide. A limit line is a line extending across a roadway or any portion thereof. Indicating where traffic is required to stop in compliance with legal requirements.

Signal Controlling:


When approaching an intersection with a signal light, even if the light is green, be ready to brake and keep plenty of room between your car and the car ahead of your vehicle.


* Look left, right, left again for vehicles on the cross street before you can enter the intersection.


 Check for pedestrians and bicyclists, make sure they see you.

Watch for oncoming traffic for vehicles that may make illegal turns in front of you.

Poor visual scanning can put you in a very dangerous situation. If you have good scanning habits you are more likely to be able to avoid an accident than if you did not scan effectively.

Making poor decisions can be very dangerous for all drivers. Poor decisions can be made for two different reasons.
1)  Disregard of the law            2)   Not knowing the law.
             Watch for the light to turn yellow. You have to decide when it is safe to stop on a yellow light. You should make certain that you consistently identify the point at which a safe stop could be made.

Procedures when involved in an accident.
Stopping Requirements
The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting 

in injury to any person (other then themselves), or in death; and or property damage must immediately stop at the scene of the accident and shall fulfill the requirements of sections 20002 and 20004 of the California Vehicle Code.

Victims at scene.

     Your responsibility to any injured victims at the scene of an accident it is your responsibility to stop and help or ask for or to call for help. Call the local police department or the California High Way Patrol, They will send out an emergency vehicle to help the injured. The driver that is involved in an accident resulting in injury or death of a person shall give their name, current home address, insurance policy card, vehicle registration number of the vehicle he or she is driving, and the driver’s license the name and address to the person struck. In addition to, the driver or occupants of any vehicle collided with. All this information shall also be provided to the traffic or police officer at the scene of the accident.

Property Damage-Unable to Locate Owner.
     If a driver hits a parked vehicle it is the driver’s responsibility to find that owner and explain what has happened, and then give your driver’s license number, name, current home address, insurance policy. However, if the owner of the vehicle cannot be located you must leave a note with your name and address and phone number, along with a quick explanation of what happened.

Aid to the Injured
Sending for help.

     Whenever you are involved in an accident and you have caused injury to another person with your vehicle, or you have been injured by another vehicle; you must have medical attention.

     If you have injured someone with your vehicle you must call for an emergency vehicle. You can call the local police department or California Highway Patrol to have them respond to the accident. But, you must inform them, that there is an injured person, so they may call out an emergency medical response vehicle.

     If you are injured in the accident it is the responsibility of the other driver to contact help. If you are conscious of your injuries ask someone at the scene of the accident to call for help.

When to Move an Injured Person

     Never move person when they have been injured in an accident, unless there is a fire or extreme potential of a fire, or any other extreme danger.

     Wait until the emergency medical response vehicle, and allow them to handle the injured party/parties.

Preventing Further Damage

Reducing Chances of Fire.

      If you are in an accident and there is a possibility of a ruptured gas tank on either your vehicle or any other vehicle involved; you must reduce the chance of a fire breaking out.

 In order to do so it is best in any accident to turn off the engine and request that other drivers do the same. Do not smoke, or allow anyone else to smoke at the scene of the accident.

Warning Oncoming Vehicles.

     After the accident has happened it is important to warm oncoming vehicles of the hazard in order to prevent any further accidents.

     Once you have noted injury to others it is important to secure the accident scene.

     Putout and position flares to direct oncoming vehicles away from the accident. Turn on the emergency flashers and use any other emergency warning devices you may have.

     Do not stand in the roadway directing traffic and get all persons away from any vehicle that is on fire or is about to explode into fire.

Reporting Requirements
When a Report must be filed.
     The driver of a vehicle involved in any accident resulting in injuries to, or death of any person, or property damage to any vehicle; shall within 24 hours after the accident make or cause to be made a written report of the accident to the Department of the California Highway Patrol. However, if the accident occurred within the city, to either the California Highway Patrol or to the police department of the city in which the accident occurred.

Use of Reports.
     All accidents reports, supplemental reports, reports made by the California Highway Patrol, by any peace officer, member of the California Highway Patrol, or other employee of the Department of Motor Vehicles; shall be made immediately available for the confidential use of any division in the department requesting such, and for confidential use by the Department of Transportation, and or for the confidential use of the local governing authority. As well as any party to the accident, such as insurance companies, attorneys, and any representative of drivers and injured persons involved in the accident.

Exchanging information
Identifying information

     When you are involved in an accident you must exchange information with any persons involved in the accident. The driver must show and give the other parties their driver’s license number, current home address, evidence of insurance, registration, an give the name and current home address of the owner of the vehicle. This information must be given to the driver or injured persons of the other(s) involved in the accident.

     If there is no immediate determination or confession of fault to who is responsible for causing the accident then both or all drivers involved must exchange the above information with each other.

Noting Damage and Injury.

     In an accident whether you are the one at fault or not it is impossible to note and record all damage to your and any other vehicles involved in the accident. Note location of and the amount of damage. If your vehicle is damaged it is important to get an estimate from a mechanic immediately after the accident. This will assure accurate and non-disputable report of the damage.

      In the event of personal bodily injury to yourself or other parties in the accident you should make notes of what kind of injures there are, what complains are being spoken of. If you are injured, go to the hospital or go to a doctor immediately after the accident. If any other party involved has been injured and if you have been injured must secure a doctors report of the injuries. If a party involved in the accident goes immediately for a medical examination this will be more accurate and creditable then waiting to receive help.

Additional Steps
Obtain Names and Addresses of Other Witnesses.
     It is important to get the names and addresses of any witnesses to the accident. You need to have a witness who can attest to the cause of the accident. You or your insurance company may need to get in touch with the witnesses; in the case that there is a dispute to whom or what was the cause.

Give Accurate Facts to Police.

      It is important that when you are giving your account of the accident that you give the true and accurate statement. Do not exaggerate or lie about the true cause of the accident, just to benefit your cause.

Seek Medical Attention.
     If you, your passengers or any other persons involved in the accident have been injured, it is important for medical assistance. If you have any injuries, do not take any chances, have your self checked by a medical doctor.

File Necessary Supplemental Reports.
     The Department of the California Highway Patrol ay requires any driver, or the owner of a common carrier vehicle, involves in any accident, of which a report must be made as provided in section 20008, to file a supplemental reports. In addition, may require witnesses of accidents to render reports to them, whenever the original report is insufficient in the opinion of such department.

Accidents and accident reports (CVC Section).
Duty to Stop at Scene of Accident 20001 CVC
     (a)The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to any person, other than himself or herself, or in death of any person shall immediately stop the vehicle at the scene of the accident and shall fulfill the requirements of sections 20003 and 20004.

     (b) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), any violation of subdivision (a) shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison or in the county jail for not more than one year, or by a fine of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) nor more than ten thousand dollars (10,000.00), or by both fine and imprisonment.

      (2) Any violation of subdivision (a) which result in death or permanent, serious injury shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for two, three, or four years, or in the county jail for not less than 90 days nor more than one year, or by a fine of not less than one thousand dollars (1,000.00) nor more than ten thousand dollars (10,000.00), or by both fine and imprisonment. However, the court may, in the interests of justice and for reasons stated in the record, reduce or eliminate the minimum imprisonment required bay this paragraph.

     As used in this paragraph, “permanent, serious injury” means loss or permanent impairment of function of any bodily member or organ.

      (3) In imposing the minimum fine required by this subdivision, the court shall take into consideration the defendants ability in the record; reduce the amount of that minimum fine to less than the amount otherwise required by this subdivision.

Duty where Property Damaged 20002 CVC
      (a)The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in damage to any property, including vehicles, shall immediately stop the vehicle at the scene of the accident and do either of following:

  (1)Locate and notify the owner or person in charge of that property of the name and address of the driver and owner of the vehicle involved and, upon locating the driver of any other vehicle involved or the owner or person in charge of any damaged property, upon being requested, present his or her drivers license, any vehicle registration, to the other driver, property owner, or person in charge of that property. The information presented shall include the current residence address of the driver and of the registered owner. If the registered owner of an involved vehicle is present at the scene, he or she shall also, upon request, present his or her driver’s license information, if available or other valid identification to the other involved parties.


(2)Leave in a conspicuous place on the vehicle or other property damaged a written notice giving the name and address of the driver and of the owner of the vehicle involved and a statement of the circumstances thereof and shall without unnecessary delay notify the police department of the city wherein the collision occurred or if the collision occurred in unincorporated territory, the local headquarters of the Department of the California Highway Patrol.

(b) Any person who parks a vehicle which, prior to the vehicle again being driven, becomes a runaway vehicle and is involved in an accident resulting in damage to any property, attended or unattended, Shall comply with the requirements of this section relating to notification and reporting and shall, upon conviction thereof, be liable to the penalties of this section for failure to comply with the requirements.

(c) Any person failing to comply with all the requirements of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six months, or by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars (1,000.00), or by both.

Duty to Report Accidents 20008 CVC
(a)The driver of a vehicle, other than a common carrier vehicle, involved in any accident resulting in injuries to or death of any person shall within 24 hours after the accident make or cause to be made a written report of the accident to the Department of the California Highway Patrol or, if the accident occurred within a city, to either the Department of the city in which the accident occurred. If the agency which receives the report is not responsible for investigating the accident, it shall immediately forward the report to the law enforcement agency which is responsible for investigating the accident.

On or before the fifth day of each month, every police department which received a report during the previous calendar month of an accident which it is responsible for investigating shall forward the report or a copy thereof to the main office of the Department of the California Highway Patrol at Sacramento.

(b) The owner or driver of a common carrier vehicle involved in any accident shall make a like report to the Department of California Highway Patrol on or before the 10th day of the month following the accident.

Reports Confidential 20012 CVC
All required accident reports, and supplemental reports, shall be without prejudice to the individual so reporting and shall be for the confidential use of the Department of Motor Vehicles of the California Highway Patrol, except that the Department of the California Highway Patrol the law enforcement agency to whom the accident was reported shall dispose the entire contents of the reports, including, but not limited to, names and addresses of persons involved or injured in, or witnesses to, an accident, the registration numbers and descriptions of vehicles involved, the date, time and location of an accident, all diagrams, and the statements of the drivers involved or occupants injured in the accident and the statements of all witnesses, to any person who may have a proper interest therein, including, but not limited to, the drivers involved, or the guardian or conservator thereof, the parent of a minor driver, the authorized representative of a driver, or to any named person injured therein , the owners of vehicles of property damaged thereby, persons who may incur civil liability, including liability based  upon a breach of warranty arising out of the accident, and any attorney who declares under penalty of perjury  that he or she represents any of above persons.

A request for a copy of an accident report shall be accompanied by payment of a fee, provided such fee shall not exceed the actual cost of providing () the copy.

Reports as Evidence 20013 CVC
No such accident report shall be used as evidence in any trial, civil or criminal, arising out of an accident, except that the department shall furnish upon demand of any person who has, or claims to have, made such a report or upon demand of any court, a certificate showing that a specified accident report has or has not been made to the department solely to prove a compliance or failure to comply with the requirement that such a report be made to the department.

Use of Reports 20014 CVC
All required accident reports and supplemental reports and all reports made to the Department of the California Highway Patrol by any peace officer, member of the Department of the California Highway Patrol, or other employee if the Department of Motor Vehicles and the Department of the California Highway Patrol, shall be immediately available for the confidential use of any division in the department needing the same, for confidential use of the Department of Transportation, and, with respect to accidents occurring on highways other than state highways, for the confidential use of the local authority having jurisdiction over the highway.

Counter Reports; No Determination of Fault. 20015 CVC
(a)No traffic or police officer shall include in any counter report of a property-damage accident, as defined in this section, any determination by the peace officer of fault of reporting person, including, but not limited to, inattentiveness. This section does not apply to a determination which is the result of an examination of the physical evidence of the accident at the site of the accident by the traffic or police officer or the result of an express, knowing admission of the reporting person if the basis for the determination is also included in the report.

(b)As used in this section, “counter report of a property-damage accident” means any report of an accident involving one or more vehicles which meets the following criteria:

The accident reported caused damage to property, but did not cause personal injury to or death of any person.

The report is prepared at an office of the California Highway Patrol or local law enforcement agency.

The report is written or recorded by, or with the assistance of, a peace officer.

Financial Responsibility Requirements
When a report is Require
Property Damage Amount.
You must make or cause to be made a report of an accident when there is $500.00 

(Five hundred dollars) or more, in property damage.

 
Injury.
Whenever there is an injury to any person who is involved in an accident, a 

report must be filed. If there is any injury seek an emergency medical assistance for those injuries. Make sure that the local governing authorities have been called in to investigate and report the accident.

Time Frames for Reporting.
Any accident that has caused an injury or more than $500.00 (five hundred dollars) property damage must be reported to the local governing authorities, insurance company, or legal representative, within 10 days, for the time of the accident.

Required Amounts of Coverage
Minimum Amounts of Insurance Coverage.
Every driver on the roadway must have at least the minimum required amount of 

insurance coverage. A person may obtain the insurance with a licensed insurance agent who is in the state and is authorized to do business within California.


The minimum coverage is called Liability insurance. Liability insurance only covers a driver for the damage that they cause to another vehicle, or another person in the accident; it will not cover the holder of such insurance or their property. Liability insurance minimums are as follows:


Property damage= a minimum of $5,000.00 (five thousand dollars)


Bodily injury to one person= a minimum of $15,000.00 (fifteen thousand dollars)


Bodily injury two or more persons= a minimum of $30,000.00 (thirty thousand dollars).


Liability insurance must have the minimum coverage in the cause of an accident that results in bodily injury or death, of not less than $15,000.00 (fifteen thousand dollars). Bodily injury or death to one person in an accident and, subject to such limit for one person, to a limit of not less than $30,000.00 (thirty thousand dollars) because of bodily injury to or death of two or more persons in any one accident. If the accident has resulted in injury to, or destruction of property, to a limit of not less than $5,000.00 (five thousand dollars) because of injury to or destruction of property of others in any one accident.

Additional Forms of Coverage.
Other forms of liability coverage may be obtained by different methods.

By depositing with the department cash in the amount specified in section 16056

CVC


By a bond or surety policy that has been filed with a company licensed in the state of Ca.


By any other manner authorized by the department which effectuates the purposes of financial responsibility.


Additional types of coverage on an insurance policy, that are not required.

A driver may obtain additional coverage through their insurance company. The liability limits may be raised to a higher limit, as well as adding other types of coverage; such as, compensation; which covers your vehicle. It is best to talk with someone who is well educated in the different types of coverage and limits of an insurance policy. Some drivers may live in an area that is highly populated and our driving more often then other drivers and in this case they are more likely involved in some type of accident. Thereof, the coverage for such a driver should be higher, as well as, be able to cover his or her own loses in an accident. Take into consideration the cost of repairs to your vehicle when you are getting insurance. You want enough coverage so that you are covered completely in the event of an accident. Medical, car rental, towing, etc. are also additional forms of insurance that you may choose to get. Go over everything carefully and make sure that you understand the coverage and the limits. Remember the insurance company will charge you for the higher limits and for each additional type of coverage. The other types of coverage are for your comfort, you may choose whether or not to get any or some of these coverage’s. The only coverage that you must have is liability at the amounts already specified in section G., of this chapter.

Collision.
Collision insurance coverage protects you when you are involved in an accident. It 

covers the damage that you incur, this covers your vehicle when in an accident.

Comprehensive.
Comprehensive insurance covers other damages that occur to your vehicle, other then 

accident damage (i.e. cracked windshield).

Bodily injury.
Bodily injury coverage pays for the injuries that occur in an accident. This means that 

If you injure someone in an accident that you’re insurance will cover their medical bills (only to the limit that you have coverage for).

Uninsured Driver (required).
Every driver and every owner of a motor vehicle that is operated in the state of 

California must have liability insurance, which covers damages that they cause in an accident. It is a requirement that benefits all law abiding citizens.

Proof Required When Registering a Vehicle or Renewing.
The department of Motor Vehicles requires that all owners of motor vehicle show 

proof of insurance upon registering their vehicle in this state. Failure to show proof of insurance means that their vehicle will be not registered.

Suspension for Failure to Provide Proof of Coverage
Period of Suspension.
If you have been involved in an accident and you fail to show proof of financial responsibility insurance coverage at the time of the accident you will be fined and your privilege to drive a vehicle will be suspended. The department, upon receiving notice of your failure to provide proof of coverage, shall mail a notice of intent to suspend the driver’s license. Within this notice will start 30 days after the mailing of the notification letter, unless the hearing board has made other arrangements.


The suspension shall not be terminated until one year has elapsed from the date of actual commencement of the suspension, and until that person files and maintains financial responsibility. The suspension shall be reinstates if the person fails to maintain proof of financial responsibility for three years.


The department may, when applied for and fees paid restrict the person’s driving privileges to necessary travel and from the person’s place of employment. In addition, for driving that is required for that person’s employment, when driving is necessary in order to perform the duties of that person’s primary employment; or, to necessary travel in the transportation of a minor dependent of that person’s immediate family, and only to the dependents institute of primary or secondary education, and only upon written certification from that institutes chief administrative officer or principal that there is no form of public transportation or school bus available for the minor dependent, between that’s minor’s residence and the educational institute. The restricted license will remain for the period of suspension as long as proof of financial responsibility is maintained.

Financial Responsibility Laws (CVC Section).
Report Required.  16000 CVC.
The driver of every motor vehicle who is in any manner involved in an accident originating from the operation of a motor vehicle on any street or highway or any reportable  off-highway accident defined in section 16000.1 which has resulted in damage to the property of any one person in excess of five hundred dollars ($500.00) or in bodily injury or in the death of any person shall, within 10 days after the accident, report the accident, either personally or through an insurance agent, broker, or legal representative, on a form approved by the department to the office of the department at Sacramento, subject to the provisions of this chapter. The driver shall identify on the form, by name and current residence address, if available, any person involved in the accident complaining of bodily injury.

A report is not required pursuant to subdivision (a) if the motor vehicle involved in the accident was owned or leased by, or under the direction of, the United States, this state, another state, or a local agency.

Mandatory Suspension of License 16004 CVC.
(a)The department shall suspend the driver privilege of any person who fails, refuses, or neglects to make a report of an accident as required in this chapter.


(b)A suspension taken under this section shall remain in effect until terminated by receipt pf the report of the accident or upon receipt of evidence that financial responsibility as provided in section 16021 is in effect.


(c) The driving privilege shall not be suspended under this section, and, if a suspension has been imposed and is in effect under this section, that suspension shall be terminated, if the driving privilege is suspended under section 16370 or 16381 as the result of a judgment arising out of the same accident for which the report of the accident is required by this section. The department may suspend or re-impose the suspension of the driving privilege of a person under this section if the suspension under section 16370 or 16381 is later set aside for a reason other than that the person has satisfied the judgment in full or to the extent provided in chapter 2 (commencing with section 16250) and has given proof of financial responsibility as provided in chapter 3 (commencing with section 16430).

Required Maintenance of Financial Responsibility.  16020 CVC.
(a) Every driver and every owner of a motor vehicle shall at all times be able to 

establish financial responsibility pursuant to section 16021, and shall at all times carry in the vehicle evidence of the form of financial responsibility in effect for the vehicle.

Driver’s name and current residence address, driver’s license number. Vehicle 

 
identification number and current residence address of registered owner.

Evidence of financial responsibility, as specified in section 16020. If the financial responsibility of a person is a form of insurance, then that person shall supply the name and address of the insurance company.

(b)Any person failing to comply with all of the requirements of this section is guilty of an infraction punishable by a fine not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00)

Requirements of Policy or Bond.  16056 CVC.
(a) No policy or bond shall be effective under section 16054 unless issued by an 

insurance company or surety company authorized to do business in this state, except as  provided in subdivision (b) of this section, nor unless the policy or bond is subject, of the accident has resulted in bodily injury or death, to a limit, exclusive of interest and costs, of not less than fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00) because of bodily injury to or death of one person in any one accident and, subject to such limit for one person, to a limit of not less than thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) because of bodily injury to or death of two or more persons in any one accident, and if the accident has resulted in injury to, or destruction of property, to a limit of not less than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) because of injury to or destruction of property of others in any one accident.

(b)No policy or bond shall be effective under section 16054 with respect to any vehicle which was not registered in this state or was a vehicle which was registered elsewhere than in this state at the effective date of the policy or bond or the most recent renewal thereof, unless the insurance company or surety company issuing the policy or bond is authorized to do business in this state, or if the company is not authorizing the department to accept service on its behalf of notice or process in any action upon the policy or bond arising out of an accident mentioned in subdivision (a).

Suspension of Driving Privilege.

(a)Whenever a driver involved in an accident described in section 16000 fails to

prove the existence of financial responsibility as required by section 16020 at the time of the accident, the department shall immediately mail to that driver a notice of intent to suspend the driver’s license of that driver. The department shall suspend the driving privilege 30 days after mailing the notice, unless the driver has, prior to that date, established proof of financial responsibility at the time of the accident, as specified in section 16021, with the department. The suspension notice shall  notify the driver of the action taken and the right to a hearing under section 16075.

Period of Suspension. 16072 CVC.
(a)The suspension of the driving privilege of a person as provided in section

16070 shall not be terminated until one year has elapsed from the date of actual commencement of the suspension and until the person files proof of financial responsibility as provided in chapter 3 (commencing with section 16430), except that the suspension shall be reinstated if the person fails to maintain proof of financial responsibility for three years. However, in lieu of suspending a person’s driving privilege pursuant to this section, the department may, upon application, if the person files and thereafter maintains proof of financial responsibility as provided in this section and pays a penalty fee to the department of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00), restrict the person’s driving privilege to any of the following situations:

Necessary travel to and from that person’s place of employment.

Driving that is required in the person’s course of employment, when driving a motor vehicle is necessary in order to perform the duties of the person’s primary employment.

Necessary travel to transport a minor dependent in that person’s immediate family to and from an institute of primary and secondary education, if the chief administrative officer or principal of the educational institution certifies in writing to the department that the minor dependent is enrolled in the educational institution and no form of public transportation or school bus is available between the applicant’s place of residence and the educational institution.

The restriction shall remain in effect for the period of suspension requires by this section, so long as proof of financial responsibility is maintained.


(b)If a suspension has been imposed under section 16070 and one year has elapsed from the date the suspension actually commenced, that suspension shall  be terminated if the driving privilege is suspended under section 16370 or 16381 as the result of a judgment arising out of the accident for which proof of financial responsibility was required to be established. The department may re-impose the suspension of the driving privilege of a person under section 16070 if the suspension under section 16370 or 16381 is later set aside for a reason other than that the person has satisfied the judgment in full or to the extent provided in chapter 2 (commencing with section 16430).


(c)Notwithstanding chapter 2 (commencing with section 42200 of division 18j, all revenues derived from the penalty fees provided in subdivision (a) shall, after deduction by the department of the costs incurred by the department in the administering of this section, be deposited in the Financial Responsibility Penalty in the General Fund. The balance in this fund on July 1, which is not subject to appropriation as provided in section 12980 of the Insurance Code, shall revert to the General Fund.
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Unit 9: Sharing the Road
OBJECTIVES:

Students will learn about issues related to:

Sharing the roadway with other vehicles

Pedestrians

Animals

How to deal with

Pedestrians – Bicycles – Motorcycles - Large trucks - Emergency vehicles - Animals

School buses - Construction equipment - Trolleys and trains.
Pedestrians


Pedestrians like drivers have to obey certain laws even though they are walking. These laws are in place for the safety of pedestrians and drivers as well. Pedestrians are only permitted to legally cross at intersections and designated crosswalks. If a pedestrian crosses a street when there is no crosswalk available or at an intersection they are guilty of “jaywalking”. Pedestrians are also recommended to walk facing traffic in order to be able to see what is happening with oncoming traffic and be able to avoid unsafe situations. Also, in order to make themselves more visible, pedestrians should wear bright or reflective clothing when walking with traffic. Lastly, pedestrians should not wear headphones when walking near or around traffic. 

Intersections or Crossings that Require Special Stops

Railroad Crossing


Railroad crossings require special attention to the driver.  The railroad crossing for trains and transit are the most dangerous crossings on the roadways.  This is because of the force of a train or transit rail vehicle.  Because of the hazards in crossing railroad tracks drivers need to follow all the safety guidelines and rules regarding crossing.

General

About 500 People are Killed and Injured Each Year in Car vs. Train Accidents. 

Foolishness causes over 500 deaths in car vs. train accidents.  Drivers usually with little to no sense try to beat trains to the crossing.  This usually ends up in a loss of life.  Drivers should never attempt racing a train to the crossing, wait until it is completely clear before proceeding.

About 500 People are Killed each yea Trespassing on 

Railroad Tracks and Property


It is prohibited by law to trespass onto railroad tracks or property.  Due to the dangers that occur when people walk on or near railroad tracks.  People miss-judge the power and speed of trains and wind up getting run down by the powerful machines.

A motorist is 30 Times More likely to be killed in a Crash Involving a Train than in a Collision Involving another Motor Vehicle.


Due to poor judgment and lack of common sense, more drivers die in auto vs. train accidents, than do in auto vs. auto.  Driver’s miss-judge the distance that a train is from the crossing, as well as, the time it takes to cover that distance.  Drivers who ignore that signs and signals that a train is approaching, or drivers who go around crossing gates are at the heart of this problem.

More People Die in Highway-Rail Crashes Each year than In Commercial Airline Crashes in the Average Year.


Scared of flying?  Chances are that you are more likely to die in an accident while driving near trains.  There is more room for human error when driving a motor vehicle as opposed to commercial flying.

It Takes the Average Train Over a Mile to Stop.


The immerse power of a train and its cargo make it very difficult to stop in under a mile of track.  Most accidents and deaths that occur on tracks are due to drivers and pedestrians miss-calculating the speed of the train is traveling at, the time it will take for the train to cover the distance, and finally how long it takes to come to a stop.

The Majority of Vehicle-Train Crashes Occur When the Train is Traveling Less Than 30 M.P.H.


More vehicles are involved in accidents with trains when the trains’ speed is less than 30 M.P.H.  They also occur more frequently in cities.  Due to the frequency of tracks crossing over city streets.  When you put trains and motorists together the chances are that error will occur, and the results are deadly.


Drivers need to lessen their chances of injury or death when encountering trains.  The way drivers can do this is by stopping when signs and signals instruct you to, do not go around crossing gate, and never cross tracks until you know it is safe to do so.

Rail Crossing Safety (including rail transit).

Controls

The following are control devices that will be found near or next to a railroad crossing.  These controls held drivers in tracking a train or transit vehicle on the tracks.  The driver by following the rules will be able to cross the tracks without incident.

Flashers


Red flashing lights are illuminated when a train is approaching or is in the crossing.  This is to control and warn drivers to stop and wait until the train has completely passed through the crossing.  The driver may not begin to cross the crossing until the flashing lights have stopped flashing.  However, the driver should still be checking the tracks to make sure that the train is not reversing its direction.  In addition, that another train is approaching.

Crossing gate


 The purpose for a crossing gate is to keep all vehicles off the railroad racks while the train is approaching and passing through the crossing. Never should a driver go around the crossing gate.  The gate is timed to go down enough in advance of the trains approach and a vehicle that goes around the crossing gate is putting their life in their hands, this is also very much against the law.

Stop Sign


Railroad and transit crossing signs warn the driver that they are approaching railroad and transit tracks.  The driver should stop behind the limit line, look and listen in both directions for train.  Wait until the train has completely crossed the crossing, and that it is not reversing its direction.  Only move forward over the tracks after making sure that the tracks are free of trains and transit vehicles.

Rail Crossing Safety (Including Rail Transit)

At railroad crossings, the driver must stop at least 15 feet from the nearest rail.  When, a clearly visible electric or mechanical signal, or flagman warns of a train approaching or crossing or (2) driver can see a train approaching, or can hear its horn or bell sound, and it is dangerously close.  The signs to watch for include an “X” that says “railroad crossing”, and a round warning sign.  Never should a driver stop on a railroad track. Usually by the time the train sees a vehicle on the tracks, it will be too late for it to stop.  Watch for vehicles the must stop before crossing the tracks such as, buses, and large trucks transporting hazardous loads.  Never should a driver start across the tracks if there is not room for the vehicle on the other side of the tracks.  Do not cross until it is clear in both directions.  There may be a second train coming from either direction. 

Never, ever go around or under any closed railroad gate. Cross only when it is safe. Also stopping at street car or bus loading zones is strictly forbidden. 


Note:  Transit trains are very quiet and move more quickly than freight trains.

Never Stop on Railroad Tracks, Let the Traffic Ahead Clear

Before Trying to Cross Tracks.


Deaths happen when drivers ignore the signs and signals telling them that a train is approaching.  A driver must stop before crossing and tracks that are not controlled, to check for any approaching train.  If you are behind another vehicle you should wait until that vehicle has completely cleared the tracks.

Watch for Vehicles Required to Stop at All Rail Crossings.


School buses and vehicles carrying toxic and hazardous material must stop at all crossings.  Pay close attention to the vehicles that you are following so you may be prepared to stop.

Never Walk on Railroad Tracks.

Walking on or next to railroad tracks is prohibited.  It is a dangerous and stupid thing to attempt.  If your vehicle breaks down near railroad tracks, do not use the railroad tracks as a way to find help.

When Crossing Multiple Tracks, Wait a Few Seconds After a Train has passed to be Sure there isn’t one traveling the Other Way.


Multiple train tracks usually means that there is a lot of train traffic.  When you come upon multiple tracks, you should wait to be certain that no other trains are traveling down the tracks in the opposite direction.

Never Race a Train to the Crossing.


Deaths continue to occur due to lack in understanding the power and speed of trains.  Drivers must never attempt to beat a train to the crossing or go around crossing arms.  Just stop and wait until it is completely for you to cross over.

If your Vehicle Stalls on Tracks-Get out Only Attempt to re-start if you can Post someone outside the Car to Watch for Trains.


Unlike the movies, rarely does a vehicle stall or breakdown on railroad tracks.  However, if this does happen to you get out and away from the vehicle.  Only attempt to get the vehicle started if you have someone outside of the vehicle who is watching for trains down both directions of the tracks.

Do not misjudge the train’s speed and distance.  Large objects appear to be going much slower than they really are.

School Buses

When a driver comes to a school bus stopped on either side of the road, and its red lights are flashing, the driver must stop. Children will be crossing the road to or from the school bus. Remain stopped as long as the red lights are flashing and all children have completed their crossing.  A driver need not stop if the bus is on the other side of a divided highway.
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At School Crossings

School buses at school crossings. The driver of the school bus will be dropping off or picking up school children. The driver of a vehicle must stop behind the limit line of the school crossing and wait until all children have successfully crossed the crossing and when the flashing lights of the bus are turned off. Once it is clear to cross the driver may continue, but safely watching for children.

When Lights Are Flashing 

When the red flashing lights of a school bus are on, a driver must stop, even if the school bus is on the other side of the road. Children are usually present, crossing the roadway. The driver of any vehicle must remain stopped for as long as the red flashing lights are on the school bus. If on a divided highway, the driver on the other side of the highway does not need to stop.
School Buses are now required to Activate Red Lights at All Stops.

Due to increased concerns of the protection and safety of children, legislation now requires all buses carrying children to display their red flashing lights upon any stop. Drivers must be aware that their duty is to stop when these lights are illuminated.

Always Obey Hand Signals and Other Instructions of School Bus Drivers.

School bus drivers may give other users of roadways instructions. It is the driver’s responsibility to obey any and all instructions given by the school bus driver. It is all in the name of safety for the children.

Do Not Pull Out in Front of School Busses of Otherwise Cause 
Then to Maneuver Abruptly.

Just as with all vehicles that drivers share the road with, never pull out in front of any school bus. This could cause the driver of the bus make a sudden maneuver that could put the children on the bus in danger. Always make certain that you have room to pull out, or just wait until the bus has successfully passed.

Be Very Cautious Around Stopped School Busses, Even if the Red Lights Are Not Flashing. Assume that a Child Might Dart Out in Front of You.

Where there are school busses, there are usually children present. Drive cautiously around any stopped bus and anticipate that there may be children.

Treat School Bus Stops as School Zones; Driver 25 M.P.H. or Less if Children are Present

School Bus stops are considered the same as school zones. Drivers should slow to 25 M.P.H. are be prepared for children to run out into their pathway. Through school zones and bus stops the driver should be covering their brake.

Special Stops Required (Vehicle Code Sections).

Stop required. 22450 CVC

 (a) The driver of any vehicle approaching a stop sign at the entrance to, or within, an intersection, or railroad grade crossing shall stop at a limit line, if marked, otherwise before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection.

If there is no limit line or crosswalk, the driver shall stop at the entrance to the intersecting roadway or railroad grade crossing.


(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a local authority may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance or resolution providing for the placement of a stop sign at any location on a highway under its jurisdiction where the stop sign would enhance traffic safety.

Stops for Train Signals 22451 CVC

 (a) The driver of any vehicle approaching a railroad or rail transit grade crossing shall stop not less that 15 feet from the nearest rail and shall not proceed until he or she can do so safely, whenever the following conditions exist:


(1) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device or a flagman gives warning of the approach or passage of a train or car.


(2) An approaching train or car is plainly visible or is emitting an audible signal and, by reason of its speed or nearness, is an immediate hazard.


(b) No Driver shall proceed through, around, or under any railroad or rail transit crossing gate while () the gate is closed.


(c) Whenever a railroad or rail transit crossing is equipped with an automated rail crossing enforcement system, a notice of a violation of this section is subject to the procedures provided in section 40518.

Railroad crossings 22452 CVC

 (a) The provisions of subdivisions (b) and (c) of this section shall apply to the operation of the following vehicles:

Any bus carrying passengers.

Any motor truck transporting employees in addition to those riding in the cab.

Any school bus and any school pupil activity bus transporting school pupils, except as otherwise

Provided in paragraph (4) of subdivision (c).

Any vehicle carrying explosive substances as a cargo or part of a cargo.

Any tank vehicle as defined in section 34003 whether loaded or empty.

Any vehicle transporting more than 120 gallons of flammable liquids or liquefied petroleum gas subdivision (a) shall stop such vehicle not less than 15 nor more that 50 feet from the nearest rail of the track and while so stopped shall listen, and look in both directions along track, for any approaching train and for signal indicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed until he or she can do so safely. Upon proceeding, the gears shall not be shifted manually while crossing the tracks.


(b) Before traversing a railroad grade crossing, the driver of any vehicle described in subdivision (a) shall stop such vehicle not less than 15 nor more than 50 feet from the nearest rail of the track and while so stopped shall listen, and look in both directions along the track, for any approaching train and for signals indicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed until he of she can do so safely. Upon proceeding, the gears shall not be shift manually while crossing the tracks.


(c) No stop need be made at any crossing:



(1) Of railroad tracks running along and upon the roadway within a business or residence district.


(2) Where a traffic officer or an official traffic control signal directs traffic to proceed.


(3) Where an exempt sign was authorized by the public utilities commission prior to January 1, 1978.                     


(4)  Where an official railroad crossing stop exempt sign in compliance with section 21400 has been placed by the department of transportation or a local authority pursuant to section 22452.5. This paragraph shall not apply with the respect to any school bus or to any school pupil activity bus.

School Bus 22454 CVC

 (a) The driver of any vehicle, upon meeting or overtaking, from either direction, any school bus equipped with signs as required in this code, that is stopped for the purpose of loading or unloading any schoolchildren and displays a flashing red light signal and stop arm, as defines in paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) of section 25257, if equipped with a stop

Signal arm, visible from front or rear, shall bring the vehicle to a stop immediately before passing the school bus and shall not proceed past the school bus until the flashing red light signal and stop signal arm, if equipped with a stop signal arm, cease operation.


(b) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with separate roadways need not stop upon meeting or passing a school bus which is upon the other roadway. The driver of a vehicle need not stop upon meeting or passing a school bus when the school bus is stopped at an intersection where traffic is controlled by a traffic officer of official traffic control signal, or when the school bus is stopped at a place where traffic is controlled by a traffic officer or official traffic control signal.


(c) (1) If a vehicle was observed overtaking a school bus in violation of subdivision (a), and the driver of the school bus witnessed the violation, the driver may, within 24 hours, report the violation and furnish the vehicle license plate number and description and the time and place of the violation to the local law enforcement agency having jurisdiction of the offense. That law enforcement agency shall issue a letter or warning prepared in accordance with paragraph (2) with respect to alleged violation to the registered owner of the vehicle. The issuance of a warning letter under this paragraph shall not be entered on the driving record of the person to whom it is issued, but does not preclude the imposition of any other applicable penalty.


(2) The attorney general shall prepared and furnish to every law enforcement agency in the state a form letter for purposes of paragraph (1), and the law enforcement agency may issue those letters in the exact form prepared by the attorney general. The attorney general may charge a fee to any law enforcement agency that requests a copy of the form letter to recover the costs of preparing and providing that copy.


(d) This section also applies to a roadway upon private property.

Maintenance and construction areas


Workers who must be on highways try hard to warn drivers of their presence by using orange signs, equipment, flags, cones and jackets. It is up to you to insure both your own safety but also the safety of the workers while you are driving through work areas. The highway workers life is in driver’s hands. Slow down, listen to the flagman and obey all construction speed limits. Do not run into workers or their equipment.

Children


Around children, you need to drive carefully. The speed limit is 25 mph while children are outside or crossing the street. Watch for children near schools, school busses, playgrounds, and parks. No matter what the speed limit sign says, you should never drive faster than 25 mph when the school grounds have no fence and children are outside. Sometimes lower speeds limit signs are placed near schools. Look for them. Watch for bicyclists near the schools. Watch for school safety patrol guards. Obey and direction they may give.


When you come to a school bus stopped on either side of the roadway with flashing red lights, you must stop. Children will be crossing the roadway to and from the school bus. Remain stopped as long as the red lights are flashing. Failure to do so is s violation of CVC 22454.5 you may be fined up to $250.00 and your driving privilege could be suspended for a period of one year.

Drivers


Drivers need to be aware of many things when they are driving. Many drivers, especially new ones, believe that they need to keep their eyes open for other drivers. However, they have special rules for buses and trains that they need to keep in mind. Something that also needs to be remembered is that pedestrians must always be given the right of way. Failure to give pedestrians the right a way can lead to a driver receiving a citation. They must also need to remember that there are times when they also must yield the right of way to other drivers for example when making a left turn at an intersection the oncoming traffic have the right of way if there is no arrow signal present. 


When driving on a multilane highway, street, or freeway, slower traffic is required to stay on the right lane. The left lane should be reserved for passing. 


New drivers also need to keep a reasonable speed because new drivers usually lack the skill necessary to handle a vehicle in a skid. Therefore, new drivers should be aware of that and avoid situations that could lead to skidding. 

Motorcycles


Motorcycles are treated as any other vehicle when it comes to rules and driving laws. However, drivers need to deep in mind that they need to be aware of motorcyclists because even though a driver may not be at fault, hitting a motorcyclist will usually result in injury or death. 


As a motorcyclist you should always inspect your motorcycle prior to beginning your trip. Some things to inspect are:

Tires should have good tread and not be dried out and/or cracked.

Rims and spokes should be in good condition. 

Check breaks, clutch and associated controls and cables. 

Check for gas or oil leaks which can blow onto back tire and cause a skid. 

Chain should have about one inch of play and be properly lubricated. 

Horn, headlight, and turn signal should all be checked. 

Animals


Animals tame and wild can cause serious injury to drivers and their vehicles, especially deer that are known for jetting out in front of a driver’s path. Night is particularly dangerous and when traveling in bad weather and road conditions. If you hit a large animal, you can “total” your vehicle, or cause injury to yourself and your vehicle. If you try to swerve to avoid hitting an animal, you could lose control of your vehicle and put yourself, your passengers and other occupants of the roadway at risk.

MOVIE TIME:  YOU MAY WATCH VIDEO 7, 8, & 10 AT THE WEB SITE

Unit 10: Alcohol and Drugs
OBJECTIVES:

Students will understand:

The effects of alcohol and drugs on driving performance

How the law treats driving under the influence 

How to avoid accidents involving alcohol and drugs.

Alcohol


All alcoholic beverages are drugs. A depressant that attacks the central nervous system and a poison which the body will take up to 24 hours to remove from the body, from the time drinking has stopped. 


The depressant effects of alcohol on the nervous system are proportional to the amount of alcohol in the blood. 


Absorption is delayed by:

The presence of food in the stomach

The concentration and nature of the alcoholic beverage

When alcohol is ingested, 5% is absorbed by the mouth and throat, and the reminder by the digestive system.

2-5% is passed unchanged by bodily functions.

The liver eliminates the other 90% through oxidation.

Understand that “remedies” do not shorten the process. Elimination of the alcohol from the body involves two processes:

About 90 - 95% of the alcohol is converted to carbon dioxide and water, a process that begins in the liver. The other 5- 10% are excreted through the lungs and kidneys. Elimination is not accelerated by exercise, fresh air, cold showers, coffee or any other so called “remedies.”


A typical drink contains about 3/5 oz of alcohol. Drinks that contain about the same of alcohol are:


*
12 oz beer that contains 5% alcohol

*
5 oz glass of wine that contains 12% alcohol


*
One shot of 80 proof distilled spirits

Stages of Alcohol Influences


An individual who continues to drink more rapidly than the alcohol is eliminated from the body generally goes through the following stages of alcoholic influence:

· mostly sober

· elation

· excitement

· confusion

· stupor

· unconsciousness

· death

Blood Alcohol Level


Measurement of the concentration of alcohol in the body is usually done either with a breath test or a blood test. 


These tests are used by police agencies to ascertain whether consumption of alcohol can be presumed to have impaired a drivers driving and or have contributed to traffic accidents, and by coroners or medical examiners to determine what role it played causing fatal accidents. 

Known Limits

 
There are many theories regarding the amount of time after a drink you can legally drive. As a rule you should remember that you should never drive if you have been drinking. Underage drinking is illegal and so is driving while intoxicated. So remember, if you drink, don’t drive. If you are under 21 don’t drink.  

Reaction Time


Alcohol contributes to half of all fatal automobile accidents. These accidents include drunk drivers and drunken pedestrians. As the amount of alcohol in the blood increases, so do the possibilities of being involved in accidents. Alcohol causes reaction time to be decreased and coordination is also decreased. 

Accidents

In 1989, there were 252,445 drunk and drugged driving convictions to the DMV. These accounted for 5,281 deaths during that year. Since then statistics have shown that thanks to the education that is available about the effects of driving under the influence the number of accidents and deaths have decreased. However, alcohol is still involved in about 40% of all fatal accidents that take place on highways.

Affects of Alcohol on the body

Night vision acuity = Inability to see in dimly lit areas (dark adaptation)

Glare recovery = Inability to adjust to bright lights causing temporary blindness

Depth perception = Inability to judge distance and speed of on coming vehicles ahead, the space from vehicles ahead, and distance from road signs. 

Impairment of judgment = Loss of inhibition that provides restrain

Impairment of central processing = Extended period of time to recognize danger and react to the danger

Loss of muscular movement and control = Lack of coordination causing over-steering and failure to brake.

Risk taking

Impaired drivers tend to stare rather than scan

Impaired drivers have trouble doing more than one task at a time

Basic reflexes are slowed. 

How to Avoid and Identify Drunk Drivers

· Unusually wide turns

· Straddling the center line or lane marker

· Driving with one’s head out of the window or with the window down in cold weather

· Nearly striking an object or another vehicle

· Weaving or swerving

· Driving on other than the designated roadway

· Excessive speeding

· A very slow rate of speed
· Stopping with no apparent cause

· Following too closely

· Drifting from one lane to another
· Tires riding on the center lane or road marker                   
·  Erratic braking patterns

·  Driving into opposing or crossing traffic                              
·  Responding slowly to traffic signals

· Abrupt or illegal turns   
· Rapid acceleration or deceleration

· Driving with headlights off at night
If you encounter any of these situations, stop for a minute or two to put distance between you and the intoxicated driver. 
Drinking and Driving Is Dangerous

MOVIE TIME:  YOU MAY WATCH VIDEO 11 AT THE WEB SITE

You lose your judgment when you drink alcohol or use drugs. It is often the first thing about you, that change. Loss of judgment, or good sense, affects how you react to sounds, what you see, and the speed of other vehicles around you. It takes about an hour for the body to get rid of each “drink.” If a person has had more than one drink an hour, one hour of “sobering up” time should be allowed for each extra drink. Better still, someone who has not been drinking should drive. (See information about the Designated Driver Program.)

Remember that when you are given a drivers license there is implied consent which means that you give consent to be tested for alcohol at any time. Also there is admin per se which means that you can lose your drivers license immediately for 90 days when found to be driving while intoxicated. 

Drugs and Driving 

Much of what has been said about alcohol also applies to drugs. California’s drunken driving law is also a drug driving law. It refers to “driving under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs.” If an officer suspects that you are under the influence of drugs, the officer can require you to take a blood or urine test. Drivers who refuse these tests are subject to longer license suspensions and revocations. Anyone convicted of possessing, selling, or manufacturing illegal drugs is subject to a six-month suspension.

The use of any drug (and the law does not distinguish between prescription, over-the-counter, or illegal drugs) which impairs your ability to drive safely is illegal. Check with your physician or pharmacist and read the warning label if you are not sure you should drive after taking any medication. Here are some facts:

Most drugs taken for colds, hay fever, allergy, or to calm nerves or muscles can make a person drowsy.

Medicines taken together, or used with alcohol can be dangerous. Many drugs have unexpected side effects when taken with alcohol.

Pep pills, “uppers,” and diet pills can make a driver more alert for a short time. Later, however, they can cause a person to be nervous, dizzy, and not able to concentrate. They can also affect vision.

Any drug that “may cause drowsiness or dizziness” is one you should not take before driving. Make sure you read the label and know the effects of any drug you use.

Drugs

Illegal Drugs

Marijuana

Causes drowsiness and can distort time and space

Slows pupil response to light

Possession of any amount can result in one year license suspension

Narcotics (Heroin)

Causes stupor, coma, and sometimes death

Slow reaction time, cause visual distortion, impaired motor skills

Stimulants (Amphetamines, cocaine, and “pep” pills)

Same as prescription stimulants, only much higher intensity

Can lead to paranoia with continued use

Hallucinogens (LSD, mescaline, PCP, peyote)

Cause hallucinations that can interfere with vision

Create a feeling of super strength, causing aggressive behavior

Synergism (the combining of drugs)

Combining drugs can result in an intensified effect higher than dosage levels would suggest.

Drugs and the law

              Drivers can be found to be driving while intoxicated when any amount of illegal drugs are in their blood

              Driver can also be found to be driving while intoxicated when it can be shown that their driving was
              adversely affected by prescription drugs

Carrying Alcohol in a Vehicle

              The law is very strict about carrying alcohol or drugs in a vehicle whether the vehicle is on or off the highway. You must not drink any amount of alcohol in any vehicle.  A container of liquor, beer, or wine carried inside the vehicle must be full, sealed, and unopened. Otherwise, it must be in the trunk or in a place where passengers don’t sit. Keeping an opened alcoholic drink in the glove compartment is specifically against the law.    In a bus, taxi, camper, or motor home, the law does not apply to non-driving passengers.  Refer to the Designated Driver Program 

Drivers under 21 (Possession of Alcohol)

If you are under 21 years of age:

You may not have beer, wine or liquor in your vehicle unless accompanied by a parent or other person specified by law. Exception: You may carry alcoholic beverages while working for someone with an off-site liquor sales license.

You may not have an alcoholic beverage in your possession in your vehicle. If you are caught with an alcoholic beverage in your vehicle, it may be impounded for up to 30 days. The court may fine you up to $1,000 and either suspend your driving privilege for one year or require DMV to delay the issuance of your first license for up to one year, if you are not already licensed.

Your driving privilege will be revoked for one year, if you are convicted of either driving with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .01% or higher or driving while under the influence of an alcoholic beverage. On the first offense you will be required to complete the educational portion of a licensed driving-under-the-influence (DUI) program. A subsequent offense may require a longer DUI program and you will not have a restricted license to attend the DUI program.

Drivers of All Ages

It is illegal to drive after consuming excessive alcohol in any form (including medications such as cough syrup), or taking any drug (including prescription medications), or using any combination of alcohol or drugs.

Remember: 

Abstinence allows you to retain control of y our vehicle and your life. If you drink you should:

use public transportation or a taxi

appoint a designated driver

stay where you are

Plan ahead, drink responsibly at home, have friends come over to your home and stay. 
BAC Limits 

It is illegal for any person to operate:

A motor vehicle with a BAC of .08% or higher.

A driver with a BAC of .05% can be found to be intoxicated when other factors are taken into account. 

A vehicle requiring a commercial driver license with a BAC of .04% or higher.

A motor vehicle with a BAC of .01% or higher, if the person is under age 21.

A motor vehicle with any measurable BAC, if the person is under age 18.

A court may suspend the driving privilege of a person under 21, delay issuance of a license to a person who does not have a license, or require DMV to revoke a person’s driving privilege for DUI violations.

DMV can take an administrative action against your driving privilege after you are arrested and the court may take a separate action for the same offense. DMV’s action is related only to your driving privilege. The court’s action may involve payment of a fine, jail time, suspension or revocation of your driving privilege, and completion of a DUI program.

Similar provisions apply when you operate any vessel, aquaplane, water skis, or similar devices. (Harbors and Navigation Code) These convictions are placed on your driving record and will be used by the court to determine “prior convictions” for motor vehicle DUI sentencing. These convictions are also used when determining the length of a suspension or revocation action or the reinstatement requirements because of a violation you committed while driving a motor vehicle.

If you drink and drive these are the costs you could pay for a DUI:

	Vehicle towing 
	$150

	Storage
	$50 per day 

	Booking, fingerprinting, and photo fee 
	$156 

	Driver license reinstatement fee 
	$125

	Car insurance increase 
(3-year mandatory insurance requirements) 
	$1,000 per year 

	1st offense DUI fine 
	$1,588

	Assessment for the court system 
	$816 

	Community service fee 
	$150

	DUI victims fund 
	$100 

	Alcohol abuse education fund 
	$50 

	DUI classes 
	$550 

	DUI Victims' Impact sessions 
	$20 

	Time payment charge 
	$35 

	Public transportation for one year 
	$500 to $800 

	  
	 

	Minimum total fees, fines, and assessments 
	$8,240* 


 * If you use an attorney, the initial consultation could range from $750 to $1,000
There is no safe way to drive while under the influence.
Even one drink can make you and unsafe driver.
Let’s Review Substance Abuse

It’s illegal for anyone under 21 to use or be in possession of alcohol
Alcohol can seriously injure or kill you and others.

Always have a designated driver when you drink.

The law has zero tolerance for alcohol, drugs, and driving.

Statistics
Teens are less likely to drink and drive.

Teens who do drink and drive are more at risk than anyone else. 

Teens are more likely to be impaired drivers when drinking even small amounts because of their lack of driving experience. 

The combination of lack of experience, alcohol, and or drugs = danger.
Cycle of abuse:
People usually use drugs because
            1) They choose to    2) They have a physical dependence   3) They have a psychological dependence
Drug actions within the body
Uppers cause:
1) Nervousness Convulsions  
2) Death   
3)  Paranoia  

                  Downers:

1) Listlessness
2)  Behavioral changes
                  Narcotics:

1) Opium      

2)  Heroin

                  Hallucinogens:
1)  LSD        

2)  Marijuana

*Availability of drugs
Over the counter:
1)  Aspirin

2.  Diet pills  3)   Nicotine gum        4)  Cough medicine      
                  Social:

1)  Parties     
2)  Coffee break     3)  Happy hour     4)  Friends     5)  Street sells

If you drink and drive you could:
1)  Be arrested     2)  Get fined     3)  Go to jail     4)  Pay high legal costs     5)  Insurance costs will go up

6) *** Lose your driving privilege

Figure 10.1 : BAC Chart

ACTIONS RESULTING IN LOSS OF LICENSE

ALCOHOL IMPAIRMENT CHARTS

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AND/OR DRUGS /IS ILLEGAL

Prepared by DMV in cooperation with the CHP, Office of Traffic Safety, Department of

Alcohol and Drug Programs, and Department of Justice.

There is no safe way to drive while under the influence. Even one drink can make you an unsafe driver. Drinking affects

your BLOOD ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION (BAC). It is illegal to drive with a BAC of .08% or more (.04% or more if you

drive commercial vehicles or .01% or more if under 21). Even a BAC below .08% does not mean that it is safe or legal to

drive. The charts show the BAC zones for various numbers of drinks and time periods.

HOW TO USE THESE CHARTS: Find the chart that includes your weight. Look at the total number of drinks you have

had and compare that to the time shown. You can quickly tell if you are at risk of being arrested. * If your BAC level is

in the blue zone, your chances of having an accident are 5 times higher than if you had no drinks, and 25 times higher if

your BAC level falls into the black zone.

REMEMBER: "One drink" is a 1 1/4-ounce shot of 80-proof liquor (even if it's mixed with non-alcoholic drinks), a 4-ounce

glass of wine, or 10 ounces of 5.7% beer. If you have larger or stronger drinks, drink on an empty stomach, are tired, sick,

upset, or have taken medicines or drugs you can be UNSAFE WITH FEWER DRINKS.

TECHNICAL NOTE: These charts are guides and are not legal evidence of the actual BAC. Although it is possible for

anyone to exceed the designated limits, the charts have been constructed so that fewer than 5 persons in 100 will exceed

these limits when drinking the stated amounts on an empty stomach. Actual values can vary by body type, sex, health

status, and other factors.

*VC 23152, VC 23153, VC 23136, VC 23140 DUI/Driving under the influence of alcohol and/or other drugs.
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**NOTE: It is unlawful for anyone under 21 years of age to drive with a BAC of .01% or higher. If caught driving with a .01%

BAC or higher, the driving privilege is lost for one year.
MOVIE TIME:  YOU MAY WATCH VIDEO 12 AT THE WEB SITE
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Final Exam Questions
Pages 191- 196

	                                                                                 1)

When checking your blind spot, you should look:

a) in the inside rearview mirror

b) over your shoulders

c) in the outside rearview mirror
	

	2)

When your vehicle is parked on any hill, your vehicle should:

a) have one rear wheel touching the curb

b) have front wheels parallel with the road if there is no curb

c) use parking brake & leave vehicle in gear or "park"
	

	3)

At which time is it legal to leave a child 6 years old or younger in a vehicle:
a) Only if the motor is running

b) when with a sibling 12 years or older
c) when keys are in the ignition
	

	4)

Under what circumstance should you start across an intersection knowing that you may block the intersection?

a) Only if you entered the intersection on a green arrow

b) under no circumstance

c) only if you entered the intersection on a green light
	

	5)

Pedestrians have the right-of-way when at corners:

a) only when a crosswalk is present

b) only at controlled intersections

c) at all times, with a crosswalk or not
	

	6)

If you have failed to appear in court after receiving a traffic ticket, DMV will:

a) suspend driving privilege until you appear in court

b) restrict your driving privilege

c) suspend registration of the vehicle you are driving
	

	7)

While attempting a lane change on the freeway you should: 

a) avoid driving over broken white lines and lane markings

b) cross several lanes at a time to avoid slow downs

c) signal for at least five seconds
	

	8)

When attempting to make a right turn from a highway with two lanes in your direction, turn from:

a) the lane nearest the cub or edge of the roadway

b) the lane closest to the center of the road

c) either lane, depending on oncoming traffic
	

	9)

At railroad crossings, crosswalks, and intersections you should always:

a) stop, listen, and proceed cautiously

b) Pass vehicles that seem to be stopped for no reason

c) look to the sides of your vehicle
	

	10)

When peace officers are present, when a traffic light is red, and are signaling to continue driving, what should you do?

a) Do as the officer tells you.

b) Change lanes and drive slowly.

c) Wait for the light to turn green.
	

	11)

The sign which reads, "slower traffic keep right," means:

a) you should slow down and move into the right lane

b) If other cars are driving faster than you, you should continue in the right lane

c) Slower traffic must exit on the right. 
	

	12)

At which time are highways most slippery:

a) When it first starts to rain after a dry spell.

b) During a heavy rainstorm in the middle of summer.

c) After it has been raining for a good amount of time. 
	

	13)

This is a true statement about drugs and driving:

a) Any prescription drug is safe to use if you don't feel drowsy.

b) Only illegal drugs can impair your driving.

c) Even over the counter drugs can impair your driving.
	

	14)

A person over the age of 21 is driving, and has a blood alcohol concentration of _____, is driving illegally.

a) 0.05% (five hundredths of one percent)

b) 0.001(one hundredth of one percent)

c) 0.08% (eight hundredths of one percent)
	

	15)

When approaching an intersection and the traffic light is a red flashing light this indicates:

a) You must treat this signal as a stop sign

b) Slow your vehicle before entering

c) Stop and wait for signal to change to green
	

	16)

When parked downhill you should:

a) Turn your front wheels toward the curb

b) Turn your front wheels into the street

c) Leave your front wheels straight
	

	17)

When approaching an intersection and the traffic light is  red, with a green arrow to turn right, you may:

a) Turn right without stopping
b) Turn Left without stopping
c) Stop at light and then turn right
	

	18)

When parked next to a curb on a level roadway:

a) Your wheels must be within 18 inches of the curb

b) Your front wheels must be turned towards the side of the road

c) You do not have to set your parking brake
	

	19)

At intersections if you insist on letting other drivers go ahead of you, you are most likely: 

a) Improving traffic flow

b) Causing traffic delays

c) Effectively using defensive driving techniques
	

	20)

When driving down the road which of the following will help prevent you from being rear-ended:

a) By signaling at least 100 feet before turning

b) Quickly pumping your brakes just before turning

c) Decreasing your following distance
	

	21)

The speed limit is posted at 45 MPH, other cars are traveling 50 MPH or more, you may legally drive

a) Anywhere between 45 MPH and 50 MPH

b) 50 MPH or faster

c) No faster than 45 MPH
	

	22)

Which of the following explains the difference between traffic light with red arrows and solid red lights

a) You cannot make a turn on a red arrow

b) Red arrows are only used for protected turn lanes

c) Red arrows are only used to stop traffic, which is turning left
	

	23)

When driving defensively, you are:

a) Always putting one car length between you and the car ahead

b) Keeping your eyes moving to look for possible hazards ahead

c) Staring at the car in front of you while driving
	

	24)

When continually passing cars and driving faster than traffic you are:

a) Increasing your chances of causing or being in an accident

b) Going to arrive at your destination faster and safer

c) Helps prevent traffic congestion
	

	25)

In road construction zones, this statement is true:

a) Fines are the same for violations committed in construction zones

b) You need to slow down only if workers are around

c) You are responsible for the safety of the road workers
	

	26)

Your horn is used to:

a) Help prevent accidents

b) Show other drivers they made a minor mistake

c) Tell other drivers that they are in your way
	

	27)

This type of vehicle must stop before crossing railroad tracks:

a) Motor homes or pickup trucks towing a trailer

b) Sport utility vehicles which are carrying more than four persons

c) Tank trucks marked with "hazardous materials" placards
	

	28)

The only time you may cross a double yellow line is when:

a) The yellow line on your side of the road is a broken yellow line

b) The vehicle in front of you drives closer to the right to let you pass

c) The yellow line on the other side of the road is broken
	

	29)

When driving on a one way street, you want to make a left turn onto a one-way street, you may do so if:

a) Traffic on that street moves to the left

b) The sign permits the turn

c) Traffic is moving to the right
	

	30)

You may enter and drive in a bike lane:

a) During rush hour if bicycles are not present

b) No more than 200 feet before making a right turn

c) Any time bicycles are not present
	

	31)

Driving too close to other vehicles rear bumper can cause:

a) Frustration and anger in the other driver

b) Reduction in accidents by preventing you from being, "cut off"

c) No trouble, it is completely safe
	

	32)

As you follow large trucks you should leave more space between you and the truck so:

a) The driver of the truck can see your vehicle and you can see around him

b) The trucks are heavier which allows them to stop more quickly than you

c) You won't get caught in the trucks wind draft
	

	33)

When driving it is illegal to:

a) Adjust your mirrors

b) Scan for hazards ahead of you
c) Listen to music through a set of dual headphones,   talk or text on cell phones
	

	34)

The only way you can legally transport animals in the back of your pick-up truck is to:

a) Have the sides of your truck at least 18 inches high

b) Have the animal properly secured

c) Have the tailgate on your truck bed closed
	

	35)

After being in an accident, which caused more than $750 worth of damage. You must report the accident to the ________ within 10 days.

a) CHP

b) DMV

c) Your insurance company
	

	36)

If a curve ahead blocks your view and you want to pass the vehicle in front of you on a one lane in each direction roadway you must:

a) Not pass the other vehicle

b) Increase your speed to pass safely

c) Signal for more than 5 seconds to pass safely
	

	37)

Whenever backing your vehicle

a) Know that it is safe and easy to do
b) Know that it is always dangerous

c) Remember that it is only dangerous in large vehicles
	

	38)

When driving at dusk or dawn in the rain or snow it is often hard to be seen or for you to see. To be able to see and to be seen you should

a) Turn on your low beam headlights

b) Use your horn every once in a while

c) Turn on your parking lights
	

	39)

While driving in the lane closest to the center divider of a five lane freeway, to exit the freeway on the right you should:

a) Change lanes one at a time until you are in the proper lane

b) Carefully cross all lanes at once

c) Slow your vehicle before beginning each lane change
	

	40)

On a one lane highway the vehicle in front of you slows down for no apparent reason. You should

a) Flash your head lights quickly to alert the other drivers

b) Speed up to pass the vehicle as soon as possible

c) Increase the following distance between your vehicle and theirs
	

	41)

If you drive slower than the traffic flow, you:

a) Are making an accident less likely to happen

b) Are making an accident more likely to happen

c) Are not making any change
	

	42)

Needing to make a U-turn on a street with multiple lanes in your direction you need to start your turn where?

a) In the left lane

b) In the median

c) On the shoulder
	

	43)

While on the freeway you are driving in the fast lane, but driving slower than other traffic. The person behind you want to drive faster, you should:

a) Change lanes to the right when it is safe to do so

b) Only change lanes if five or more vehicles are behind you

c) Not change lanes if you are driving the speed limit
	

	44)

When legally riding in the back of a pick-up truck, you are:

a) Riding in the bed of a truck which has a camper shell on it

b) Secured in seats with approved seatbelts

c) Riding in a truck which the sides of the beds are 24 inches high
	

	45)

When driving on a two-lane road in the left lane and cars are continually passing you on the right, what should you do?

a) Drive onto the left shoulder to let the other vehicles pass

b) Move into the right lane when it is safe

c) Stay in your lane so you don't impede the traffic flow
	

	46)

As a vehicle tries to turn left in front of you, you should:

a) Slow or stop to prevent an accident

b) Maintain your speed and take the right of way

c) Honk your horn to warn the driver and maintain your speed
	

	47)

At stop signs and traffic lights, if there is no limit line where should you stop?

a) At the corner

b) Fifteen feet before the intersection

c) Just past the corner
	

	48)

At which time should you use your brakes when making a sharp curve:

a) During the entire time you drive through the curve

b) Just after you enter the curve

c) Before you enter the curve
	

	49)

After a long trip you are finding it hard to stay awake you should:

a) Open your windows

b) Pull off the road in a safe area and rest

c) Drink plenty of coffee
	

	50)

In this area you may not park a passenger vehicle at any time:

a) Within 1000 feet of a police station

b) In front of a school when children are present

c) Next to a curb painted red
	

	51)

When is it legal for a Minor who is driving to Text or Call on their cell while driving:

a) When it is safe to do so

b) When there is someone 25 years or older driving with them 

c) When pulled over to the side of the road safely out of the way of traffic and stopped. 
	

	52)

A minor may use hands free device while driving:  

a) When stopped in traffic for any reason

b) When Pulled over to the side of the road safely  out of the way of traffic and stopped

c) When you get your license before the age of 17 ½

	

	53)

When Using hand signals for turning left, your left arm and hand is extended out:  

a) Your passenger right window

b) Drivers window straight out Parallel to the road 

c)  Drivers window bent up at a 90 degree 


	

	54)

When Using hand signals for turning right, your left arm and hand is extended out:  

a) Drivers window straight, parallel to the road

b) Drivers Window bent down at a 90 degree 

c)  Drivers window bent up at a 90 degree 
	

	55)

When Using hand signals for stopping, your left arm and hand is extended out:  

a) Drivers Window bent down at a 90 degree 

b) Drivers window straight out, parallel to the road

c)  Drivers window bent up at a 90 degree 
	

	56)

When it is raining steadily you should your windshield wipers on and what else:  

a)  Car radio

b)  Emergency Flashers 

c)  Head Lights 


	

	57)

Any time there is  a person in the car under the age of ______ you may not smoke in the car:  

a)  18    

b)  16
c)  21
	

	58)

When going to the DMV for your permit you Can: 

a)  Walk in without an appointment

b)  Make an appointment to take the test (Sometimes easier, but appointments are booked weeks in advance)

c)  All of the above 
	

	59)

You must have the following items with you when going to the DMV:

a)  Birth Certificate (Original or Certified copy), Education Certificate and Enrollment Certificate into Drivers Training

b)  DMV Form DL44 Signed by both parents,  Your Social Security Number (card not required)  

c)  All of the above  
	

	60)

Left Blank Intentionally
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Video 1

The California Drivers License 
Presented by California DMV 24 min.

Video 2
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Video 3
Understanding Car Crashes: its Basic Physics
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Video 4

Safe Driving Practices
Presented by California DMV 15 min.

Video 5

Get a Grip....Wet Weather Driving Techniques 
Presented by AAA & Goodyear 19 min.

Video 6

Rules of the Road
Presented by California DMV 17 min. 

Video 7

Sharing the Road
Presented by California DMV 26 min.

Video 8

Freeway Driving
Presented by AAA 8 min.

Video 9

Dangerous Crossings: A Second Thought
Presented by AAA 17 min.

Video 10

Semi-Conscious: Driving In the real World
Presented by AAA 12 min.

Video 11

Inbound Mercy: After the Party, How Will You Get Home
Presented by AAA 12 min.

Video 12

Brandon Tells His Story
Presented by The Century Council 28 min.
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